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PREFACE. 


I iv this diſſatisfied Ape not to be concerned 
= 3x the throng of complaints were certain- 
ly very much different from the Mode. 
Which efteemed inconvenience many ſhun with 
b: over-haſty pawn of their credits, taking up 
n truſt any thing, which the Vender of No- 
Felties packeth on them. Whereas we ma 
[Hy imagine the quieteſs dayes to be the 
+:o[t bleſſed , we flill ſee it to be the con- 
Fant bumour of men to tire ont Life in pure 
| Þrit of theje things, which are onely matter 
ff diſturbance , and by undervaluing care- 
fe/ſneſs to condemn the things, which belong 
o their '/peace, Ard if any man jndge- 
ng this conrſe prejudicial to them, who take 
't, ſhould with moſt inducing Arguments 
manifeſt their abuſe, he is commonly thought 
Po be civily treated , if onely ſcorned as a 
good naturd Fop, he be ſuffered to retire 
Iwithout farther injuries. Which ſort of 
Rudeneſs and Tnjuſtice hath indeed much of 
' = 
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the Hcftoring Bravado, thoneh little of gel 
nerous ſobriety, which contrarywiſe withly 
a dignifying condeſcention embraceth thip 
man, whoſe well-meaning counſels intend 
the welfare of thole . to whom they are dt 
refed. Some” few indeetl there are , who 
reſolute folly abominateth change , yet wil 
patiently and honourably receive thoſe Þþ 
whoſe becalming Virtues and perſwaſtons urgt 
a compliance with men of the fineſt temper 
For although they make their reaſon ſubor 
dinate to their will, and in all things yeild 
to the guidance of faxcy , yet they will per 
mit Reaſon as a favoured Slave ts ſpeakin 
the behalf ef its friends, and for its ſake give 
them a proteFion from inſolence. Now wherd 
outrages on the one hand, and contempt on the 
other are only. mitigated by the inconſiderableſ 
kinaneſjes of a few courtly ngn Obſervers 
time ſpent in endeavours of reducing extra: 
vagant tongues into the due order preſcribe 
by diſcretion may be thought as much abn« 
Jed by unreaſonable reproof as unwarrants 
ble clamours. For, who will think him ſpeak 
ing ſeaſonably , who ſpeaketh to no purpoſe 
and moſt men” will conclude that ſpoken td 
20 purpoſe, whichis not entertained. Bu 
when we conſider duty obliging us to a valiant 
reſeſt ance of impictie growing potent, we 1 
all 
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pefalſo remember: that reaſonable perſwaſton® 
thipnay draw many out of the danger of the 
thipver flowing torrent , and confirm them in 
110Fhe obſervation of what is neceſſary for their 
Mafety, Where we have little hope of win- 
ing ground, we may well think it meet to. 
Blefernd what we have in poſſeſſion, And al- 
Whoxgh hard hap hath fruſtrated many 1n0- 
Able attempts of regaining diverſe, who have 
evolted; yet we may not deſiſt through opi- 
2i0n, that afſeFions once alienated from the 
lagzruth are afterward neither malleable nor. 
x] melting. Continued diligence may find ſome, 
who, being ſurprized. through weakneſs , 
would gladly: hiſs that hand, which fhal! be 
ſtretched forth for their reſcue, and devout= 
bet ly thank that pitying Providence , which 
lei vonchſafed them the mercy of a Deliverer. 
s Y And if we hereto adde that men of the 
a4) moſt unbridled paſſions accounting reſtraint 
ed their debaſement, are ſometimes by their 
#4 own ſtumblings caſt down, and that the wild- 
eſt Beaſts have been taken in a toyl , we 
may. not 'let fink our hopes of retra#ing ſome 
of thoſe, whoſe ſeemingly invincible obſtina* 
J cy laboureth to depreſs them. ' Ani of others, 
gf whoſe rejeting what we bring towards a con- 
el vidion is not out of malice and contempt, we 
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have undoubtedly leſs cauſe to deſpair. For 
the Fo't is more than half won, where the. 
D?fenda nts think not the Aſſailants injurious, 
and who can ſuſpe@t but that reaſon mu(i grow 
Stronger by time, when it hath a faint or no 

Oppoſition. | 
BUT whatſoever may be' the probability - 
of ſucceſs, the publique clamours and deplo- 
rable diftratFions demand each mans aſſi- 
ftance towards the prevention of the threat- 
ned ruine, which is indeed "ot fo be fea« 
red, but that more from the Complainers 
than the miſchiefs eomplained of: The wul- 
garly noiſed dangers are certainly leaſt ter- 
rible, but the Magicians, who firſt raiſed theſe 
buſie Spirits, . are the wmoft dreaded evils, 
whoſe ill acquaintance withthe moſt horrid 
Authors of miſery , giveth the greateſt ſuſ- 
pitions of a ſubſequent calamity, when their 
famed care #* concerned in the diſcovery of 
any thing, which may be called formidable. 
Nothing is more fatal than thelymptomes 
they give of a declining State 3 to which, 
when they ahve to preſcribe health, their 
wery breath proveth poyſonous , and their 
tongues, ſet on fire from hell, pyrifie all 
they call corrupt by a ſanCtitying conflagra- 
tion. a Wn ES 2; ER + 
MANY not out of ignorance of their 
44) LOT , _ malitions 
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malitious nature, but for the furtherance of 


Jome petty deſigns, do promote or at leaſt 


countenance theſe as Men of rare abilities, 


| imagining they can at pleaſare ſtifle the 
flames of their kindling when ever their 
'  pntended miſchief 7s ready to break forth. 
. But theſe muſt with a continual vigilance 


obſerve them, and peradventure may ( not- 


. withſtanding their nimble glantes and per- 


ſeverance in watchfulneſs ) have a cheat 
put wpor them 5 and although they may in 
the beginning eſpy the evil, yet may by the 
ſhe Artiſts in deſtruction have either the 
buckets removed, or the water, wherewirh 
the fire ſhow!d be quenched, diverted into 
contrary channels. So that for want of 
prevention, the enſuing induſiry may be uſe- 
leſs. And ſurely nothing is more ridicu- 
lous then the application of remedies, which 
the head ſtrong evil diſdaineth. and the too 
late offers of help againſt an irriſiſtible fury, 
eſpecially from thoſe in whoſe power it was 
either to bind or cut off the hands , which 
firſt laid together the combuſtible Materials 
of which the prodigious Devonrer was 


once but the ſmall and deſpiſed off-ſpring. 


And if God fhould permit a ſucceſs to the 
mercileſs contrivances winked at through 
confidence of ſuppreſſion at will , the conn- 
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; Vers) infatuation, mzay. be foreſeen to turn 
'into frenzy , when 'they find themſelves 
- Over-reached, and maſtered by their inftru- 
ments; whoſe piniſhment they muſt acknow- |} 
: edge to be merited by cloathing ſuch wicked 
and dangerons'perſons in the garb of inno» 
cence and worth, that good men may be be- 
reaved of cantion, while their | whatſoever 
propoſals may be - 7 an They who can call 
that ſweet, which is acquired by wicked mens 
affilt ance, have commonly a time to gratifie 
their ſervants labonrs by a forced ſubjeFion to 
that Tyranny, which' had its Original from 
their own degenerous indulgence. | 
_ OTHERS of the greateſt noiſe of tender 
Conſciences' have put on the ſoft reſolutions 
of believing, that all which beareth that ti- 
te, hath really what it pretendeth to, as if it 
were izzpoſſoble for Satan to transform him- 
ſelf into an Ange! of light, or that - inhu- 
mane a#d unchriſtian pratFices ſpould take 
their range under the reconciling names of 
tenderneſs and bowels of compaſſion. Tet 
experience as well as the moſt blefled au. 
thority woxld otherwiſe inſtru? men of in- 
difſerent capacities, if they would have re- 
courſe to either. And 'it: would certainly 
\ ſeem very ſirange did- not the commonneſs 
abate the wonder. - Were men as ſcrupulo 
"0 
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in worldly tranſactions as they labour to- 
be thought in matters of Religion, the moſt 


f*' loud crying fins would not paſs among thew 
| for ſpiritual graces , nor crimes of the deep- 


eſt ſtain.be admitted. without ſelf examina- 
tion, How can we do this great wickedneſs 
and fin againſt God? 


. Confugit interdum templi violator ad 
| Aras; ES 5 | 


And Tnnocency , which delighteth in bring 
there proſtrate , is apt to miſtake. the 
Crafty Hypocrite, for the Pious Adorer. 
And this being oo frequent , all, , who 
have care that Religion .be not brought 
into contempt by theſe open' .affronts , 
which ſhe dgily ſuſteineth , will endeavour 
that theſe CAINS', who offer ſacrifices 
as well as ABELL, ..may bave maikes 
ſet upon them, zhat Simplicity be zof 
enſnared. The griefs undergone by the in. . 
6 ion of theſe mens tender mercies, 4nd our 
being brought under the wheel by the ſame. 
ſublleties gt this day. in uſe may well quicken 
our diligence; but much more will the cone 
federation of the ſpiritual captivity of, multi- 
tudes drawn thereinto by the impoltume of 
Conſcience, Which zs of ſo high a __ 
| : that 
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that ( although our manifeſto's come fron 
#8 almoſt as tartly as our vital drops, yet) 
the leve of our Brethren forbiddeth ws to 
ſpare the thoughts of particular convenien- 
cies, when their ſo imminent danger re« 
quireth our aid. But we are not yet in 
danger that our reſiſtance will be unto 
blood, ( if an abuſed lenity let not miſchief 
grow paſt the power of contradition ) nor 
indeed is there other fear than of ſome ill 
ſented breathings proceeding from theſe ( Jure- 
ly not pare _) jouls. whoſe pretended inſÞ1- 
_ rations are very #nſaverry upor each appres 
benſion of dijguſt. But if all the mildneſs, 
which men of the moſt yielding diſ5efttions 
have ſhewn, coutd ever have ſweetned them, 
we mght think it ſafsff to decline the fury 
of their tongues by courting them into ex- 
preſſious ſuiting with our demednour: Which 
courſe hath, alas! continually proved ineffe- 
Gaual, and open truth, now by the neceſſoty 
of the times forced from us, cannot ſtir up 
more bitterneſs than that, wherewith they 
have alwayes repayed condelcention and ſi- 
lence. This bath in it nothing of tender- 
neſs or conſcience, which certainly ſhould be 
cheriſhed in all , who endeavour to give it 
due ſatisfaFion by appeals to its juſtice and 
obſervance of its candid direfions, And 
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4s againſt ſuch there is no Law, ſo neither 
can they be repreſented as enemies to the 
publique weal ; for their integrity deſirerh 
the good of all men, and eſpecially. doth 
their exemplary obedience labour the con- 
 firmation of that Authority, to which they 
are ſubjeFed, Men irnely revereing con- 
ſcience are not kuown by impertinent cavils 
of every thing, which beareth not their new 
ſtamy , but are ſolicitows of being void of 
offence towards God and towards man, 
andeavouring the conſervation of Unity both 
;» Church and State, which alone conduceth 
to the honour of God and profit of each 
ot her. There are no tender conſciencies , 
but ſueh as fear God and his diſpleaſure, 
for his ſake ſubmitting, to every Ordjnance 
of Man, whether of the King as Supream, 
or GCovernours ſet by him #o preſcribe rules 
for the encreaſe of piety and ſuppreſſion of 
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NOW lookivg about us and ſeting with 
what dangers we are encompaſſed ariſing 
from other mens machinations and our own. 
miſt akes and diſtraFions, a ſeaſanable pro» » 
viſion againſt theſe we muſi judge neceſſary , 
 conld it be obtained. For it ſeemeth herein 
lieth all the difficulty, where to find the 
Balm, that muſe heal our wounds, or that 
| SamaTlls 
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Samaritane, who will bind ther: up. He _ 
be 4 man of imcomparable judgement”, who - | 
ſhatt be able to effe® this cure , and reftore 
to all the body that unſoundn:ſs and perfe- 
@Gion, 'which the ſincereſt Members wiſh for. 

But the Body is not in ſo deſperate an eſtate . 
by reafon of the deepneſs of the ſores or their 
near approach to the witals', as by the ſe* 
weral affeFed members envy to the untaint: . 
ed; and their refuſing their own' health to 
to the ruine of the whole. This is a ſtrange . 
kind of ſullenneſs and ill nature, which is 
by ſome forreign Spe ators pitied, by others 
cheriſhed 3 neither of which are ' obſerved 
with that due care, which' our deſired pro 
ſperity requireth, © If Conlcience ' were obeys 
ed our evils would be ſoon over; for there 
is nothing in them, but what "an unfeigned 
' tenderacts doth fully remedy. This we may 
mention, but cannot give ; the diſtempered 
Parts muſt berein do their own work 3 and 
after faithful applications of” what Confci- 
ence preſcribeth God will undoubtedly give 
the unexpetted bleſſing, But, alas how fruit- 
leſs are onr perſwaſions direed tothe ſenſe, 
when there is no reſpe@ given td one jpeak- 
ing within, whoſe Art 5s infallible aud Cres © 
dit unqueſtionable 2 The Phylittans skitl is 
45 inflenificant 10 them, who will not be whole, 
#5 to thoſe, who are bleſſed with the fulleſt 
C- 
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enjoyment of health. We have in this wad 
Age 4 Generation of Men, who glory in the 
loat hſome puniſhment - of  tbeir dehaucheries. 
as the grand-mark, of their gentility. They 
are nothing unlike, who delight in other in- 
texmperances ſeeing them alway accompanied ' 
with ſhame and miſery, and account the due 
reproaches thereof diſtinguiſhing honours, 
Now theſe would have others ſuch as them- 
ſelves, that in a generall corruption they might 
have the pre-eminence, who firſt taught-their 
Brethren to be diſſolute, and were the famous + 
Founders of impiety. Whereas it were more 
for their eaſe and reputation by renouncing - 
folly to become temperate and religious, to © 
live quietly and, happily under a well elta- 
 bliſhed Government ,. yet they refle® wpon 
the time paſt, and conſidering how their gall - 
hath been (till moved by the juſt. taxations of - 
. irreligion and injuſtice, they judge it better to 
put therrſelves ina poſiure-of bearing any de- 
Served burthen, than by an acknowledgement. 
«nd revocation of errour to wipe off thoſe foul 
blots,which their ill employment. contraded. 
A 11 neſorrow ſatisfieth far all injuries, and the 
, pardon it procureth maketb men innocent. Here 
if the guilty take ſanCtuary,they will be prote- 
Fed from infamy & danger ,&their.chief joy 
wil proceed from the ſatisfaition they m_—_ 
| 40:6 
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the evil we complain of in others may be occa- 
ſoned by our ſelves, when being ſtriFly bound 
to duty we firetch the bands and give onr 


are too ative and hands too flow ; as if it 
were more juſtifiable for them then for 
the open enemy to do this diſhonour , or 


that, which ſo much contradi@eth their pro- 
felfions ; but ſure T am that as there is lit- 
He afjeftion to duty ſhewn in ſuch demeanor, 
jo is #t 6 contrivance of; ſafety for the au- 


rreachery, that every eze cannot diſcern the 

| difference, and although (at leaſt pretenſroee 
ly) it. was not ſo deſigned, yet hath not faild 
WT”, of 
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able to give themſelves, when their bleſſed. 
change bath baniſhed confounding imaginase 
tions, and introduced into their minds a fe- 


BUT the encouragements, of perſiſting in 
theſe exhortations, being few and ſmall, we || 
ruſt ſee whether there be not among our © 
ſelves. room large enough for reproofs and 
admonitions. And. peradventure much of 


ſelves :unwarrantable relaxations. There - 
are found among thoſe, who affe@® the ho-_ 
nourable citle of Loyalty, ſoxre whoſe tongues : 


for a friend and familiar acquaintance to 
withdraw himſelf iz time of need. I know .. 
ot what reaſons may . be urged for doing - 


® thors or any others, It looketh ſo like to. 
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of its ill conſequencer. Which they cannot 
but own to have experienced, if the ſhame 
of daiſhononrable . ations would permit an 
ingenuons confeiſton. And more we are like 
is fuſtain , at being probably conjefured 
| 70 be paſt owr power to overcome ſome miſ- 
cheifes, which late miſcarriages have creat- 
ed; or if a future care and managery do 
prevail over them, that it mnſt be the great 
work of ſome conſiderable time : So pre«' 
Judicial to the publick good are even ſmall 
neglets of duty or exceſſes in behaviour, © 
; AND certainly all diſobedience 3s as 
| ch againſt Intereſt as duty 3 whence we 
| find it ſo perpetually miſcarrying. If Sub- 
jects: injure their Prince, they maſt never 
| Fhink by ſo doing to benefit themſelves. ' And 
when they run in diviſion ſtaining their 
| queridlowus notes to the higheſt key, what they ' 
| jeek and' ſo monrnfully lament as loſt 3s too 
too: frequently not diſcerued although by them 
poſſeſſed. Which thing nevertheleſs mans 
inclination to evil maketh very uſual,” and © 
few men enjoy what they have , becanſe all 
preſerrt goods are nicknamed with reproach- 
ful terms , and are indeed wanting to the © 
difcortented; Whoſe ſelf-vexation is alſs © 
others. mens diſeaſe and real miſeries attend 
their nncven motions, in' whone the bleſjurg - 
_ - of 
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of Providence make 0 compoſure. But if 


there be a want of ſomething netefſary to the 


accompliſhment of onr welfare, the abſence of 
one or more goods ita lighter inconvenience, 


I [ps 


thartobe deprived of all. Cur minds ſetled 


in Obedience, and our diligent ſervice of 


God accompanied withhape, havethe way 
of ſupply of whatſoever"our defes. God 
will. ſooner for us, than we can for our 


ſelves order the courſe of worldly affairs. 


Onur backs have been long galled with the 


vexations burthens of tyrannical. impoſitt> 


on; ard are we not worſe than\ mad men, 


if we think the reception of more ſuch las 


ding will be our eaſe, or that their unmercis 


ful Sconrges are To gurY ſores molli ping and 


healing £ Nay, even thoſe who Gr{f. move the 


Engines of. Commotion, in hope of being 
Perpetual Commanders of ihoſe AﬀeGions 


which they have ſo diſtngaged from their Als 


legiance azd ſtability, are but inconfiderate 


Politicians , who. cannot by. the ſucceſſes of 
other men, judge what will-prove t0 them 


ſelves ſecurity ; but are rendred diſcerning. 


only by their own miſcarriages. All Build- 


ings muſt be anſwerable 10 their Foundati- 


ons: if theſe be laid deceitfully ( let the 


Builders projet what they pleaſe.) the other 


wall be certainly ruinous . 


Negata * 
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Negata elt magnis ſceleribus ſemper fides, 


| #hat any one getteth by ſupplanting, of that 
'Þ another with as much ſubtilty ( and ſome- 
|| times leſs injuſtice) beguileth him, One al- 
| vay ſnappeth the bit ont of anothers month < 
And notbing is more common than for ſome 
Vulpone Contriver to ſet oz work TInfiru- 
ments meet for danger, and fit to ſuſtain 
obloquy and envy ,, who by their adventures 
#nay catch and adapt a Prey for þis teeth. 
And to juſtific his Uſurpations, he condems 
zeth the former, he reveneeth theblood of 
Naboth in the portion of Jezreel, but ma- 
keth no reſtauration ;' he cntteth off proud. 
Jezebel, and her tyrannical Off ſpring, and 
leaveth of wicked Ahabs Race none that 
piſſeth againſt the wall, .avergirg alſo the 
blood of the Lords Prophets ypoz the wor- 
{hippers of Baal, yet 3s by their Golden 
' | Beauty induced to a Profſiration before the 
| Calves at Dar and Bethel. For (ould the 
begniled people be undeceived , and (ent up 
to Jernſa/ezz to worſhip , he ſuſpeFeth the 
return of the revolted Tribes to therr pro- 
per ſubjedion to their lawful Prince, who 
| may ſeek to purchaſe favour by the price of 
, bis bead, Now beſides theſe dreadful and 
{ x. A 2 diſtraGs 
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diſtrafting evils paining the heart, and gri- 
ping the Kingdoms Bowels , it is left naked 
to Forreign , not barely contempt, but ſurpri 
.Zalz . and while diſagreeing Fations are at 
 coying the . people into Parties , the vigilant 
.eye of az ambitious. Neighbour eſpie:b bi, 
opportunity , and. compoſeth the differences, 
,.by making the captivated Opponents drawl 
together under his Subjugating Power. ; 
; THE. miſeries of both kinds may be pres. 
- vented by Chriſtian Meekneſs,. zore real 
.dily. aFing than diſputing its duty. Let a 
then make a ſober and diligent enquiry how| 
Far, and where we went out of this way, 
2hat our quick return may be the more benee}; 
* ficaal to our. ſelves, awd we thereby made}! 
Juſtrumental to the general good : Which nol! 
man can be, whoſe Eccentrick motions draw". 
beſides the lines of Obedience. - That we! 
may be. the more certainly proſperous , wel: 
pruſt not too eagerly carry on Private Cons 
ferns , nor have our thoughts totally fixed > 


'% 
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on our own advantage , becauſe. ſuch over-| 
bjaſſed inclinations do moſt aſſuredly bring | 
ws to a ſtate much diſtant from that we aim | 
at, And as they make us apt to miſcarry, 
fo do they enable each diſappaintment to | 
wound our hearts, and. yet blind us ſo, that | 
we rot ſeeing whence our miſeries proceed, , 
| ; og | 
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ao ravingly vent our paſſpons, to the znjary 


gauu—=_—_— 


of the Innocent. We forge the weapons that 


will deſtroy us , yet when they begin Execu. 
tion , 'we ſee not the mark we ſet upon them, 


but blame other hands and cauſes. I would 
 bave each mans virtuous demeanour, ard 


exemplary obedience, beþzs Fortune. Noe 


thrive better than they who dare ve pes nor 


Car any add fo their own or the ingdoms 


glory and happineſs , but ſuch as abominate 
the founding them por 1] Principles. Theſe 
.are the men who give Splendour and Sta- 


bliſhment to a Nation , who judicionſly ſerve 
their Great Maſter with a Zeal to God. 
Religious Obedience will corfirm ws be. 


yond all Arts , for it indeed furniſheth us 
with thoſe Sublime Arts which are eſſential 
' to a well-being, The truth whereof will ape 


pear 'by the praFice, and Glory will un 
doubtedly dwell in our Land , whex we are 
perfe@ly taught to fear God, and honour 
the King. | | 
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Refefliens on the "Tate Times, Prog the 
: Repoſe of ſu fering in a juſt Cauſe. 


CHAT, whichtoo often ha 
'* eth-/in . humane | frien hip, 
and'is a Grand cauſe of the 
- diffolution of thoſe ſacred 
| ties, is'a miſconſtruttion, of 
each ot hers fidelity. Fealoufle over-ballanc- 
eth the truth, when #1j/apprebenfion holdeth 
the 'ſcales ; ſo cannor impartial Zove have 
that * reaſonable - liberty to ſpeak it ſelf, 
nor manifeſt its value cruly: great in adher- 
ing to /ywocence and" Yeracity. This. furi- 
ous Afſaulter of! United affe&tions were the 
lefs- unexcufable, did' it only ſeek'to ſepa- 
rate ſouls, and content with thoſe i impious 
breaches, did not intermeddle with the Sou/ 
B _ and - 
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and juſt God. Thoſe faithful Leagy 
which works of amity might contre 


vine Operations.: To -nie; noth infſeems 
more ſtrange, than tliat 'any'Man [d be 
ignorant of! Gods / /ove,] as>to pre he 
knoweth: the waies thereof; which:are-fo 
: myſterjous.-and: abſtruſe.' i We are capable 
a of the knowledge of it -no-otherwyle,:than 
by an unbyaſſed Fasrh,and a conſtantly-up- 
right Hope ;: andif; we may call this know- 
ledge, the'perteRion i thereof conſilteth -in 
G0t knowing, But'if: we needs will ' bulje 
our ſelves: with ;the: Cauſes, and- became 
laborious-in' the fearch- after : Reaſons -for 
that, which is above: Reaſon, the-Under- 


$ _ e . ry v " ay ; 
* * G "4 s 
C # 
ha P. %, 
- v4 A 


4 


and its primitive Founder, the moſt holy" 


lifation, 
HS 
It ob- 


= 


ſtanding ||, 
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ſtanding ( which by a devout 1gnorance 
was kept flaming like a glorious Lamp, ) 
then.endeth in 2n 7g#7s fatuxs, and ſoon 
vaniſheth not. leaving ſmoke or ſmoother 
to expreſs what it was , .or where It is. 


F_  S-m.s PA 


. - 


That Gedis good, is undeniable 1 that he 
cannot alter, is as true. What a confoun- 
ding miſtake is then that in us, which would 
perſwade us, that the divineGraces muti- 
ny .among. themſelves > whereas it is mans 
ſeditious ſelf only breaketh- ſquares, and 
forgetteth to be obedient? God never de- 
fiſted. from works of Love and Mercy (the 
whole frame . of nature upheld by his 
wiſdome and. providence witneſling as 
much) but maketh the ſmiles of proſperi- 
ty. viſible in the darkeſt ſhades of ad- 
verfity. And although the fond Flfe, Cu- 
rioftie, upbraid my ſtile, endeavouring 
from Natures homebred arguments to in- 
vert it, yet do I promiſe to my ſelf that 
felicity as the beſt, which I ſee hovering 
over my head in the day, wherein I (it 
covered with duſt and aſhes, In that ſur- 
ly billow, whoſe gaping jaws receive me 
with no other promiſes but of deftruction , 
ſorely I ſeem (Jones like) wrapt up and 
gracionlly hidden from the rage of a more 
tempeſtuous evil. It. is not alway a miſe. 
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cauſe man will' not know it, he convert- 
eth that to Evil, which God giveth for 


good. In this. it is, that we fo much 


miſtake Gods Love and prejudice our ſelvs 


by a wrong acception of his moſt graci- 


ous deeds. | If .we confer with fleſh and 
blood the Love, may be queitionable, but 
how can fleſh and. blood diſcern it, the 
fluences thereof being ſupernatural ? 
Yet while we will thus ſeem wiſe, we be- 
foo] our ſelves of the benefit of this Love, 
and cannot notwithſtanding, in the leaſt 
manner quit our ſelves of that, which we call 
a burden intollerable, and truely render 
ſo, far. want of aſupporting faith. In this 
caſe is man tov much burden to himſelf 
without addition; but additions continu- 
ally. aggravating he ſhall not want, ſo long 
as he continueth in it. God indeed be. 


ſtoweth affiiFion on thoſe , whom he in- 


tendeth for his higheſt favours, and maketh 
them quickening provocations of a reſpoa- 
ible gratitude z and therefore doth he 
accordingly own the receiver, as. the re- 
ceiver the gift. Where the gift is welcome, 
the giver 1s received with Joy. Go thy way 
then and as thou haſt believed jo be unto thee, 
Rei 
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rable thing to be under that' which 'men' 
call calamity. God knoweth It and bes 
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Reſt confident in his Love, and thy mourning 
ſb all be turned into dancing. Tearsmay :-be 
ſhed.in vain an fo areall thoſe, which'n 
their birth cannot anticipate joy, [will als 
ways, if I weep, either weep for joy, or be- 
cauſe I reſolve not long to grieve. | 
SURELY I think it better to Jaugh 
at ſorrow, then to. ſorrow for laughter, 
becauſe I had rather have ſimplicity tri= 
umph, then late gained experience to pro- 
cure a lawrel,; although both are in 
their due places commendable. I ſpeak 
it co this purpoſe, that affiictions are giv- 
en cither for trial or pnniſhment. In 


trials afflictions are but paſtimes, if truely 


uſed in puniſhment the cauſe ſomewhar al. - 
tereth the ſtate at firſt, but the benefit is equi- 
valent ar laſt: and although we call them in 
both reſpects miſeries, yet our life here were 
but a miſery without therh. Although we 
reſerve our ſelves never fo warily from the 
Worlds illufions, we are apt to ſtray z but 
theſe heighten our care, duplicate our zeal, 
and add new fewel to the former itock, 
Through theſe chiefly have we the bene- 
tit of approbation here; without which 
the Devil and his agents will take their 
liberty to aſk, Do ye indeed ſerve God for 
nought? hath he not made an hedge 4+ 
B 3 bout 


5 - RefieFions on the late Times. Chap.1 
bout you? Tn good truth, theſe hot trials 
of-our Faith do moſt excellently well or- 
der us in this life antill we come to a 
better. Did this tranſitory life conlilt 
of joys uninterrupted until .its final ac- 
compliſhment, we ſhonld befool our ſelves 
of the joys of the Eternity, for that dot- 
ing upon theſe we ſhould entertain but 
cold and remiſs thoughts of any others. 
Bat tribulations endue us with intireſt 
purity , and when tried in theſe fires we 
come forth a refined metta}, which run- 
neth in the divine mould, and hath uni- 
formity with God. And were it not that. 
ſufferings ſent from God were for our 
good, and do (not only preſerve alive in us 
the ſparks of virtne, but alſo). blow u 

and encreaſe that warmth , which hath 
long been raked up in embers, and is | 
ſcarce durable without the billowes of 
adverſity, how cometh it to paſs that ſo ma- 
ny of God's choſen ſervants have ſet upon 
them the value of the ' higheſt favours? 
Indeed ſeeing how mightily theſe do 
work for the good, and how uſuall 

they do reſt upon the lot of the righteous, 
holy men do rather ſuſpect themſelves, 
then applaud their condition for happy, if 
their lite hath'at no time any ——— 
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Chap. 1, Refle zons ont he late Times. = - 7 
of ſweet and bitter. Piety; united with a 
long proſperity, is ſuch a wonder _in' our 
earthly pilgrimage.tbat we may even thence 
be brought to fear that' we enjoy the 
Jels of God, the more we enjoy of his 
temporal favours without intermiffion or 
diſturbance. To joy in tribulations is not 
the meaneſt of joys, but is the foundation - 
of joys truely parmanent , or rather the 
proper fountain of pleaſure ſolide and e- 
ternal. 
NEITHER need we fear the Forld- 
tings reproaches when their ſcoffes riſe up 
like a cloud deſigned to darken our day,and 
which menaceth our ſecurity in the bleſſed 
light of the Star of Jacob.If they diſdainfully 
alk us, Where 3s now our God in whom we 
truſied ? Let us become more and more 
confident in him, that he may be more and 
more viſible inus. Inour trials theſemuft 
bear a part, and are commonly refervs to be 
ſent forth at laſt when other experiments 
fail. And although. theſe clamorous miſ- 
cheifs ſeem afar off leſs formidable, yet 
upon one and the other aſſault they 
make evenſtrength it ſelf ſometimes to yeild, 
often to retire, We are apt then to'break 
forth into unmanly paſſions and fruſtrate 
our former labours for want of a diſcreet 
b FB 4 "= 
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| filence at laſt- Or elſe when from ſmaller 


blaſts, contumelious words encreaſe to. a 
general tempeſt, we forget to ſteer our 
courſe with the more care, and cowardly 
faint for fear. How perfectly have 1 ſeen 


ſome to aCt a. Bedlar: freak, becauſe the ho- 


nor of their beſt a&1ons is by fame obſcur- 
ed? And then do malevolent Tongues feed 


the fury of this diſtemper by adding ſtill 


new cauſes, Others, how (AJaſs!) do they 
pine away, and, like men laid out for an 
eternal reſt, wholly compoſe themſelvs. to 
their ſleepy revenge? As if they repaid 
the adverſe taunts with this ſilent torture 
of - themſelves, they ſo languiſh into no- 
thing , that indeed, rather then like men 
prepared for the graves deſcent, you 
would think them ſome expreſs ſhew of a 
too too haſty reſurrection, when the bones 
ſtart up, and leave their covering of fleſh 
and ſkin, as yet not acceptable. But a 
middle way there is wherein he walketh, 
who hath ſomewhat of the courage of 
the former, ſomewhat of the {ilence of the 
later. Both fo well mixed and tempered, 


that being made up of both, you would 


admire how a venerable diſcretion could 

be extracted from theextreams of madneſs 

and folly, The appearance of COTE 
| an 


— 


Chap.l. 
| and lorrow. jg the aujured (wither it ture 
bulently becomes its own proclamation, or 
fondly repreſleth words the more to 
expreſs grief) doth but create new plea- 
ſures in the Offewder , and by continual 
ageravations of his adverſaries cares he 
heighteneth his own delights. A regard- 
leſs enterment of ſuch unwelcome gueſts 
(as are Scoffes and Reproaches) ſooneſt 
wearieth them. If you would torce them 
to depart, they ſtick cloſeſt; jf you would 
fly from them , they follow after and 
fly faſter : onely let them not confound, 
and they are ſuddenly confounded. The 
beſt courſe is, fear them not, regard them 
not. Refrain words, they are ſpeechleſs; 
| water them not with tears, they wither ; 
ſpare anger, you puniſh them 3 ſpare vio- 
lence, you eruſh them. Where is the be- 
nefit of trial, if we will be either outra- 
glous or ſullen? He, who (like as the 
rock outbraveth the inſolency of a tempeſt ) 
hach put on reſolutions as unmoveable 
and firm as befitteth man endued with a 
Soul, illuminated from God, and repleniſh- 
ed with hope, dareth already 1n this life 
account himſelf of the Church triumphant, 
as having this new name written on his 
forehead , More then conqueror, Brave 

Eprrits 


RefleB® ions on the Timer. 9 


10 Refte@ions on the" late Times. Chap. t. 
Spirits have retired walks, can withdraw 


themſelves from the tumults, which with« 


out are frequent, and do compoſe'theml! 


ſelvs to that diffuſed bliſs of confcience, 
where there is nothing nnruly , no Maur- 


mars, no Ripining, no Tormenting coun* 
fels how to repay, but alway thoſe more 


excellent faculties of Mercy and Forget- 


Fulneſs, And unto thoſe black Inſtruments 
of Obligay , miſhappen Tongues , to 
be able to return no other anſwer bat that 
of an innocent life is a þliſſe like that of the 
Saints in Heaven. ; | EE 

THUS we may and muſt do, becauſe 
whatſoever is 11] ſpoken of us, although 
it look diretly towards us, yet doth it 
not concern us. But if reproaches ſoar 
yet higher and invade Heavez, that more 
concerning us then our ſelves, how ſball 
we moderate our courſe and direct our 
ſteps? They, who injure us in our bodies, 


cftates and names, will not reſt here, but| 
will yet labor to ſtrike higher if poſit. 


ble, It is not ſtrange, that they , who 


Jmite with the fift of wickedneſs , ſhould} 


laſh with the tongues of preſumption and 
vanity; and becauſe they think #o Lord 
can controul them , they will not ſpare to 
the injury of God and 4s, to lift them up 
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againſt Heavens ſacracy it elf. If they 
cannot pierce our Sowls with ſteel , they 


will try what thoſe lighter darts can effect; 
and how deep theſe windv arrows will 


enter. They will rather then fail of all, 
attempt the diſhonour of him, who fitteth 
in the Heavens ; to the preſervation of 
which onely immaculate Beaxty it 1s. that 
we are ſo ready to devote our ſouls and 
yield our bodies 'a ſacrifice, It no da- 
mage or croſs, as it hath: relation to our 
ſelves, can trouble our well armed and for- 
tified heart ſo as to make it bleed, yet, after 
horrour and amazement; death it ſelf is 
frequently in the entry, when we ſee 
Religions choice ornaments, and Devotions 


chief glory by ſubject to the power of a 


ſacriligeows tongue. Then if ever our hands 


hang down helpleſs, our knees. wax feeble; 
then are even wiſe and good men diſtraCt- 
ed with faintheartedne(ſs and fear. And 


'here I am at aſtand, who, my ſelf ſpeaking 


of an tininterrupted joy, do wonder how I 
once dared name it, or that I could per-_ 


 fivade my ſelf that there were any ſuch 


thing under Heaven. - And indeed naming 
It with a doleful lamentationfor its abſence 
would proveat theutnioſt all,did I not fore, 
ſee for making up my breaches that good 
Se ww. Vvamaritanes 
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Semaritanes approach with healing in his 
wizos, He plangeth mine almoſt ſlaughz 
tered $Soxl in baths of wine and rivers of 
oyl, and reviveth me with cordial ſweets, 
ſpeaking better and more conſolatory lan- 
guage then the ſword when it cryeth, Zt 
7s enough. He teacheth me wot to be a- 
fraid for the terrour by night , nor for ths 
 @eſtruition , that waſteth at noon day, be- 
caufe he, who is higher then the higheſt re- 
gerdeth. Indeed if we conſider that reproa- 
ches cannot hurt us., we may thence learn 
that they leſs hart God. Thoſe things, which 
we obferve, are nat done without his per- 
miflion. This he teacheth us, and by this 
mſinuateth to our underſtandings, that he 
can reprefle and puniſh when he will. If 
thoſe vaſt bodies of the liquid Domintons 
are bounded by his pleafure3 it the floods 
and waves,though they roar and make a tu> 
mult, have yet this curb, hitherto ſhall ye paſs 
and no farther ; how much leſs ſhall zzax, 
who dwelleth in houſes of clay,be able to con- 
tradict him : He inhabiting a ruinated and 
fottering Fabrick, the more he adyanceth 
the top of it, the ſooner the botrom falleth.. 
if he ſetteth his brains on work to contrive 
engines to demoliſh what he would have 
preferved in ſtrength and beauty , if his 
ana | | | tongue 
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rongueutteteth any thing proudly and cons 
temptuouſly apaintt his honour, God, who 
for a little time ſuffereth it, will neither for- 
get nor long delay the juſt puniſhment of 
ſuch ire- provoking villantes, Could itbe 
that he were like the revolted 1/raelites 
dumb God, Baal, faln into a ſleep, theſe loud 
crying offences would ſoon awaken him, 
they would rouze up that Majeiy , which 
would not again lye down, until he had 
emptied his revengefu] quivers, and wade 
his arrows drunk with the blood of #l.2 Naim. 
The juſt he will keep ſecretly'in'a Paviliox 


from the ſtrife of tongues 3 he will ſhew'them 


his ſeerer determinarions,and how even this 
tendeth to the good of his.Ele& oxes. For 
they like poliſhed jewels ſhall they be 
diſcerned from other adzlterate flones flub- 
bered over with deceit; than their moſt 
apparent luſtre ſhall receive a maltiphet 

of unwonted g!ory, whoſe conſtancy doth 
more dignifie, than the moſt impious Sacy#- 
ledge can deface, the excellency. of our 
Chriſtian profeſſion. But thoſe whom prattice 
hath niade Maſters in the Devi/'s Arts of 


| miſchief, whom an haughty preſumption 


hath carried on as it were a deluge Werping 
away, overturning and over whelming all 

bat: i 
oppoſites, do but overhaſtily run t = 


deſtined courſe into the bottomleſs pit, 
where the Devil and they ſhare their pur- 
chaſed inheritance of endleſs damnation,, 
And even thoſe, whom a true fear of God 
never ſanified , but only a fupercilious 
gravity,adorning the outſidemade the inſide 
indiſcernible to man, are not unknown to 
God, He ſeeth of how rotten a frame their 
hearts are made ; and ſuch Iwps of hel, as 
fear not tobe openly rebellious,be ſuffereth 
to lift the verity of ſuch as only profeſs it, 
So is he glorified both in the faithful and 
unfaithful, in the devoxt Chriſt;ar, and the 
hypocritical. Profeſſor. The one inflamed 
with perfe@ love, cafteth away fear , not 
knowing how to be diſtracted 3 the other, 
what he deceitfully entertained, is conten- 
ted publickly as well as privately to ſee 
abuſed That which the one embraceth, as 
being its own beſt reward , the other with 
contrary aims courteth , and for the ſame 
vilfieth and contemneth 3 The one prefer- 
eth the contemplative joys .of Heaven 
before all things, the other delighteth in the 
ſarfeiting ſweets proper only to fleſh and 
blood the one 1s for the gain of godlinef, 
the other for #he-godlineſs of gain. And 
therefore this {]ippery Saint doth not ſtick 


upon occaſion to creep into a religious! 


dreſs 
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dreſs, and fo become conſtant to it ſo long 
as conſtancy may be miſtaken, But he with- 
draweth himſelf, when he ſeeth that dreſs 
grow out of faſhion, and with a tongue 
equal . to the loudeſt , condemneth the 
needleſs obſervations of holineſs. It con- 
iſteth not. with his hopes or wiſhes to 
maintain the Doftrines of Obedience with 
an empty belly, or run barefoot to Heaven. 
He holdeth it far ſafer to curſe God to his 
ace andlive, than to fing Alelujab's to him 
withan heart torn;upon a rack, and even 
breathing 1 its laſt, He cannot diſcern Reli- 
gions glories among, the tottered rags, of 
beggary, nor. its beauty from its defaced 
Palaces. Thus while he deemeth Keligiox 
ſyperfiuous, c becauſe forſooth not laden 
with ſuperfluities) he is driven down. the 
ſame channel with the moſt. violent diſture 
bers of Chriſt;an peace ; periſhing wretches 
with deſperate ſouls? 

TOFAITHFUL men (although ſuf; 
fering)here are Arguments of a reward,that 
God regardeth and ſeparateth them from the 
veſſels of wrath. Nis Mercy and Juſtice 
know no mean, but are applied in the eternt- 
ty ofeither puniſhment or reward without 
negle&. . And thoſe, whom God ſo owneth, 
be aſſuredly therefore ſeparateth, that 72 


bleſſmng 
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bleſſing he may bleſs them, and in multiplying 
may make their feeds of glory. to be mult. 
plied as the Stars of Heaven, and as the ſand, 
which 15 upon the ſca-ſhorez, giving them this 
preſent a{lu1ance, that though they. ſuffer, 
[et a little while and the wicked ſhall ns more 
be, althongh they be oppreſled by them for 


a while, yet at leigth they ſhall poſſeſs the 


gates of their enemies. ' Leta fading beauty 
and decaying luftre preſent fools with 


admiration zmen foundly wiſe, and diſcreet=' 


ly politick, augh at theſe Images of content. 


If they at all mourn; it is notat their own' 


\T? 


ſeenting calamities, bat that any ſhould by 
ſuch happineſs dream themſelves '1nto ven-, 


geance and wo interminable. And as mnch' 


do they wonder how ſuch men can ever 
hope to effect their deſigns. How little 
furious words, violence, and rage can wea- 
ken Religions Nerves (although they ſome- 
times force not only tears but blood) the 
miraculous growth of the primitive Church, 
under perſecution may teach them. As we' 
have ſeena fire for ſome time ltifted , pre- 
(ently after flame up, and ſpread it felt into 
almoſt an incredible extent, waving its! 
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bratidiſhed head with the ambition of Pt 


reaching Heaven - So Religion threatned, ' 


confined and opprefied committeth vio-J® 
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lence on violence'it ſelf, and maketh ſapss 
preffion become its glor yi Fhey who would 
Pina the Church = chtdren-, did. bat 
from each wound of theirsſhed that blond, 
which generated anew. In the greateſt rage 
of perfecurions, that wozld:was (ina fore} 
too narrow for the reception off Fazith's 
mmerouws Tſue,and therefore Heaven became 
acolony tor thofe many , who-fo. willingly 
left earth out of confidence of:an inheri< 
rance above, We ſee then that theſe 
adverfaries of our temporal proſperity 
(which. too too frequently proveth the 
Souls canker) are not altogether inconves 
nient mftruments, Their potions given us 
to drivk, ( chotigh intended for miſchief, 
rs cordials and wholfome medicines ; 
om Stygz4ximn the git, they become E/zfiaz 
inthe receipt, and: = te ſaid the 
us glad, becauſe once taſted they enconrage 
us and cherilh i inus a certain generous ant= 
molity , which without fach contentians 
langoiſherh and dyeth, 
NOW that we may not miſtake God'stove, 


neither commit a rape upon our own expes- 


; ]ations, let us conſider thatthat life is not: 


f 


the beſt, which is, but which ſhall be free 
{from trouble; that thoſe 5 joys are not the 


2 molt ſincere, which tonch. the ſenſe: bur! 


C the 
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the ſoul with delight. So then the only! 
means to remove the-injuries of ſtiſpitions/Jt 

' Joys, is to make friendſhip withtheir oppo-.ſt 

| ſites. Wemuſt work our fouls: joy , notiii 
out of eaſe, which 1s 'but the gate of fr 
corruption not out of worldly favour,;fe 
which is but deceitful;not out ofany ſett)ed: 
affection upon other the like. things , as: 
doting upon wealth, content in pleaſure, an 
over-high vahue of our reputations among 
men,, We may not by theſe think to accus 
mulate to our felves benefit or bliſs ; (they, 
will makeus at laſt: come ſhort of our aim): 
but by a laborious care to-fertific both foul: 
aud body, by an earneſt endeavour to have 
God's loves and all our trials not to befth 
found of hte temper than we were! 
before willing to have them thought of, by'ſth 
dedicating the heart, which 1s the thronefth 
of love, to him alone, and ſo makingþe 
poverty, reproach, and ſuch like (if he beÞpy 
pleaſe to appoint us thereto) our favousl 
rites ahd familiars. And thus ſball we alſofni 
make'to our ſelves reparations for the loſfsI[t 
of other things, which I acconnt but theÞpre 
injuries of. mortality if courted andfvi 
wooed. Het $01 
TRIBULATION 1s frequently extendedfto 
to all mankind.but is a beneficial priviledgeff 

z1: g only} 
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.Jonly to the juſt. To them, it becometh a. 
(benefit, becauſe they know how to prize it ; 
- [bat eſpecially becauſe they know how to uſe 
lit :*to others it is not fo, fot the contrary. 
freaſon. + The effefts of itare according to | 
-Jeach mans apprehenſion and eſteent of it ; as 
trials. they are good , if we be pleaſed to. 
think ſo : as puniſhments alſo, opinion hath 
1 the ſame power to make themuſeful, Even 
fin this refpect; there is in afflitions an artifi- 
' [cial love conſonant to all God's fayours. In 
7 them we cannot but acknowledge a divine_ 
 Ipower, making us learn obedience from the. 
|Þbings we have ſuffered, Thereby the Holy. 
: 
D 
4 


hoſt doth more cfiecually breath into us 
fthan by. the Prophets-and holy: Scriptures 
fthemſelves. We too too frequently reſiſt: 
Fthoſe ſacred diCtates of the Spirz#,and vilifie 
the monitions of pious men 2 but afflictions. 
render us not only attentive to God ſpeaking 
dy them, but alſo yielding and obedient. To 
»Fwhich man can hardly do other than ſub= 
ofnit, they being true mollifiers of the heart. 
[They ſpeak unto us ſo powerfully, that we 
epre ſure to anſwer in ſuch language as may 
dfvitneſs an humiliation and change wrought 
$nus. Indeed the language of ſome differeth. 
dfrom that of others. Therefore the repining ; 
effieprobate js clamorous, crying out , 4p 


2 puniſh- 


yl 
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puniſſinient is greater than I can bear; buthe;f 

who hath in him any thing favouring” of 

piety, remembreth theſe pumſliments to be 

the cha$tiſenients of bis peace,and implorethy 

the divine mercy mn laments and tears, the} 

eruptions of x penitent heart, Pumfhmenits}- 

are for the better, until by the offender they} 

dre turned to theworſe, He, who correGell 4 

every Son, whom he receiveth, correCtethF* 

many that none may be loſt, Neither willf* 

his rod feem troubleſome to any, whom theſſ! 

meniory of their tranſprefſions doth truly 

« affli&, If fin cauſe forrow, the reſt harhſ? 

rotHing of farrow,, but is its remedy,whichÞ 

althavgh it ſmellerh fowre , its relliſh is} 

ſweet. When any of us forgetteth to waſhſ 

his pollated breaſt with a deluge of repen- ff 

tant tears, to. that croſs (aswe call it) off * 

miſhap,which forceth him to pour out what Lf 

to his own damage: he wretchedly de-J © 

tained, he ought E $7; togive a ready 
welcome. In the poſleftion of this veryÞ 

fortunate adverſity mortal man hath (6 Fa 

much cauſe-to rejoyce as inceſſantly to pra' 1h 

rather by miſery thus to be made happy,j#4 

than to be in a poflibility of miſtaking Goo 

.. love, through a tedious worldly profperity. de 

Could we live inthe world wake fin, weſ'#0 

needed not by one miſery to be wrackeaP* 

out] 
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e 4 out of another. But ſeeing wecannpt but 
»5fÞ fin, 'tis meet. we ſhould bear the remedy; 
z&4 nay, becauſe we know. it (to. be a remedy, 
thi ratber/inviteit.than refuſe;it. Atreedriven 
by an adverſe and violent wing, -1s:-better 
preferved by a prop (although perhaps 3t 
cub-off ſome of the -bark, or-for. due pla» 
,clngſome;ſmall regardleſs branch be lopt 
th-offthanbeturaed upto be deſtroyed rogt' 
11$and:branch : .Soif we could ſtand alway 1n 
ef-that innocent poſtureand holy order, which 
yl beſeemeth us, as there would be no need of 
kf it, ſo there would: be undoubtedly an im- 
RI munity from tribulation. But ſceing we 
sf either cannot or will not but incline that 
hi way,. which corruption driyeth, us, Jet us 
-L{tand-as we may;,; better it is that part: be 
þ-4mpaired-than all.loſt, And if noughtbut 
{Auperfluities be impaired , ſuch impairing 
| ceadeth in a blefigd reparation. Loſing 

4 wbhatwehavecommonly maketh us find our 
Elves. Find our ſelves, 1ſfay : For it fre- 
j-quently happeneth.that among opr many 

| itupendious toyes and glorious trifles, we 

4 $ambleuntilweareata loſs. We commit fin 
land make daily progreſles in,it {tn hath its 
cluding enticements , which we liſten 
J'to and follow; we follow ſo far till we 
forget. our:ſelyes, we liſten till we are 
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| lulled atleep. Thanks then and courty 
ſhip for that friendly hand, which 
awakening and correCting us, pointet} 
out the way of our return. This bang * 
1s affliction, the merit (yet withal the pur} 
'gation,) of fin. We'do not uſe to' 1c 
Colliers with white faces : Mortals, 'afj © 
ſinners, - have a ſmntty hue ; and- belideſ 
that, the fruits of their works have {. 
looty taſte, Upglineſs, bitterneſs, 'croſle 
and perplexities come '/ of conformity. 
with things of nought. But yet it 1s for ouy ' 
good to have cur 11] difpoſitions thwarted. 
"which cannot more profitably be, than by. 
God's hand aftlifting , which, although. 
ſeemingly perplexing,is found confolatory], 
for after{dve obſervation it will appear,thaſ 
even the rod it holdeth and uſeth, is cony _ 
fortable and delightfome- It frequently | 
happeneth that we have heard ſome of oug. 
ungoverned actions rehearſed withadditiag' 
by thoſe, whom we might truly imaging. 
meant us no good , neither ſpake for ou. . 
bettering, But ought we nevertheleſs fi ' 
riouſly to ſwell againſt, or paſſionately tq_ 
expoltulate with God, who ſuffered of; 
enemies thus to triumph over us, when uy. 
prized by infirmity? No, It 1s but ou; 
bounden Religion to thank that Foxytail. : 


——— 
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of; pity forſo unexpeted and moſt benefj- 
, | -cial help in the time of our -greateſt-ne- 
ceſſity. His careful love wronght, in-him-a 


.< .timely compaſſion towardsus «diſtreſſed, by 
1 whether natural .or accidental pollutions 3 
4 and to the end that we might not, to our 


.Creator's diſhonour and our own -confeund- 
1,0 ing ſhame, lye long in them, out of cnmities 
J-high flown rage did he find means to make a 
J -defired reconciliation. Thoſe ,. whom we 
. | - call friends (and have reaſon peradventure 
An other things ſo to eſteerm-them) will not 
ſoreadily caſt theſe tones at ws, either con- 
fidering their own frailty, or averweighing 


-a juſt reprehenfion, Rut aur enemies 
I will freely diſperſe them without either fear 
JT: or wearineſs. . From whom our wiſe: dili- 
"gence ought quietly to take things of this 
'J- nature, and acquaint our ielves therewith 
{'/as from the better hand.. Other times (pro- 
bably.) we may .be aſlaulted with violent 
' ſhelves of accuſations concerning -thoſe 
«things, wherein without blinding . ſelf 
- flattery, wehave judged our ſelves nor ar- 
* religiouſly innocent. .But then laying 1nto 
| the ſame ſcale ations of ancienter- commil- 
[/ faries have been deprived, we ſhall find it 
J-: C 4 beſt 


| - the diſpleaſure many times proceeding from - 


fion, of the knowledge whereofour adver- 


4 
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beftzo purthis billwirh :otheraccomprs all. 
- upOtvzthe fame file. Sveing we have tdeſer-| - 
;ved us machorherwife, without |complain;f - 
'Iing then [may 'wehear ſomewhat of mjury,ſ 
: feemmg we hadinotbeenfor along timeuſtlyſ. 
_ dealt with, nor!ſomnch' as met wathoour - 
own inatedious'6i{courſe.: Who is there, 
thatwould exempt himſelf from the nam-ſ- 
- ber of ſafferers? [Let !him not bring inno-| 
| cency for his bail. Althonghhe 'be-1n theſ] - 
next-degree to that felf mobilifying perfe-]- 
cion, whichmightitake the phant wings off | 
the dove to fly awuy andbe utireſt, yetthat 
little, be it (as I may fay) bur apart off. 
& defedt, fo infupportably:cloggethiman,that] 
| Hecannot advance himſelf above the inju-]. 
ries of mortality. iLife. uponiearth+1s burt-al - 
pawn depohted 1n 'fin-begotten miſeries. 
griping hand:But if ſhe be able fo to ſqueeze] , 
and temper us, that our outſide and infidq/. 
do at laſt become a lumpall of good liking, 
inthe ſight of :0urigood :and gracious Faq 
Ei: ther, we-are neither foolithly to fear, noq. 
curriſhly:to ſnap at, that hand, 'which-new| 
'mouldeth -1us.. - The place of this -our -re 
'ordimation:may indeed 1feemareadful, yet: 
'3s HE none: other butthe houſe of God, 'and the 
g4te of heaven; 'Itisthe SenGuary of devout 
piety, 'wheremto. we make our ſubtil, _ q 
WF Xo 3-5» YL -- +." % oy 
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i. 


Take-Oour lecure etcape trom bn, 'Which we 
diſcerning, are to make halt forward,rather 


than be of thoſe, who draw back, in whons 
God laith his Soul ſhall bave nopleaſure. 'Olet 
ws then eſcape thither,and our ſouls ſhall live. 
Secing tribulation to bethe reward of-fin, 
let us by bearing it wiſely reach-at. the xe- 


ward of Patience. In our:adverſity -we 


mult be pofleſs'd withpatience 3 for it is # 


our patience that we mult poſſeſs our Sonls, 
Iron by fires durativn maketh armour fut- 
ſ ficient .to withitand deaths formidable con- 


trivances'z and man often heat in the chim- 
neys of affliction, and hammered upon the - 
anyils of worldly miſcries .is enabled forhis 
victory,through the Captain of his ſalvation, 
who was made perfed through ſuſferings.Thus 


.all the before-named{ceming cauſes of trou- 


bleare but preparatives to-our joy ; they 


arebut miſts, -which cool and bedew one 
hour of our morning , that.the reſt of our 


.day may the more fenſibly-flouriſh, .and our 
Sun victoriouſly break forth into.a continu- 
ing ſplendour, Let him. (as he juftly:de- 
{erveth it) be deprived of joy, who deemeth 
deliverance from evil a plunge into miſery, 
Tinthe mean time prqying,Thy will, 0 God, 


| be my delightand proſperity. 


WHICH 
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-.- WHICHto happening according to myfj 
wiſhes, I ſhallnot now (as formerly) let 
my thoughts creep low , nor {hall I brook 
their defilement with what T my {elf treat 
.upon. Earth oughtnot to claim with'Hea- 
vena participation of us. It were enough 
to deſtroy the hopes of our harveſt, fhould 
_ we, notwithitanding the husbandry dilt 
gently managed , and'our field well manu- 
red, let tares\{pring up among our wheat, 
Ler us nor ſuffer any thing which was meant 
for our good,” to turn to our hurt, Tt is 
both pity that good ſeeds ſhould unlackily 
be opprefied in their growth, and evil ones 
' Permitted to flouriſh in contempt of art ; 
which, if it happeneth in mans heart, 1t 1s a 
tign of its being wigh to curſing. We ate 
Tackt and torn; large furrows 'made 01 oxr 
backs, and the Ploughers go over our heads, 
that evil and unprofitable ſeeds may be 
overlaid ane periſh. Here the intent of the 
good husbandry is quite averſe to a fond 
nouriſhing of indiſcreet fo{tering of them ; 
but yet that is not all. The labour would 
: be reduced tothe number of folly s impetu- 
ous vanities, if only to this purpoſe under- 
. gone. | But the conſequence of overturmng]. 
bad ones is a prudent diſpoſition of better in 
their places, And ſo doth the heart EY 
only 
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: only thoſe ſeeds as its own, which have their 
injection after ſo excellent an orders which, 
Ny when:they have taken root, dothrive wor- 
; thy the proſperous hand of the divine hus- 
+1 bandry. For indeed tribulation worketh 
al ous thus much , that we love God after a 
- ſincere ſenſe of it, more than we did before 


-in a corrupt ſenſe of his carthly gifts; For 
there is apparently in them. more. of. his 
bleflings , becauſe unqueſtionably more of 
his-love, We,meeting with forreigners and 
ſtrangers, are commonly. more addicted -to 
-liberality and outward tokens of courteſic, 
'than to reprove thoſe vices, which we ſee 
in them 3; but wholſome repraofs .welay in 
ſtore for the homebred inheritours of. our 
fortunes. Adts of jndulgenceto ſuffer men 
peaceably to enjoy (as to the ontward, man 
can do nothing to' the inward) ELands., 
«| #iches, andeſtates may be extended to ene- 
F mies 3 _chaſtiſements men uſe to their belo- 
ved children. Wherefore the puniſhments 
i} of this life are far better than the benctitsof 
fortune. We thendeſervedly appreheng- 
ing ſo mach, praiſe God for his unſearchable 
'| wiſdom,and loye himfor his inefiable goog- 
fl neſs. - God, who ſpared not his. own. Firſt- 
'l begottep and Well-beloved, innot ſparing us, * 
manifeſteth his. affection to us . as. well- ] 
s beloved 
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beloved and heirs of his promiſes ; and we 
by being exerciſed in his love. igrow from 
grace tograce, from:firength toftrength, un- 
til we appear perfe@ before God in Sion the 
celeftial. Tribulation in this life doth not 
only try and corre& us, but maketh our 
inward man more gloriouſly to advance his 
trophies over fin 3 it maketh us eminent -in 
thepractice of the better part, and richer 
toour ſelves, becauſe we treafure apin the 
Soulthole jewels, which the dull pleaſures 
of the world bury all over in 'obhtvion, I 
condemn not peaceable tranquillity, it is-to 
be the care of onr hearts; I'condemn not 
profperiey, Godhath frequently given it to 
his great Favourites, But without reaching 
an offenſive finger towards the diſturbance 
of any of its well-compofed ornaments, 'I 
_ will prefume to ſay, that it beeometh more 

torious after a-confli& with adverſity, and 
13 not truly ſplendid till furniſhed with 
luftrefromaffittions ſtore. Things of the 
world even the beſt, although good , are 

et imperfett when- compared to heavens 
y 5 of the number\6f* which -I jadge affii- 
Cons to be according as God ſeeth meet 
to'beſtow them. And although in either 
eſtate it is not impoſhble for a-man to' live 
ptouſly,yet becanſe adverſity is an Ee: 
» ra an 
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and more certain'way to Heaven , becauſe. 
proſperity, if it be notaltogether remiſs, is 
commonly notfo'exact fasit ought) in per- 
fotmance of good, the one is permitted: to 
ſuceeed the other by way of probation, and 
adverſity {till carrieth the day. She is Re- 
lieions more natural nurſe, becauſe' freed: 
from pride, which isa'cloſe adherent to. am- 
bitious felicity, and: hath thoſe goods! ro 
which proſperity doth unwillingly ſtoop, 
Obedience and! Love, And adverfity pole 
ſc{ſing the foul of theſe twa- majeſtick,. yet 
humble graces, what need more words to 
make my comment upon her more:copious? 
Would we' have peace, tranquillity, joy 
and all inward'happineſs upon earth-: Here 
are all thefe'in loves banners to be .: 
ed? Would wehave glory, joy, reſt and. 
felicity more than earthly > Obedzence rea- 
cheth at them, and giveth them unto us here 
in aſſurance, hereafter in deed. And: as 
thefe give vs joy and peace, ſo are they alſo 
their Guardians placing them above hamane 
contingencies,and out of the reach of curs& 
Fortanes malicious arreſts, Onr joy is i» 
heaven, where alſo'onr converſation 35, and 
while there we may be. ſure 1t is fixed and 
immoveable, So we,impartially furveying 
the immenſity of God's love, find — 
O 
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of the body tobe:the riches and welfare ofi|m 
the Soul, and: the impairing thereof - the; 
building up of our-perfections,. \The con-Þfcc 
Z fideration whereof doth ealtly induce ns told, 
T profeſs that although God be pleaſed to ex-;w 
erciſe our : patience in hardſhips, we willy 
not caft off our joy and hope , which haveiſſp 
ſo 'great a recompence of reward ; neitheriÞci 
will: we ceaſe with that worthy ſafferer to'ih; 
lay, that althoxgh he ſlay ns , yet will wel 
truſt in him, Of which ſufferer. yet more:1Jh; 
What was there in him but love towards | y 
God (till carefully nouriſhed, when he tak-;[n 
eth all thus patiently, What ſhall we receive. ff 
good at the hand of God, and ſhall we not | a 
receive evil?, And as hereceived them pa-. [b 
tiently, ſoafſuredly jeyfully. - For thaxks-, [h 
giving. being the exuberance 'of joy and | e 


a fecundation of Benefits, he giveth thankes; 
$ for the former aiffictions,, ſaying, Bleſſed 
HB be the name of the Lord; which aftlictions | © 
: have ſoon after an addition. It was not: 
faid of him, that he was that #44 ef God, | n 
who was diſobedient to the word of the Lord,, | 1 
whom the Lord delivered to the roaring Li- | v 
on, whith tare bins: thus. in peices , but. | t 
E that he was perfe@ and upright, that fear- | c 
E. ed God and eſchewed evil, Bat all was |t 
| done for his compleating 3 for whereas we; | r 
| may 
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LAChap.1. Kefle@ions on the late Tires.” 31 
timay think that nothing could be added to. 
erfuprightneſs and perfeCtion,, yet we mult, 
conſider that the very epithite of perfect 
Idoth admit of .aſuperlative, and that him, 
*Iwho was perfe&,” Gods love would have: 
LIyet more. perfe&t,*ere he come to.. that: 
e\fperfe@ion, which is above humane eapa-. 
Fijcity: He who was perfect as to what he 
Yfhad, was imperfeC in an indigent bareneſs.: 
2'J1 cannot ſay he wanted patience, but he 
Thad been without the reward, -as well as: 
 Iwe without the example, 1f he had not 
met with his: tryal, So by adverſaties 
friendly mediation he became poſleſt with 
” [4 crown, even the crown of patience, which. 
- before could nor be dune unto him -untH 
. [he had- overcome, and herein alſo manifeſt- 
Jed himſelf perfe# and npright, one that 
pF oe God and eſcbewed evil, not |by fear | 
ut ſubmiſſion 3 he ſubmitted to the evil 
of: fortune patiently , rather then to the 
evil of corruption fooliſhly. He could 
| not thorowly effect his Victory over his e- 
nemy,..whom he encountred, with ſo many - 
unnecefiary. clogs as before cumbred him, 
therefore Leaked go. forth againſt him. 
calting eff all help feemingly _ good in _ 
j the worlds: eye. And thus was he made I 
1 more ſufficient tor the overthrow - of his 1 
daily 
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daily watchful and pernicioufly ſubtil ' Ad 
verſary. Being robbed of 'al} outward 
goods, his internal he the better preſern 
ed, which were thus efficacious and ſubs 
. Jet to: no damage. Had henot been mas 
licioufly impoveriſhed by his plotting enev 
219, he had not been ſo: glorioufly triams 
'Phant over. him, nor taken the crafty mn 
his own deviſes. - Here was the intention 
of Love, which was not unjuſt in aftiaing, 
but merciful mſufteining. Hope was intros 
duced by fufierings, and Certairtyſuſteined 
by lofles, and he made almoſt preater 
then a Saint, becaufe repnted a worm and 
#0 man. God loveth us too much, unleſs 
we loved him more and valued his Love 
at an higher rate, He hath voluntarily! 
and even humbly obliged himſelf to love; 
and would force us to become dear and * 
precious in his eyes by the continual royal-yn 
ties of his goodneſs oppignorated to ugI8 
from the cradle'to theSepulchre. He de-J{c 
ſires to benefit us by the kindneſſes of pro«||i0 
ſperity and #he indulgencies of  adverſity.Ilt6 
He created ustothe one and redeemed usf0 
by the other. Our Redemption then was; 
Love , our Creation was power; although thenÞÞe 
he can ſave us by his power, yet let us norÞe 
debire it withonr his love, He valued andju 
purchal- 
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1 Chap 1. Refle#7ony onthe late Tires, © 33; 
4 purchaſed us by affiictions, labours, blood-- 
ſhed and death ,/not becauſe; we were of 
4 ſo much worth, but: that we might be of. 
4 more worth by his powerful affection to. 
af us. | Let us ſuſteining, our own caſualties - 
{and miſerable-condition in this life, become. 
4 powerful to an able and free return of love; 
to. ſuffer a little, in /pve-to him, who ſuffer- 
af ed (nay. ſuffereth ) much more in compaſje 
fonfor xs. Weibave nothing immortaFtbut 
4 our -Soxls, and even theſe are made hable. 
$to deaths cruelty, unlefs that in life we dye 
xo lf living by invitating Chrift our life we. 
J{ dy,. we may reſt gflured that our /ife 75 bid 
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yi]to. keep -up .the .memory of antiquity. 
| Time. wheeling about giveth us the ſame. 
d{ Fragedier, onely the perſons changed and: 
new eForrs introdnced. . But (as it ts the 
9 general. abuſe of things) time will not leſs. 
{er the narration, nor give ushis accounts; - 
«in. contracted. charaCters 3 ſo thar ' things 
formerly done, however-ſeeming. prodigi-. 
1s oully large, fall ſtrangely ſhort of what we 
have ſeenaCted..The Devil, who might have - 
n{]Þeca thought his craftsamaſter. in mifche if 
xt heretofore 3\ when he was able in ſuch nus. 
+ mecroys troups to derive his Plagnes upon 
{= _ that 
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that matchleſs/ piece of patience, inriocent! 
{0b, hath been-able (as millions of diſtreſs) 
ed perſons have, dy- their tears ſhed for! 
themſelves and others, witnefled ) to fend! 
forth into our- land-calamities enough to 
have” tried thonſands of 'Jsber 5 not overs 
turning one particular- mans fortunes, and! 
fruſtrating his ſecufe repoſe, but ſacrificing} 
to his unſatiated 'rage and hanger pir'd fary 
the long ſettled ipeace of #hree flouriſhing! 
Kiredomes, Whith diſturbance was mucly 
unſtkely-at the-firft to'proveſo incurabley] 
beeaufſe: the Dewrs could ſcarcely be diſs 
cerned” to have'atiy- ation or motion inf - 
It. The general pretence was that” Truth} 
did contend for her: due liberty, unwilling] 
to "be ſubſervient ro ſuperſtitions and' 741 
contrived ceremonies, the guilt of whoſaſ 1 
reſtraint deſerved -no' other then an ablu4s 
tion, nbt with'eommon water, but blood. Fol 
Sttans agents (thele pretentled reformers) ® 
ſaying-that' Religion was fallen into decayy 
would needs' make her contradit her prin 
ciples former)y ſoiconſtanty maintained, andſt 
: __ that'her defenders ſhould rather: commityT 
k., Iinjutics*therifteceive them. | It ſeemedſ'© 
A more advantaFrous to theſe her Connſe/lorrÞ 
that ſhe ſhould be polluted in ood thei 
diſhonoured ic Aufp3 "Bhd that' preſervationſ'®a 
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Chap. I. -Reffetigns of the late Trapes, 35. 
tf in- hopes of amendment, was no. gogd 
| courſe for-.her\vindication..,” Surely it Js - 
$4 moſt- ſtrange that any ſhould but once at- 
[tempt to cover with Religions ſacred attire 
{ thoſe things more eſpecially; divzl;fþ then 
fl 'other , works-of- the higheſt rebe{zor. 
If Well may obſtinate Jews. deride us, lgnos 
I rant Barbarians contemn us, voluptuous. 
vl Zarks - and impudent 4theifts Scommatize. 
| us, among whom the name of truth (which 
1 ought to be: reverently uſed 'and kept. 

4 from - between polluted lips) hath been 

| tendred+ the key to all fallacious impiety. 
| Jt hach of late years been made the watehe _ 
kf word to the camps of whatſoever villantes - 
g|-bave- been cither.\heard/ or ated. Fo, - 
M'theſe pretenfions add we continual Libefs. 
ol fpreading thenfelves like 14: general Plague 
14] Jeaving noplacefree from infection, where- 

# by the fames of innumerable innocents have = 
{been not | barely rendred: adious, but calt - 
yi} nfo a: bed of ificureable ſiekneſs,; whereof 3 
A they. at length expired, But-expuring(al-, 1 
id-thangh on; carth- they found no; accepts, |} 
ig} tion) God, whoſe eyes are: alway; Open up» 
-dj:od the juſt, gave "them approbation 1o;hys . 
A tcavenly regiſtry; among thoſe, whom! he , f 
oflhad Faind worthy the crdwns.rof integrity, ** 
ol 2d: patience. That enore then gartb W..'- 4 
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inſuperable #:cekxefwas traduced for tyran- 
zj,of whore indeed the world was not worthy, 
Hatred to: his people was obje&ed to him, 
Whom royal conceſſions, in all ages unparal.ſ]. 
lel'd,0ught to havefendred hispeople's nea+} 
reſt both care and joy, He was upbraided 
' with zzconſtaney, who had rather with a 
Kingly conſtancy ſuffer, than lye groveling 
' under 'the-cenſure of zelorions levity: Has 
Religion was ſaid to be corrupt, whoſe moſt 
 fincere affeCtions towards Godin ſerving him 
truly were' rendred perſpicacious in a p: 
tient reſigning up his- Soul to God, » the 
- anthor , judge and reward of zealous and 
- unifeigned devotion, The motft governed 
' wiſdomes of thoſe two bis moſs eminent Sev 
'vayts In the upright adminiſtration of 
'Chierch and” State. were” | (for if they have 
' called the Maſter Belzebub, how mwnch mort 
"fhan thoſe of his hauſhold his:ſervants and 
adherents?) fſJandered [as noxious to the 
King, and bringing unſpeakable detriment ; 
to.Geds honour, - which theſe calunmiatount e 
- would: pretend zealouſly to promote, al a 
Aber cheek expreſled- their . care theredl h 
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- after the/manner. that. Pagazs contend foi h 
-Chriſtianity, by cruelty and-endeavaurs::0ff d 
_ extirpation.” | «Againſt evil: Counſelors avi] p 
:ftlf Sethirt perſwaſions were their gener f 
wIFI31;! "1 4 & 
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exclamations/,' having, learned that: policy 
to conceal: the intention ,.:and derive the 
envy of their own: aftions:upon' the. moſt 
vigilant and grand oppoſers'of ther. Mis 
ferable Hrtifieers in the Devils: Sciezces, 
whothink no! more of a: day- of . 4cconnt; for 
theſe things , nor the: wages, which. their 
everdiligent Mafter never faileth to. pay. to 
bis faithful faithleſs-adberents ! -That:they 
have done: theſe. things, audacioully what 
ought they not to fear?) But ſti] to'run.on 
(in-contempt.of God and his.cternal -2ex- 
gearice?) with frem one band ,;:the ſword in 
the 'other, and their very mwards burning 

with a /x/#to miſchitf, ot'itielf_ able to pro» 

i cure a Kingdom-ruining : conflagr ation ; A+ 

ſ youreth (Ll almoſt think) of: wickedneſs 
I more than . the _infernal ſtore. Yet theſe 

J ations uſher in-their religiows: reſalves:; of 

if building a oft gloriows Church. But: could 
we imagine, that they who entred inta's 
uy ſolemn League aud Covenant with vows to 
of eſtabliſh the Chxrch in the beſt and zroft pri 
j ritive order ; would moſt impiouſly tura 

i her- (as we ſay): topſy _turvy , not leaving 

q her; one ſtone upon: another unthrown 

down? Could we think that they, who 

profefied they knew it their duty. ta: waſh _... + 

their hands in irmocency y and ſo compaſthe © 
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33 Refle&ions ok the late Times, Chap, DJ. 
Altar of God, would with handsimbrewedf 
in Innocent blood take hold ofj their :hums 
bled Afot her, and tarefromoher. ſhoulders 
her robes, and'the Crown froni, her head > 
Yet theſe things have our hopeful-Reformeerd 
Jone; whoſe reljgior at the firſt compoſure 
conliſted of theſe -ingredients , Hypocrife; 
Contanelies, direful Revenge; Ambition,Cons 
Fempt of God and his power,” z Delight in the 
AeftruFion and miſery of the gniltlefs, Thirſt 
afrey blood , 'Sxereledge and 'exorbitant lufi 
after other: mens fortanedn i As to the two 
laſt Ementioned; it did:ſmoothly paſs with 
tbe vulgar, and was carrently believed, that 
they intendet riothing fnore than a reparas 
tion of all things ; ſo much did their impus 
dence bear before it the ſhew of ſincerity] - 
with which,and the name of Deyotion; theyſ|'« 
for a ſeaſon guilded  al}4heir crimes. -- Butf 4 
- when their beguiled helpers had given then | 
#he Crown and Charch-lands ,; and the preyſf i! 
was between their teeth; reſtitution-wayſ 2 
found to come much {lower than the-proyf {1 
_. mifes. They found the revenues too weighty]. 
having turned them'over to themſelves ,: tqf : 
Tettarn'themto God orithe Kz2g, -Neithetf :; 
was it probable (had they beenable todef -1 
fery it) that the pxlgar's b/ird hopes (hould] « 
'ever have a" clear ifiue , or-that they + T 
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DI Chap. 1. . #efleFionr av thalate Timer. 39 
| had made anilt beginning to the whole;Ne+ 

f 20x; ſhouldever make agoodend' to God. 

1 Patthe peoples eyes were at length opened, 
1] whenafter the ereptior of: forme particohar 
ra] Delinguents (asithey; called; them) + whole 
ref itttes; and athermenis compoſitiozs;near'of = 
ej] into thoſe total ereptionsy therſame harid 

i 'ar>laſt' firetchtnover alliiv general began 

dl to: gripe hard. as welkvits , Ares , fas 
1 fJoeu;'; 11s Defaudenst and\\ Offenders." $ 

fi] was the imilb>removed from their darkded 
'of xy8;/ whenithetabdievit falfi began to'be 
hj itouched; when 2bc: pretended reformation 

t] was known to be:the baflard ob unfatiable - 

4 df Otis .a-vehigions 'thing' to receive. 
iAndtheir 2dologed Profit matt be appeaſed 

j with Prayers of Lyes. and humane Sacrifices, 
FI that ſo-a-propicious income-might make a- 
th *mends for then:labour ail influltry , and 
if [cauſe their hopes to abound; - But if their 
yi imanthly and annual Harvefts were not {tore 
y .caough:to fill their garner, they:had alway 
If {ready ſome religieus' rogues of their crew 
31-'(zealors: defenders: of | their God's privi- 
il edges) who! could craftily::fearch Desks 
if :and-Cloſets', yeaiand hearts:tov,” to find, 
4 make and {wearaurt enker> old Delingquents 
IJ eſcaped their clutclies; or\new ones,'ſo ten- 

| :dred by their conſenting to-plots:, which 
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icy never heard of, or making plots, of 
which they never thought; And then Juſtice 
(which with God .is made to, come bearing 
up AMercy's train, even: when! incorrigible 
Iniquity- deferveth puniſhmept) hathiber 
facred name-and-authority. injured, which 
ſhe 1s feignedro be preſent and aCtive inthe 
condemnation of the-7»nocert;; lam forced: 
to cry ont, —_ that Tam, where en 
ly for mercy, if this were juſtite's yet belides 
# Fthng 40 br Maa, 6 of BA actions 
only, and the Avenger oftheninjuit; muſt be 
thanked for theſethings'as a well- willer.and 
-approver of thetn. How'do I here even 
doubt to affirm what I know:,-that ſucks 
invocated the name of God, andi ſpake of 
the ſincerity due'to him, in religious:ad- 
dreſſes, ſhould: ſo far provoke: him! as'to 
commit (in boldly, and with aftedtion' twat? 
But that they ſhould witbal glory init, .and. 
.co his face make him the.author of it,would 
{cem utterly incredible -where 1t :had-/ not 
been fo notoriouſly known; + Having ſaid 
this, I need not tel} you that the wi/aamrof. 
our Forefathers;and ofGodiin them directing 
and diſpoling_ their counſels: to his glory: in 
conſtituting good and wholfom Laws Eccle- 
ſtaſtical and. Civil for the reward of virtue 
and-pariſhment of vice myſt of ncceflity be 
RET trawpled | 
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trampled: under foor, - | where unruly and 
helliſh paſſions exerciſe their liberty with. 
out bit or bridle caſt into their jaws. Vice 
getting the upper hand of itslaſh, knoweth 
no reſtraint, no more than doth the Author 
of it when his chains are broken, and .hig 
fetters looſed 5 for where [zcertionſneſs bea- 
reth ſway Rule is an unknown good, By the 
fame power of pretended juſtice', as others, 
was the Hope of the Kingdoms welfare ſank, 

the Sr of our day darkned, 'the Deferidles 
of our lives and liberries Spiritual and Civil 
(who was worth ten thouſands of ws ) in an 
otihappy hour 'taken away. When they 
the Lawgiver was taken out of J1ſreel, and 
mr Crown fallen to the ground, how could 
we expett moderation, there being nonets 
hold the reins ? what "diſcipline among the 
vile Patrons of confuſion * or what Church 
government , where there was left'-nq 
vifhle face of a Church'? But, ſuch as they 
were, we had governours many, although 
not good ſtore ; for according to Moſer his 
toreſpoken' carſe, aſluredly to follow dif+ 
obedience, The ftranger to the Commonwealth 
of oxr Iſrael, was made the beadl, and: we the 
tail 1 they were made- govermours, true 
governonrs, Subjets, They; who wereto 
go In and out before the people, ay old 
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fhould utter the: mellages of peace, didf: 
- breathnothing but flames of fire and they 
who ſhould deliver the words of judgment]: 
dnd-underſtanding were (ſuch as Jeroboamry1 
prieſts)the eff-ſtowring and abjeFs of thePeaſ! 
ple. Qurt of the Goal or Bridewell, from theſſ« 
Stal,, Kitchew or. Buttery;& indeed the wholgg1 
tribe of them, from this or that contemptiefſ 
ble courſe of life, aſlume to themſelves -rhy : 

e 

\ 


faexed Preragative of 4 paſtoral charge, lead! 
ing- filly ſouls captive, as alſo themſelve 
were led totheptt of perdition, They rife 
from the dunghil,: and handlethe moſt hol 
_ things with-unwaſhen hands. And no Se 
ZFary, nobroacher of hair-braind frothy in 
ventions, but: was. (not barely permitted, 
but) priviledged with ſuch tojerations and 
immunities, as if their ſervice could not bt 
illaſrated with ſufficient magnificence ; t 
poor fools thus advanced, not conſidering 
that undue cxaltation, and an hnnghty (þiril 
gobefore afall,  Aſſuredly they, who are inf 
tachi flippery.. places of -hergbt : (the: baſe 
qual:ty of the perſons forbiddeth- me to fa 
honour) and vulgar eſteemſuddenly raiſed 
thither, areſct,there for others fore-arming 
cantion, who ſhallſee them as ſaddenly call 
down into deſtruction, For there mull 6 
withevery mans advancement go along u 
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V: and fencere devotion, if. he would have.the 
if acquired additions of honqur: really conti- 
x0 0yving. Otherwiſe promotion. proveth, but 
like an halter to 2 thieb ir preferreth himto 
of deſtruction, - and. without, . repentance lets 
f: ; Im.drop down into bel... LT + Ot P 4 
IC ALLING to mind {ſom .of ounpalt 
ze days revolutions, I found ths(e with inau- 
#| merable others; Fay Þ Bp anc 
el view. I madeuſe of the firſt comers for.my 
fel preſent occaſion, . . Enough 'were theſe ſer 
ty down, nay, too too many, had 1t{a plealed 
A God, who knoweth better than qur ſclyes; 
#f what is molt meet to be tolerated ; whoſe 
I wiſdom as it tranſcendeth all humane reach; 
i ſo ies diſpoſals;,of,us our ſelves.ought, not 
{ by us to. be limited,. If onr 2hyſiciap.for 
the healthof our. bodies tells us, that ſome 
gf blood mult of neceſfity, be taken from, us, 
ij in-regard weacquieſs in his skil and. judg- 
ment, we patiently ſuffer; higwill ; neither 
4 at length may we ſay.it is, enough, when he 
knoweth that more mult be ſhed.. Well may 

d we.then whally reign up our ſelves into the 
x hands of the moſt wile ang] faithful Phyſician 
.of-our ſouls, and live. for, ever. :We..muaſt 
{0 ſabmic, and after ſubmiſhion conſider, the 
in} Þencfit, which doth loudly ſpeak it ſelfunto 
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tis ſuch as the artifice of the*Inſuperableſ 
lovehath wrought it. Surely nothiag hath 
been'in theſe inteſtine commotions loſt 'byſſ/ 
ary one for God's ſake, but Ged did at pre 
ſent repay it with himſelf The ſoul hadJ 
liberty to treafare up life, while the bodjf. 
was rackt neareſt to death,” and God was | 
hand'a ready help, when the need was off 
greateſt extremity. What we have y 
Peace at home, Religion and liberty reſto! 
4 gracions King over us, lawful Magiſtrate) 
among us, and the former ' arthority of out 
National Laws ſet\ed as heretofore, weſ 
 honld not ſo much prize, if 'we had never}: 
known the loſs of them. Pride and fulneſs} 
of bread canſed too much inward diſdain} 
and outwardirreverence of God's bleflings;]- 
which now we-leatn to look upon 'woref 
ſertoufly, and 'uſe more thankfully. Fo] 
my own part, my Kirg (whom enjoying If 
truly eſteem my ſelf to live , whole ſafety} 
T do andever ſhall (God being my helper) 
to my utmoſt endeavour , accounting it} 
mine own welfare) might in mich probabi. 
lity haye had leſs of my heart, more of diſ-J 
regard , fewer of my prayers, more off ' 
unigratefal forgetfulneſs, if my ſouls frees] 
dom had never been curbed through his} ' 
enforced dereliction of his Crown and Rope : 
p_ | | | alties. 
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20 alties. So might 1 have been more liable 
ul to 2 more imminent danger, that of di//oyat- 
"It; and breach:of God's commands (who 
x." would have Kizgs honoured as ſacred, and 
id their very names nor to proceed from our 
ff lips without eſpecial reverence:) which 
28 might ſuddenly have deprefied we into 
d-irrccoverable miſery. How. many there 
|| heve been in former times of. this number gf 
negligent ſubjefts I know not, - But of this 
I may reſt confident that multitudes have 
| repented of their reniiſlneſs, having. been 
,1 thankful for that rod of their chaſtiſement, 
| which at laſt made them know their Farher 
| and thezuſelves. Some men in conlideration 
only of their worldly condition could libge 
f rally bemoan themſelves as deceived by. 
| their own wiſdom. For while they warily 
| kept themſe]ves as neuters, thinking there- 
| by:tolye hid fiom fpitcful fortunes moleſta- 
+1 tions, they loſt both their honeſty and their 
J[ hopes. Their A/egiance to fhe moſt pious of 
Princes (who thought nothing too dearfor 
his people.) they willingly forgat out of a 
-daſtardly fear of loſing what indeed they 
| could by no means keep. | But their fean 
2] -beivg paſt by the los of all, they could ſte 
| theirerrors ,- and bethink-themſclves. how 
| -much might; theirs. with the Jike Joſlzs of 


; 
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then in their condition have-advanced thaiſe 

Juſt cauſe of their /aw + Soveraign, 1f theyjt 

had made a timely relignation'of themſelvayn 

and part of their poſſeſſions unts him 3 howſe 

'much ſo many perſons hands and affiſtancc 

might have ſtrerigthned him, if they woulllfc 

but have righted themſelves in defendingſſ 

him, An #=profitable infidelity did at Jaff |; 
'make theſe Joya, when loyalty was becomeſ6 

Fall of infirmity, But theſe being ſenſibleſs 
t 

[ 

h 

a 

t 


of the malt deſpicable weakneſs of humark 
'wifdom, 'or they the fallacies of worldly 
confidence have found oura better ſecurity 
by relying on the wiſdom, which is more 
than humane. Yet amidſt "all that could 
happen , no faithfulſubje& (a jult valne:of 
all things conſidered) repinerh! at bis loſſes, 
becauſe they were all in ſome meaſure deJh 
ſerved, and in- whatſvever 'their preſeni 1c 
fottunes ſuffered diminution, they were inf 
the fame or greater meaſure recompenſed, | 
 Asweſtoodaffeted towards our King, 1b 
#lſo rowards our God. Some mens willd 
beth: tothe Spiritual and Temporal warfareſt 
tre equally poyſed 3 Religion'obſerved not} 
{Fnuch out of ſincerity as cuſtom, witneſs 
that frozen zeal iymany, which gave occa«f 
fiontothe fly: rebel to accuſe. all. But toi 


*hoſe,. who nods not /altogether bankrupt] 
ara -, Ol: 


F 
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> of fincerity the e enſuing alteration>-had' 
19g]but an harſh relliſh, infomuch that they ſaw 
afit high time to make lukewarm affe&ions 
omjexiles, when through the want of zeal to | 
4604's cauſe they enabled each miſcreant 'to- 
F Idimb to the height of what either his pride 
ng thggeſted or his hopes purſued. Tofeethe: 
al Wtrange alterations of divine Worſhip, toe 
$60d's holy Name made theamufing cover'of 
le $all-prophaveſs, thename of Juſtice the pre- 
dtettce of Regicides and Parricides, - was 
lyJenough to awaken, that drowſie- Spirit: ko 
tyfindifferency,which conld content itſelf wit 
aremiſs holineſt,and a piecemeal performante , 
: 'daty. Thoſe, whom pleaſure had before 
Ibribed, ſorrow had now made'to ſpeak 
euth and acknowledge our Churches excels 
Mercy in the .polite decency and grateful 


oo polure of-its Lyturgy, and other Conſti- _ | 


tions, For as nothing maketl men! love ' 


\ virtne more than the beho}ding others os -- .. s 


df dious in their vitious _— So many. ;Fa 
men (beſides the Hypocrifie and Inſtability of > 


el the Components) conſidering the Dehr ip) of __ 


thperies of a DireFory, and'the whimſicaldW*:: 


$8 portment of men in mp newly introdGgee "i 


«| worſhip, needed not eloquence to -TPERR, -* 
| the former Service high and ma Yin tl 1a 


tf was commendation enough of the and oo 


5 
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ſeethe later ſo meet. an object of contempt h 
Tenorance and Pride go. as mates hand in 
hand. Pride walketh along with a ſupers]it 
cilious gravity, and with an overweeningftt 
diſdain beholdesh other men. and their aw 
ions but conſulting with Zgxorance at herfb 
right hand, how to tread each ſtep with: alw 
graceful deportment , and following herJA 
advice,thoſe altitudes of ſpeech and geſtureſ# 
become not admired according to expectas|w 
tion, but .inſtead of admiration comethſth 
firſt neglect, afterward ſcorn and Jaughter{ſt 
He, who maketh outward. ſhews of grans(ye 
dure, muſt have correſpondent inward ſuffiaJh; 
ciency to bear up the outward frame... , Unajth 
derſtanding men will not be cheated by theſis 
tranſparent abuſes of Pride. ' Had. fomeſ6 
complaints in hatching before our inteſtine, 
commotions proceeded no farther , it hadſ 
been more to the credit of the preten(ivelyſy 
virtuous Rebel in two refſpeas : Firſt, in red 
gard , of the puniſhment to come lookedfii 
uponas due unto him > Secondly, in regardſ 
{his pretences and deeds being ſo difterent)þi 
bis tace would not have appeared ſo ugly. tal 
the common view, For thouſands, whoatfh 
firſt heard only their complaints, but ſawſfio 


_ not their intentions, have extolled the com | v 
plainants for religious and well meaning, buthy 
have 


> 
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| have frace . found: them highly abulive to 
| yhat they ſeemed toaimat : and perceiving 
tbis, have had juſt cauſe to glorifie God for 
ghtheir own timely deliverance. But they, 
ul who were alway reſolved - where they had 
t begun to. end , were then-enltvened one 
way, although ſadly dejected-another way. 
2H Aithoogh. they wept at the ſight of their 
elnatural Mothers countenance transhgured: 
I with'inondations of tears and blood , and 
hitheir ſpiritual Mothers choicelt jewels pro- 
r{ſticuted to contempt, yet were they revi- 
sIred with the remembrance, that when they 
fad loſt all, they notwithſtanding held falt 
w4their faith, and had ſo well merchandized 

to exchange their reputations and eſtates: 
ner the crown of patience, to barter earth for 
ner heavenly inheritance. 
d4þÞ\T HERE was nothing 1n all this, but 
Iyfwbat might give advantage to the ChrifFian. 
edforbatant, and (as to himſelt)) improve 
eds joy, the Conqueſt being foreſeen and the 
rafeward torcknown, For although without: 
there fre btings within fears of pretenders and- 
talndermining Dformrers , yet what could: 

aftey do more, who had left nothing. uns: 


Wine ? They might lay a greedy hand upon. 


mit bodies, and all thereto apperteinipg:z. 


uſut upon the riches of our fouls (as the: . 
vel E * Es 
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delight 1 in rack: -contemming ' Obedience , and 
andaunted Loyalty) their violence wrought 
no command, Although they encouraged 
themſelves :n our ſpoils and lofles, yet he 

miſerably tormemeed themſelves with thel, 


remembrance of our undiſturbed refolus 
tions. There could no age be more fruits} 
ful in miſeries than that; yet none more mizf | 
ſerable in their own and moſt mens eſteenfſ ; 
than rhe miſtry-infit#ing adverſaries. If allſſ 
the inventions,that the malice of Dewi/s,and i 
men worſe than Devzls, could ſuggeſt,mightf] | 
entitle us to miſery there wanted nothing x 
which might make it compleat, and thi 
world an hell, Ana yet even then did w \F 
triumph over calamities, having indeadff fi 
fighs and tears to ſpend for- the authoy 
thereof, whom we. had learned to pity, Vf! 
becauſe by tools only eſteemed happy. "We ir 
did as we ought, rejoycez not accordingf w 
tothe Epicures vain preſcriptions, who ad 
viſe men to fortifie themſelves againft tha w 
occurrent miſeries of life by the ſti]l enterp 
tainment of furfeiting pleaſures z for toy 
pleaſures were not then to be reached. 

in us, as Chriſtians, did this joy take up 
proper place, For notwithitanding thi 
almoſt all places and men were corrupte F 


. apainſt a Loyal/iſts peace, yet ſpiritual ſecuſing 
. rit) 
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rity and joy was purpoſely entertained as 
| the enemy of calamity and fear. They ig- 
norantly accompliſh the good mans happt- 
neſs, who moſt obſtinately oppoſe it. So 
do they Jabour for nought, not purchaſing 
| more for themſelves than a ſad accumula- 
J tion of bitterneſs, having moſt afſuredly 
hel! within them, Thoſe devilliſh potions 
f extended for our bane, and to root us out - 
if of the land of the living,became to us(ſeeing 
f God's will and pleaſurey precious conſervas 
if tives, and life giving ſweets, Were it not 
of that the fiery trials of our faith were of ex- 
| cellent benefit, what meant the Royal Pros 
1 phet, ſpeaking to God in a thankſgiving con» - 
<F ftidence, ſaying , Surely the wrath of man 
hal praiſe thee? In fine then, What ſhall * 
Vl ſeparate ws from the love of Chriſt ? Shall 
Ve iribulation, or diſtreſs, or perſecution, of ft, 
of mine, or nakedneſs, of peril, or ſword? Why, © 
dy faith one holy Mar, Ir all theſe things we are 
hef wore than conquerors Therefore we taks 
ty pleaſure in infirmities, in reproaches, in ne» 
iy ceſſuties, in perſecutions, .in diftreſſes for 
uf Chriſts ſake.c And another biddeth us Rejoyee 
Wy in theſe things, inaſmuch.as ye are made par- 
takers of Chriſt's ſufferings, And ſure!y: 
<FFrize doth outſhinethe'$#z1ts glory beſng 
y meapable of Eclipſe 3 it is not only ſack as - 
: 2 cannot 
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cannotbe obſcured by miſts and clouds, but 
appeareth thorow them with the more ad+ 
mired fplendour, and this becauſe it hath 
more eſpecial ſtrengthening from heaven, 
where its converſation is. Thence our joy 
hath its beginning and encreaſe, and will 
there find a bleſſed conſummation, which 
as Itican have no being, ſo neither impeach- 
ment from the: things of the world, Anf: 
zumortal tranquillity and joy we have thenf, 
attained to, when we are by faith made in- 
ſenſible of humane injuries , and have lefty 
earth while upon it. If we unfeignedly 
believe in him ,. we. may be aſlured that" 
he will-prote& us with bleſſings and bring 
us ſafely through this to eternity of glo- 
rY. Amen. 


(07 God, who-upholdeſt my life with 
thy comforts, and ſetteſt me always in 
ſafety; how apt am'T to miſtake thy loving 
hindneſi, and in my heart to conceive fro+ 
wardneſs towards thee £ | | >, 


©» Gwe me therefore faith to ſee thee, my Re-|| ,, 


_ as well in the cloud of the evening, a þe 


the ſunfbine of the morning > for T deſire tl * 


ffx my bope in thee. 90 
I ſaid in my haſt, T am cait ont of thy ,,, 
fight + but even then was I made to ſee mint 
» yo rg cn nn OWN 4 
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| own wn infirnrity , and thy frrength was ade 
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perfe@ in weakneſs. 
Therefore IT now ſay, that aehouys innumer 


1 rable troubles ſhould compaſs me «bont 7 


thou fhalt encompaſs me with ſongs of delive- 
rance. 
 Althongh Tam toſſed with the waves of ad- 
verſity, T fad that thy left hand is under my 
head , and that thy right hand embraceth 
"me. 

Let me, O my God, be alway able Fo. rf 


| confident 3 in thee, that although q ſor int __ 


Tmay reap in Joy. 
. When affiiFion lay npon me, I ſaw it zo hy 
thy good pleaſure ; 1 bare it and was ſi lent; 
wherefore indeed ſhould Trepine at mercies.? 
Becauſe in thy light I am ſure to ſee light, 
1fhall walk on comfortablyz yea, althoxgh'I 
walk through'the valley and ſhadow of death, 
Twill fear none evil ;, for thou art with. Ine 
always, © 
Whenever it is thy good will awd frieddly 


pleaſure to try me let patience have her perfect 


my Berjamite,” Curie him. 


'J ork in 2e, that I may (through thy grace be 


perfe@ and entire, wanting nothing. 
Tf thou do it by words againſt my felfitartle 


j can be ſaid, which I wretch' have. not deſer- 


ved, Peradventure thou' haſt ſaid fo Hors ar 


ret 


E 3 
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_ Tet be thou pleaſed to give me ſerious repens: 
tance, to look mine affiiFion, and requite my 
" with good at my latter end. | 
Let me never retxrn with fury to them, 
who backvite me, but with humility to thee, 
who doſt corre® me; ſo ſhalt thou be pleaſed 
with the fin-offerings and oblations of my 
lips. 0 £ 
” Tam tryed by words or a@jons againſt 


* ” "8 
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thee, O Lord, I amimable to bear or reſtrain i 
them; Ariſe and maintain thine own cauſe 


remember how the fooliſh man reproachethl| / 


thee daily, | 


If 1 have ſeen, O Lord, I have ſeen all 


that the enemy hath done wickedly in the 
Sanitary. 7 


A man was famous according as he lifted} 


up axes upon the thick tree; but they brake 
down all with axes and hammers, and though 
otherwiſe hindred from the executian of mi. 
chief, they yet jpoak ſwelling words, and their 
talking is againſt the moſt High, | 


. . Thou knoweſt, 0 God, that many have fol: 
lowed their own pernicions ways,by whom the 
way. of trith hath been evil ſpoken of. 
We were ( and indeed are yet made) a ſtrife 
to our neighbours, our enemies laughed among 
| themſelves. CATE TOE IIT, | ER 5 
. All this hath come upon thy people, yet _ 


q 
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they vt forgotten thee, nor ſivetched out their 
hands to a ſtrange God. They would not turn 


awny from thee to fall down before ſacrile- 
gious Uſurpers, xeither give that bonour'to 


thew, which was due t0 thy ſacred V icegerent 
76 SIE SW 80\R INES 
.\T beſeech thee eftabliſh the juſts but wits 


mine eyes let me behold and ſes the reward of. 


the wicked, and let not any wilful tranſgreſor 


proſper in his way. © 


'': Let we never deſive to eat of their dainties 


miſchievouſly gotten 5, but hide me:from both 
the infe&ion and danger of their counſel, and 
all thine from further inſurreFions of the 
workers of iniquity. | 
., Let thy —_ be alway my ſhield and buck- 
ler, and do thon both defend and guide me 
with thy free Spirit. 

Tf at be thy friendly pleaſure tos try me , it 
may be alſo thy fatherly will 10 chaftiſe me 
but, Oh, corre me in mercy, not in thine 
avger, leſt thou bring me to nothing. 

IT have ſinned; What ſhall I dounto thee, 
O thou Preſerver of men? I will patiently 
bear thy rod, and the chaſtiſement of my 
peace. | | 

- Thduart juſt, O Lord, and correFedſt me 
for mine iniquities. i 
' T have ſinned and done foolifply for which 

SE 7 although 
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although thou haſt plaguedee, get thy loving 


Rad 7s ever before mine ejes. . 
_ -» Before Twas affiifed,” I'went aſtray » but 
now I ſay ſurely. goodnefi and mercy Pall 
follow me all. the days of my life. 
Traely my ſoul waiteth upon thee , from. 
whor \cometh my ſalvation, yea under the 
ſhadow of thy wings will T take my refuge wr 
til the calamities of this be over-paſt>. 
Surely thou art my Rock and my Saloattons ; 
IT ſhal not be greatly — Honev Sweet 
Jeſu, Amen. R? 


Our Father which: art in Heaven,Go. 
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ul  Refleftions on the Mercies of 
4 _ +  Refbauration. 


IH TOW is our reverge throughly 
; N wrought 3 we deſired not evil, 
if and beho!d good came, We were inno- 
cently {as we only ought) avenged of our 
t] adverſaries by deprecating their. ſouls ven- 
\ | geance,by pitying them, whoſe ſelf created 
| miſerieswere the bittereſt;of our affiictions. 
» | And we aſſuredly find that love is a pregnant 
: | paſſion having conceptions and productions 
beyond ſuppolition. While God conſulered 
the ſilent rhetorick of our hearts freely 
diſpoſed to forgive, and heard thoſe louder 
cryes of our ſighs and tears for their amend- 
ment; he anſwered them with ſuch ſucceſs 
as ſaited with our defires becauſe with his 
lory ; but hath moreover added ſuch bene- 
fits as tranſcended- both our deſires and 
hopes. Our deſires if they did fly high, yet 
could not ſoar ſo high as God can reach, nor 
could they dive ſo deep. as the deſcents of 
his humble bounty. He.m2aketh the out-going 
of the evening and morning to rejoyce., and 
ringeth. joy. unto us farther than the Je 

Z'SY | Oo 
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of our mind can diſcern, Whether inour || 
Sun-ſetting Or riſing he 1s the ſame light (till, [* 
and his day hath no end. And although the 
ſhadow, as it were of an approaching night, 
mindeth us of our natures declination ſome- 
what darkening our underſtandings, yet, ſj 
where God is, the light of joy is {till permaz 
nent, however it |be for an additional deaf}: 
light changeably repreſented. The ſubſtance} 
1s {hl the Ge. notwithſtanding its various] 
drefs (as I may ſay) doth beguil the natural 
viſion, and multiplieth one into:different}} 
pluralities. That invincible peace of mind, } 
which although Kill worried, is unalterable, J. 
after a' long conflict with the treacherous] 
world becometh atlaſt augmented having 
ſooner wearied all than it ſelf, it is rendred 
greater by its conqueſt, and more joyous 
through a continual diſdain of {laviſh ſor- 
row, And God, wholoveth patience,loveth] 
alſo to have an end of it, and to pive it theſ 
fame end and beginning, alacrity and the 
diffuſed bliſs of a calm ſecurity. ' Which 
end ( when Patience hath had her perfeq 
work ) he wiſely ſetteth at his meeteft time, | 
ſometimes making delays where he will give 
more than an ordinary joy to the former 
ſtock treaſured up in anextraordinary trial. 
Otherwhiles he diſpenſeth with time , _— 
. E 


"= | 
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| ſelf Cin a fort) thinking his love abſent, 
, | when it is not burthened with ſpeedy dif 
atches of ceſſation and reſt. So he did by 
bis good friend Job, whom he held not out 
the lingring expeCtation of another life, but 
_ reſt and recompence on earth as the 
7} ſhort emblexr of a recompenceeternal. Pa- 
| tierce after ſuch a degree of ſervice 1s eme- 
{| rit4; and the ſoul having been long enough 
Jſ exerciſed therewith, ſhe is exempted from 
| farther labour, and religneth her place to 
| ſome other 7irtue. Neither, becauſea true 
I, jex may and ought to be retained inthe fiery 
| trials of temptations,, is it always neceſlary 
$1 that we puſh thoſe pikes. God will give 
2] unto his ſervants more than a bare ſingle 
af cauſe of rejoycing 3 he loveth to multiply 
sf them, that ſo they may be known to be his 
-| gift, who giveth not by peice-mea], neither 
hy 1s ſcantingly liberal. The i»fluexces of his- 
ef bounty are proportionable to his unlimited . 
ef love, deſcending as for divers, cauſes, ſfoin 
hy divers manners. - By variety and multipli- 
i] city of gifts his boxzty is notdiminiſhed, 
9 
e 
k 
| 


>| buris amplified and enriched by liberality, 
and by giving rendred (as it were) more 

rj able to give. Now after we have a while 
3 patiently endured his will, . his benefits 
, by courſe fo run, that we no longer” ry 
at 
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but receive. Either in beaver, or both 


earth and heaven, there is for us aſſurance 
of having the former benefits of ſuffering 


compleated by an iz--zunity from ſuftering,f 


and even this immunity crowned with all 
acceſſory joys befitting a triumph. Come 
we now to look back upon ſcofis, re- 
proaches, ignominies, contempts,and what: 
ſoever injuries 3 they could not harm us, 
becauſe not Jaſting ; and the very fore- 
fight of their ſpeedy end muſt needs excite 
onr joy. - A moſtdivine expreſſion 1s that 
of his, who introduceth' that incomparas» 
ble Pattern of patience in theſe words, 


Teſus Chriſt the Author and Finiſher of 


our faith, who for the joy, that was (et 
before him, endured the Croſs , Ke: 
#he ſhame: even for the joy , which was 
the evident ſupport of his ſouls to 
weighty burthen, and- nnato which he was 
to run throughout the race of finite miſery. 


It is a cowardly part to fear that enemy, 


' whom we knaw we can out reach , and 
he is but puſillaminous , that is diſturbed 
with grief and fear for that calamity, which 
| heis ſure to out wear, and (if he pleaſe) a- 


ble 'to cotitemn. Things of little or no. 


continuance have not their name or value 
among durables ; and how can we jacge 
EY | tnat 


Pts 

WIDE 

Eo 

itn, gp x AA 7-2 


ew Se oe eee oe ac ms a. ac. ot. ec. iax a ios wo Cot a ood: 22 rs ad Mc cod wo 


| Chap. II. MAtercies of Reſtanration, 61. 
IF that evil, which peradventure would prove. 
ſo, if it could purchaſe liſe, but is extinct al- 
I molt ſo ſoonas it beginneth tobe? Our life 
'3] here for the very brevity of it may (we. 
Sf ſometimes think) fearce juſtly be termed 
ll life; yet affiiction hath not a leaſe of that 
en little, which is, but is put to its progreſies 
and retirings 3 nay , each hope cruſheth it. 
EY when it is moſt powerful and high. Theſe 
"f things conſidered, are enough to force up- 
-" | the tire of joy into a ſacred flame, even 
©I while it is daſhed with the billows of af- 
ty fronts, and beſhowered with the ſtorms of 
miſeries; for after this ſtorm 1s over , the 
day will prove fair, and our preſent. heat 
will be ſufficient for the preſent occaſton. 
And ſurely although all God's works are in- 
| ſtrumental to draw us towards him, and 
*l| to fix our whole delight in him, and that 
"| with.a /ove pure and unfeigned,, which 
'Þ] cafteth away fear , and although adverſity 
"| do this effectually, yet he at lalt giveth 
projperity too. For the ſame thingis aimed 
| at in both, and both relliſh well enongh 
with the pious Sox/, but the later\1s more 
pleafing to the bodies guſt , and Gods love 
tous is ſuch, that his ſoul will rot alway 
| firive withman for that he is fleſh, Weare 
fiail, and too too ſubject to LEE 
bo) 
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ſo that that joy, which for a while did ſtout- 
ly bear up, may at the lalt lack faz#h, and 
fink, therefore ſhall it have a relief and 
change , but only when God ſeeth his time. 


As God intendeth at his conſtituted time 


to ſatisfie the longing ſoul with himſelf in 
eternity, and with it the companion of irs 
Jabours, advancing #he body to that glory 
to which (as ſupernatural) it can lay no 
claim without the ſouls more priviledged 
grace : So doth he here ſometimes as it 
were by viſion give an appearance of our 
entry into that glory, by converting the 
exuberance of our forrowful eyes into 
ſtreams of pleaſures, and flouds of pious 
rejoycings. Andall this is for the manife- 
{tation of his own power, and confirmation 
of our faith; that as we have ſeen him able 
to create good-out of evil, and light out 
of darkneſs, we may believe himable to 


, &s 
. Chap:IL 
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ſtop the inſolent proceecing of the foot of 


pride, and after a preparation by temporal 
favours toenlarge them into ſpiritual and 
boundleſs.God's gfory is our life and ſtrength. 
This to him raiſed out of the' two great op- 
poſites of good andevil, becometh to us the 


uxited effe& of joy. The ſundry contrivances, 


of it become to us but one entire, becauſe 
 aperpetual joy; and we ftill «through love 
having 


t> 


d 
d 


of 


WW a OO I 41 


_r_T 


© . bun mn boy 


www WW IY4E2cEq W242 Co 2 


_— 


L 
, 


L Chap. I. Mercies of Reſt anr ation. 63 


having our-eyes fixed upward, continually 
behold it oneand the ſame, though com-. 
patted of a mn)tiplicity of unexpected re- 
volutions, He is glorified in the conſtancy 


and prayers of his ſervants, in their fervers 
c and reſolation, in their exaltation above 


the world, and in their humility in aſcribing 
righteouſneſs to their Maker; and again, in 
his own avercy prote&ing,and goodneſiatter- 
ward delivering them ; in their fazth and 
hope of future happineſs through the bene- 
fit of it here aſſerted, and by their thanks- 
givings unto him, who alone worketh. wor 
derouſly, And likewiſe he 1s glorified in 
putting an end to the powers of darkneſs,and 
bringing the wheel over the ungodly in fru- 
{rating their violent and depraved counſels, 
in making manifeſt to the wor]d that works 
of wickedneſs are no fortifications, bnt 
only areas a oroler wall, and a tottering. 


fence ; that wicked mens ſecurity is danger, 


their wi/dom madnejs and folly; that their 
paths are either upon zce ſlippery and'ſubje& 
to ſudden diflolutions, or upon glaſs brittle 
and deceitfui, no way able to bear thoſe 
ponderous weights to be paſied and re- 


| Paſled upon the ſhonlders of armed rebellion. 


Thus ſhall iniquity (top her- mouth, and in- 
zocence profper even in theſe our days , the 
: truth 


F 


—_————— rr nn on ng 


64 RefleFions on the Chap, II, « 
truth of that bleſſing being experimentally] ; 
proved in our preſent times , that the week 
(ball inherit the earth. Unto them God will 
here give earneſt, for what he meaneth to y 
give hereafter , and by the lefler makethy 
confirmation of the greater. God hath tri-|| g 
umphs for his Church militant, even luch as 
when it may lead its captivity captive, 
Earthly joy may ſometimes prove an obſta» 
cle to mans entry into the joys of heaver ; 
but never when it is thus made the conſe» 
quent of an-<ndured Croſs. Chriſt (whoſe 
diſciples true patients are) after his deſcent 
from the Croſs, would glorifie his paſſions 
by a reſarredion , and a time ſpent upon 
earth exempt from ſufferings. To us alſo 
will he (as he indeth moſt expedient )allow ||; 
a mitigation of tears, an inverſion of joys; |, 
that as we had before rejoyced as partakers | 
of Chriſt's ſufferings, we ſhould now rejoyce || 
as being partakers of his reſarre@ior. He | 
doth gracioutly permit us to ariſe out of the Þ; 
_ Janguiſhing bed of cares, and in companies Þ, 
toenter $70 with the ſongs of triumphs in | 
our lips, and our months filled with laughs | 
ter. Although we zaſt through many tri- |þ 
bulations enter intothe Kingdom of heaven, | 
yet God doth frequently (atter the fary of Þ}, 
tribulations cooled )) by a temporal pros f, 
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ſperity uſe to bring: his Ele #0 the border 
of his SandFuary, © FO3 671 Tilt 
'T T addeth very much vigour to our Joy, 
that when the Dewzl (as he 1s apt) rippeth 
up things paſt, and Jong ſince covered with 
the aged mantle of oblivion, ta-put us into 
aſſamberipg diſmay and contempt of hope, 
we erect our Spirits to a contradiction, and 
ſolace our ſelves with the' oppoſite indul- 
gence of whatſoever experiments know- 
ledge can ſuggeſt, God's neglect of his 
people, and leavingthem to toyl our their 
whole time of life (like ſlaves in Gallies) 
without any apparency of future happineſs 
more than in uncertain promiſe, is a firebal 
of Sataz's compounding, But if heappea- 
rethwith ſuch language, with far fetched 
and tortured circumſtances, we have our 
examples ready to confute him, Forſucha 
thing as the direliction of a ſervant, there 
never was on God's part. And yet we lee 
and know that there are many more inſtan- 
ces of gracious returns of /ove and ſatisfa- 
#i0z 1n this life given, than of thoſe, whoſe 
rewards were referred to another life, All 
bis alledged circumſtances are but continn- 


Jed calumnies.. God's care is continually 


laborious in the produQtion ofnew ſupplies, 
and contenting goods appliable to man's 
as Cother- 


66 _.* \Refle@rons ou the" Chap. Ib| 
(otherwite)dettitute] condition, Se:thatf. 
that creature is neither forgotten nor- farſg] 
ken, whale: benefits are-not beftowed*oncef 
for all, but flow. down hike the Gizer's lon 
daily andeternally, We have not that alf . 
way at the beginning, which ſome of uy} 
would have, but we: have alway all of wf- 
what we ſhould have z and while zeed 
ſtaved off; want proveth a treaſure. Foil 
when we have: wiſely learned to need nof 
thing, but what we may have, we have at. 
laſt more than abundance given as a ſnpplyl 
ro what we wanted, that 1s, what we had | 
not, yet required not till Gad would bf + 
pleaſed to give. To whoſe goodneſs and | 

( 
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proper care, we being reſerved, are enfrany 
chized members of his Court of audience;andſ 
have (not any- thing, but) all things af 
will. Heis happily deſtitute, who is deſth 

tute of allbur God; for he ſoon findeth typ 1 
his great conſolation and hearts-eaſc, that 1 
there was no true good, which he eva t 
intended for himſelf, which God (to make 1 
good'the devout man's poſition of a ſata t 
zxg hope) hath not-in- moſt ample manne'n 
provided for him, . Our high Patron q[t 
pleaſure taketh great content. in ſatiating ##/h 
longing ſoubwith thoſe ſweets, which are tf #: 
manifeſt fruits of its long contented (a b 


> 


Chap. Il, _ _ Mercies of Reffitiration. 67. 
(although ſtill earneſt) expettation. Com-' 
monneſs cauſeth an ungratefu} undervalue: 
.of things, arid afliduity of ' deeds, That 
we may truely eſteem works of greatreffand 
goodnefwe have them artificially tranfpoſed 
one before another. Our reaſor muſt not” 
facilitate thoſe favours, by which our hope 
muſt be ſtzl] ſtrained to an higher key. Hope 
4s made to depend on Providence, and Pro- 
pidence keepeth all in ſtore for the thme 
of Neceſſity. AsNeceſſity cometh on by de- 
grees Providence produceth her Offam Cerbe- 
r9. . SO have we the wide mouth of that 
dewdrrer miraculouſly ſtopt, and God in his 
provident care always reſerveth the beft nn- 
til he knoweth it will be moſt wel- 
come 3 and then Come, buy without money 
ut a2d without price. 2M 

thi THAT KX3zgly Prophet, whoſe long con- 
of fined Scepter bare a more awful ſway over 
al Kingdoms and Nations, through and after a 
ef tedious perſecntion, knew not before hand 
kell what he was afterwards better ſchooled.1n, 
FF that 84x/'s blood thirſty labours did cheifly 
0 make way: to his crown, and that without 
them he had never been Kizg of Iſrael. That - 
tel tie was Gnnted like a partridge npon the moun- 
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bl 2232s, proved z fortunate chaſe tohim, who: 


alj by this means'preyed upon the game endl” 
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.68.  RefleFionson the 
ed.in the Parſuers nets ; when he fled for his 
life, he haſtned to a Diadew. 'Saxl with his! 
followers were but ſo many Afiniſters of (tate: || | 
to make the way more ready and eatle for: 
this ſf;exd of God to aſcend his Throne. Great. 
is that happrrzefto which YVirtze climbeth by . 
craggy paſlages. | For as her labour juſtly: Þ.: 
claimeth the reward ſhe aimeth at;ſo neither: || 
doth ſhe catch at flies ſeeking by a mean ſa»: 
tisfaQtion to repair the loſs of paſt time, ' It- 
is felicity in the fulleſt meaſures, which a+: 
lone can counterpoiſe her grand performan« 
ces, Nothing leſs will ſerve che turn, nei-: 
ther this unleſs ſought with an anſweraklle. 
labour, Honour becometh. not ſuch to: 
the magnanimous, unleſs he hath paſled. 
through vales of horrour, and in purſuit of: 
1tover-run mountains of contradifting per. 
plexities 3 nor 1s Eaſe at Jaſt accounted 4+ 
bleſſing to him in the foreſight, unleſs he can; 

. ſee.it through multitudes of difficulties and 
laudable attempts, + But then cometh Howor: 
like .1t-ſelf, and Reſt, which ſhall not be at-: 

tainted with reproach, when the Furchaſer: 
hath his head adorned with the beauteous- 
flowers of his own well-huſbanded Garden; 
and with a cheerful countenance eateth the\ 
lavory fruits of that vize, which his owns 
carions hand hath planted, dreiled, and! 
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_& 
meerly by labournouriſhed until | it came 


to good Itking and Perfection. .. Our fore- 
father Adam had'in his puniſhment this mach. 
| bope, that he ſhould not beeternally-miſera- 
ble becauſe entitled to the benefit of a labo- 


- || rious foleration, which always looketh for- 
{ward to felrcity and a reward, ' Although: 


he defervednothing of happineſs in regard: 
of his fin , yet he could not but comfort: 


- | himſelf in the hope thereof being thought 


| worthy that injunCtion to-labour, which 


faileth not of arecompence. For the good, 
which by ſuch a beginning and an anſweras 
ble continuance ſhould be purſued, muſt 
undoubtedly be more then moderate,  Qur. 


|| peace with God (which includeth bliſs ins 


flis with the adverſaries of it, A Worldly- 


comparadle) is wrought by inevitable con- 


peace is frequently acquired with efſuſto# of 
blood, and 1s alway: to be conſerved. with 
vigilancy and laborious care. Nay each pet»: | 
tite delight ambitiouſly publiſheth its worth 
by. its difficult procuration'; as. if it were- 
impoſffible for that to give content, which 
never gave moleſtation. Every thing, which! 
hath but the appearance of good giveth man- 
this demonſtration, that his choice part of 
life hath its enjoyments either under or from- - 
durance. Holy _ would not ſacrifice 
Ny ; a 
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tO God of that » which coſt himnothing; fori 
' by that Sacrifice religioully offered heex.i 
_ pected the conceſſion of amereiful beſſaig 5] 
Therefore would he not havehis offering an 


uudervalie to his bopes, Indeed all that:wel 


have or cai 1s Geds, fo cangotaur beſt facal-. 


ties merit any thing at his hands.But ifhe be} 


pleafed with that ſatisfation,why ſhould we! 


not 'give him largely of, his own (abilities 


of ſoul; body and temporals;)that the more 
we give the mpre we may receive and live 
happily by becoming (as I may ſay) prodi- 
gal towards him out of hjs own bounty, 
Qauz-faculties arehis gifts; ſo that what we 
bears þy his {trength,(which we ſometimes 
abyfing cauſe our own mifery aud his greif) 
bat; when he ſendeth joy as the reward (al 


though the work be his own) we rejoyce for: 


aur ſelves. To tbe faithful and good ſer-; 
uent it was not ſaid, E ter thou into the joy. 


of #by Lord, before that by due tryal it was 


found he deſerved an Exge > but when that 

ppeareth the ſervant ſhall become a rulers 
A-little- labour ſometimes obtaineth anun« 
proportionable-and large recompence. It 
1s alway ſo between us and onr God, wha for 
* our feeble. endeavours, which he is foreed 
- te::ſtreapthen, giveth not onely more libes 


relly then we can deſerve(forit is ſatisfacis | 
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enchoughto ns that heme reifully-affi ſtert)' 


\btit-alſo more bountifully, then h& hath giv*: 


eq1-us power toconteive. But:without fotne» 


| perturbations cometh no-pootatall:Joy cn-" 
Þ fily yottenis as Eaſily Joſt ; itis over. whelm' 


ed m a"moment:beinÞ but the treacherous' 
foretunner of ſome approaching 1isfortunec. 
60d giveth very uſually that; asbeſt; which 
nature in the birth eſteemerh 'a3 worſt; 
A ſorrowful beginning - fot "God ſake 
firdeth. a Joo carelnfiorr;” nay an ends 
lefs Joy through Ges lover OD 
BUT they,who would have their life ey* 

empt from ſufferinggaremoſt ſure to ſuffer? 
Not ſeeking what they /{honJdyFthey uhm 
voidable fall upon what-they ftrive'to ſhnn? 
The wiſome of worldlings inthieir generdtis 
on is tather to inflit ther} commiſleratebvy 
be co-partners with thoſe, who ly under #4. 
rod of -1ht Opprefſouri: They defraud their 


Seviderftandings and will of true delipht, by 


hankering abvurt'meaner pleaſures, forthe 
teach-.of which they care not how rhey pet 
up above others crampling ther down with 
the foor of infolehcy and fcory.” They at& 
prond of their refined tgrioratice, thatthty 
cn with a ſerpencine winding avoid dit 
gersand contrive paths of preſent faſety tb 
themſfelvs; But they weigh yoratighe the 
bt! FS + ſtate 
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72. | RefleSionsont#he-r..\. ChapoIDF 
ſtate 6f hereafter, forgetting whither:thoſs 
ſmooth paths lead, and'that their ſweets&will 
end. in -bitterneſs. . God 7s not in all thein 
thoughts; therefore :their-ways muſt needs 
terid to miſery;and ruinhe;; :The fear of God | 
is the ſole. firth foxndation:of ſafety:, 'God 
himſelf is:4he:;ſupertraGure.: This: alone}: 
| proveth (the impregnable: bulwark-of well} 
being; all other-works of defence are bag 
hay, ſtr aw.and finbble, which incendiary mi« 
ſery's will undoubtedly.canſume and make 
. waſte of thoſe treaſures thereto-;entruited]; 
So that they, whoſe labauts and confident |} 
care in beaxingall for Gods ſake,was by theſe 
derided;; vill be able.to upbraid thenrwith 
their hope-and /augh attherr,calamity.' "This 
i5-the.end:of' corrupt'pleaſure ;: Lo./-theſe | 
ere the-' men, that: made not God their: 
ſtrength:: FAS - ih 4 Say -:r1-22..488: 
: HERE. you ſee an-end of their-jop3 fi * 
a.joy indeed; having its beginning meerlyff 
ia Faxcy, and: which neveroffcred it ſelf as 1 
fuch; without the laſhes of a corre&ing andyj - 
arophetich, fpirit tull ot contradidtion. And] 1 
{o do they bidfarewell to that ſweetly des] 
lighting;varity, the ;//ne of a beguiled-mind FJ" 
extinguiſhed and condemned to the ſhades |} 
of perpetual forgetfulneſs,, It is firſt-deri- 
ded by its-bope, afterwards forgotten by its 

ad parent. 
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75 
parent, 'How iniſcrable'then is that mind 
which bath had of theſe a numerous proge- 
ny? Agrcat miſcheifremedileſs tothe evil. 
Bur the juſt have for the production of 'thetr 
joy the midwifry of intelligent Diſcretion 5 
which joy, though frequently at firſtit”be. 
hold the Sur (of righteouſneſs) in ſhowers 
doth afteward mightily -thrive under the 
warm diſpenſation of his clearer beams. 
Neither-is'it ſuch, that. the migd might re= 
uire occafion of thankfulneſs for the pres« 
| ſcriptions of :an oblivious diſcharge: For 

the *Joy, is ſuch. asexceedeth all other, and 
can alone give cauſe and deſire of perpetui- 
ty,This doth refreſh the exrory and (till be. 
getteth objeqs of its renovation, God 1s that 
Pleaſure, which over-whelmeth all others. 
And our Joy in hin: bindeth the memory to 
2 willing diſcharge of its office, ' 'For good 
J cauſe have-we to remember him,thethought 
of of whom ceaſing, our Jos are in a moment 
{ captivated; our delight; diflolved. ' Whom 
that we may the better remember all things 
make a confluence of: repreſentments 'to 
{| wind us how gaod,how gratious,how wiſe, 
{ how beautious,how glorious, how immenſe 
(and what note?) our God';/our Joy 15\\» And 
how earthean afford ſuch reprelentments{if 


athing queſtionable)is readily refolved. For 


Chap. Il; Mercies of Reſtanrat 
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{light draught of an; exquiſite and uncohts 
ceweable Beanty.. : However this he bath 
given us that we might know him, that by 
this foretaſte of. him. we might be urged upy 
on moſt: eager and/impetuous longings for 
his All. He hath made. the wor/d but the 

fhaddow: or riddle of: himfelf..- But it 1s 
nevertheleſs afhadow which pre-acquaints 

thus of a ſubſtances And a riddle it i8 
which expounded, manifefteth, aſwper/ative 
excellence, and{althongh in darkned delines 
ations) an 72comparable glory. The Sn 
while he meaſureth out a full day to the in» 
habitants of the oppoſite part of the: Globe; 
by the 44092 and: Stars, imparteth unto us 
ſome ſcatteringsof his light,-which preſent 
he obſcareth, both ſupplying and excelling 
them : So doth God impart himſelf to us by 
the miniſtry of his ſabltitute creatures, that 


our underſtandings and memories might be 
bufied with him'in this his Proxy-preſerts of 


glory: By this confolatory way are we lead 
to Heaven; the Mind exerciſing it ſelfwith 


Patience waiteth the change of theſe weak 
lamps tor the more inflaming light of the 
morning Sr. Which until its appearance we 


anticipate by the remembrance ofit promif- 
£d, by the Love. of the Giver and the conſt 
des 
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WET Zi Erb; is; 
"| pambrance of what-js paſt, and the enjoys 
I ment of -the preſent Hope confiimmateth 1ts: 


—— 


FI vikory over fear. Weremember that what 
"I welufiered portended the fruition of what 
tis now in our Love embraces and Joy ſonnets; 
Jand both paſt and preſent givean inſight of 


SF the impoſlibility of our bepes ending in ant 
y annihilation. ins 


£LN the mean time it is one:({and not the 


tHlaft ) acccfiion to our: felirity to have 


k ay; 4 A 
vv w 


+8 dotie what is wotth the exerciſe of AMeeap- 


&.: While we do well, -we have herein 
(a3 well as other reſpects ) the upperhand 
of the rebel adverſaries of good, that our 
memories are no way troubleſome: 1n' too; 
wo offticioully. preſenting us with paſſages” 


knacceptable. For ts them the pleaſure is 


vaniſhed, the memory of evil adherent. It 


#.to theny a; ftill reiterated rack, a'cons 
tnval recidivation into miſery, an alway 
remforced miſcheif , the torment of the 


be: for them that the grand ES 4 
| ds 


damned preexecuted,. ,It muſt certainly 
4 


fare Epicarus contrived ways to elude” the 
#eeory. But the fenſe of unfortunate: fir 
Wit not be quelled with the recal of thoſe 
more lucky, nor will it admit of a mixtute 
of! delightful imaginations , by which it 
Wl” may 
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may confound 'it feltf. Their-pleaſuresi 1 


jos on the' Chap, Wh 


rerrupted (although indeed never real :JÞþo 
cauſe a galliſh:diſreliſh, which is neyer- algn 
layed until the place , which conceive(Þt 
them; be waſhed with a deluge of peniteniſfy 
waters. But thegood man; having no caulghe 
to! be afraid of himſelf, doth lengthen thaÞal 
joy of toleration by daily Meditation." Hh 
entertaineth no thoughts, but what are( nth 
only ſerene: apd calm,” but )- of higheſt dey! 
tight, To'him/mothing concurreth, but 
what hath atrue ſeaſon of. joy, nothing, butÞ! 
what ſtriketh him into thank fulneſs and ad 
miration of the Divine goodneſs. He thinke 
eth of nothing, as to himſelf, without-God$i 
whoſe multiplied - benefits he now. findeth|a 
to have ſurrounded and advanced him tolffvi 
what he 1s, iz2 God's light ſeeing light; for Gollif® 
baving been alwayes good, hath to his fort 
mer goodneſs added this to lift up the light 
of his goodneſs upon him. ' God hath runſſ 
through his whole: life with him, and- pre 
vented hin: with the bleſſing of goodneſs , thi|ſti 
remembrance whereof reneweth him, andfſt! 
maketh him greaterin knowledge and conſtc 
templation. So doth he make a reſarre&##*J 
ox of palt Favours, and by the benefit 'ofP! 
Multiplications Arithmetick encreaſeth andJ#1 
enjoyeth them over and over. . By this fasJ<& 
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ulty of recollection he hath the benefit, 
l Joneh of what 1s, and What was; nay more. 
aly of what 1s by remembring what was. 
Whc conlideration-of God's miraculous mer- 
it in his. proteCtion of him under immi- 
nt dangers, and amidſt dayly emergent: 
Wiermitics: affordeth him pleaſures agreea- 
le 3 reviewing labours paſt ' he admireth 
She inacclible magnitude of that itrcngth,: 
which 1cd him through them 3; and moſt. 
{Þratcfullyextolleth the Autbour. He remems 
Þreth paſt troubles not with an affi@ed but. 
ledſome mild, and is a patient, whone-' 
Wer chioketh of his recovery Without grate- 
lLacknowledgments of his hyſiciar, 'Ef>- 
capes, from inconveniences poileſs us moſt © | 
ofvith delight. Ir is an excecflive pleafure 
J&o us to run over the ſtories of our Pil- 
Wrimages, and we are raviſhed with re- 
fcarſals of paſt dangers, even thoſe molt 
Mtcrible when preſent 3 'old age exulteth 
J'0-nothing more , nothing more reviveth 
bffthe aged or putteth approaching death fur- 
ther. back. We glory in our lucky miſe 
affortunes, in our continuance unchangeable | 
gamidft continuing vicifhitudes, in all our 
fEpreſervations, but more abundarzly i in the. 
Preſerver. Good deeds are his work, and 
cauſe neither fear nor ſhame, they leaveno.. 
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fench behind them when they go out! 
nay they go not out at all, for ex 
retriveth them. They are gratefui boy 
to our felves and others, and live {t111 
both. Whatever betideth us without | 


they preſerve peace within, and at laſt re? 
ſtore it without too. However in thi! 
meantime to their Axthovrs they give val 
cation, and make his /ife a continued Hyſj * 
Hzeday. Never was the remembrance of '1 
good action a grief to any, the moſt wick 1 
ed man, It appeareth in afinful perſoiſt 
Itke agloworme in the way in a cold night! 
it ſhineth, although it giveth no heatF? 
the ſight is-pleaſing, although it afford nafj \ 
light, But a truly praCticed piety makethſj< 
it all 4ay within, and enliveneth us witli! 
« celeſtial fre. It fruſtrateth the malice ol « 
Fortxxe, and out liveth death; ſo that Wt 
neither feeleth the one nor feareth the off 
ther. It foreſtaleth misforiune by a pre. : 
occupation of the memory, which it employ] 
eth1n contenting repreſentatives 5 It wear © 
eth- out trouble, and conveyeth us paſt þ 
death whileſt living, by an aſſurance thatf 
we ſhall live beyond it. When we are int 
our Graves, that, although unburied, go l 
cth with us ſtill, it being the onely peace t 
able pofſetiion of both living and dead.- Sof Þ 
- | : they 
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ith they, whoſe virtues have been approved 
+4 by durance, and have eſcaped through the 
Ml furges of temptations unwracked, have 
7@ the greateſt titles both to Fazze and felics- 
if 4+ and when they are pleaſcd to reflect 
j $pon them can redouble them, make them 
i inſtead of 4 paſs miſery a preſent benefit. 
20 - ALL this joy our zzemory worketh for us; 
Fl and this in conlideration of God's mercy, 
4 But his j»ffice ſhall do as much, and his 
kJ Providence too in the government of, all 
ol things. When we call to mind the revolu- 
J tions of things paſt in the World, and the 

{ varieties, which go tothe compoſure of it, 
fl we look up to that Wi/dow, which hath 
tf contrived and directed them to their ſeves 
tf ral ends with a juſt admiration of his-ſage 
F diſpoſals, with as juſt a condemnation of 
thoſe feigned fopperics of Chance and Fate.” 

| We may then find and know that all things 

& happen by his ſacred permifſion and will, 
& which as it delighted us intheſafferaxce, fo 
4 much more now in freer diſpenſation of 
if fwects reſembling the celeſtial. Ofall changes 
fd we. may in much meaſure ſee and-recount 
inf the reaſons the, books of divine Frovidence 
# being open unto us. We may, among other 
Sf things innumerable, ſee there recorded the 
ol proſperity of the wicked and their canfuſion, 
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and admire God's wiſdome, who ſetteth then Ji 
in  Nlippery places to caſt them downl® 
headlong to deſtruFion. The juſt are als 
way under rhe tuition of his fatherlyÞ' 
ez2, although in all worldly ſenſe caſt out of wo 
his favor : the wickedeven in his proſperitf ke 
is but heaping up the izcendjary coals of hi 
own deſtru&ion and ruine. Although he 
look like one of Pharoahs more proveable 
herd fat ard fair, it 1s but to fall into anſf\ 
'unſatiable gulph. Providence is beſt com i 
mended at laſt, Happy he, whoſe care for 
the preſent did never put ſtop tO the hopiſf 
of his future well being: for the righteoulf" 
ſhall ſee the vengeance and rejoyce, nay, ht 
ſhall alſo delight himſelf in the abundance of 
peace. The fore knowledge of God's prod or 
vidence- proveth Memories darling, and 
Hype not fruſtrated, though dead by fra 
tion, 1s revived by recolleBion. q 
WH O {ſhould relate this to the World 
but we, whoſe Hope have increaſed by im4F* 
probabilities and have outlived themſelves 
Our ſeed committed to the earth and lyingÞ®) 
out their winter under variety of affiictingF® 
weather have met with their ſpring, thatÞ® 
after the confirmation of their roots theſſ*" 
tops may have their flouriſhing and ripen*F* 
ing ſeaſons, We, who have halt. an ageſ® 
lived} 
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Alived under the "bppreJion' of continned' 
Merpations, nay ow at Tepgth, when or 
M4 is by divine providence, mounted to 
a0 higher COOL pegrep apa CORe ſhoog 
Morth irito a timely*viridity ; and through 
Alis ſeaſonable and powerful operations of 
cat 'may. be” preſerved ! and perfett- 
elled” for the divine huvbandmans both 
ebry and delight, We have not onely out- 
Wived our durance, but its 1impoſers too ; 
nd. through 'God's bleffing our confidence 
tid deeds ſhall in future ages have' a'plea;, 
Miz -and* odoriferous 'acceptance , when 
heir" iames | ſhall tink inthe noftrils of 
el! men, yea, even their own very inſtra- 
vets and adberents, Each man ſbal{"eat 
| be fruit of his' own' labour , 'and his deeds 
{Bikewiſe al follow bivz.” Of which harveſt 
ne can'be bereaft, for every man's'tranſacr= 
'F0life pleadeth for him his merit, and claim- 
h'his dne in'defpight off whatſoever ob+- 
MifoQtions. ' As God 7s not mocked, we are 
uo decezved. But they, whoin our dayes 
dillfully deceived themſelves by cndea+ 
pouring to #2pc& God, which way cati they 
ty Cas they” were wont) cry up the treth 
Fthetr Relzgrorm, and the reality of their 
Mentions by the ſacceſ{cful event of their 
0970752 their own arguments heretofore 
i} * G fram- 
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tramed in, aſelf detence. were all of then 
wont to proye their ſelf confutation, .t 


onely excepted 
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J. Time. and Provideudh” 
LAH neer freinds to truth-ſeeking Reaſon? 
have alſodivefted them of this fraudulen c 
pall, and made naked to their ſhame thy* 
very ſecrets of; their diabolical pracaiſey” 
hs never. ordered the courſe of world t 
appineſs ſo directly towards the righteouſ© 
man's habitation, as that it never deviated 
neither is wickedneſs in the afting alwalf® 
unfortunate, God doth not alwaies ſign 
his pleaſure with his immediate finger, eh” 
ther ſuddenly advancing the right or 4 p 
” 


= 


preſiing the wrong. Ir was a comme 
able fiction of Jupiter in the diſtribution! 
his bleffings .cummanding an equality | U 
good and evil, Which gave a ſemblaingg® 
as 1fhe ſhould favour corruption and -vi A 
as much as wirize and honeſty. But W* 
knew if Yirtze ſhould be ablc to engre}® 
to her ſelf the whole ſtorte of the collf® 
mon bleſſings of wealth and worldly ca® 
tent, ſhe would be more courted and wal? 
cd for the train ſhe beareth after her, thy 
for the proper. efteem .due to her wotl}*, 
and beauty, We daily ſee that via th 
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may be ſuoceſſeful. Theives may OPpP > 72 
honelt ?ravellers, or an avaritious eye mi” 
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= Chap. Il. © Mercies of Reſtawration. $3. 
i by power and deceit outreach «wel 
wearing neighbour. © But: God alloweth: 
if neither of the theft of the one, or the re 
A pirze of the other. Obſerve thereforethe 
A end of ſuch ; they ſhall. be: taken in: the 
þ faare of Gods wrath, and fourfold Reitax+ 
Ml ratio will not ſatisfic. ., And, beſides the: 
"ll the end of the perſons, conltder their pnr- 
A chaſes fromthe known truth of. that-vul-. 
MJ gar obſervation, that iZ acquirements are: 
I wo 3 heritance, We can now fight them 
A with their own weapons 5 Either they were | 
"A miſtaken in their caxſe , or elſe proſperity - 
iHin this life ignot entailed ..to virtuous 


Adecds, They , who ſo impudently or: 
Yrather blaſphemouſly. boaſted. that God; 


1 atteſted. their, aFions and the juſtice pf their 
couſe by ſo many ſignal victories, and per- 
Imicting them from time totime to.proſper 
Win the world, are ..now filent as ro this / 
Fvaunt, Although they conſpired with HeZ 
to throw their conſc/erces.into a ſethargy, 
and then to attempt any thing in God's 
Maze, the ſucceſs of their attempts was one«- 
ly to the advantage of future miſery, 
'AFbor when their Lucky,houfs had let down - 
-Atheir laſt ſandes the /ethargy proveth but : 
Ja Charm, and receding giveth quickneſs to 
Atheir verberating foe... The difiurbers of ; 
| ” 02 the 
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the: Kangllomes peace had for their cheat 
of-ſandtity,; by which they would appeat 
white i and innocent in the Vulgar eye 
chiefly:this of ſucceſs. But their fall fron 
their / aſpired/ altitudes maketh our acclas 
mationns and triumphs to be- heard at di- 
ſtance, 1 inviting others to participate of out 
Joy.” Their dejeftion, either -head-long 
from the degrees prefſumptuonſly aſcends 
ed:, or; penitentially to a fincere obedzenct 
from a” mock. devotion, could -alone have 
been the means to raiſe our beloved $io# 
out” of her aſhes; , Chough the firſt haps 
pened td be the means. the latter was more 
in our. wiſhes, : For my. ſincere thoughts 
areſthat.we ought not to glory: or joy It 
their: pxnifſpwments, lo much as to pity their 
Obſtinacy, whoſe hearts we find compoled 
of -imitigable bitterneſs, Our long caps 
tivated: Church retaineth that.diſcipline in 
her renewed proſperity ſo far to love her 
exemies, as to wiſh them, who have been 
thorns in her ſides, to become embers of 
her body, and coheirs of her felicity, Whats 
loever Joy ſhe conceiveth'from the avemory 
of 'God enabling her to the vifory of pas 
tiente;' when theſe perſecuted her, ſhe e+ 


ſteenieth' not ample enough ſo long as ind 
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Wof2 Ah #* 040i et, our. he is. in 
1 a fort-deficiant, by ; the;.want-of ſo.many 
members torne away from herz! and ; ONE 
| part, of, her, DA6y become asat; were1mpo- 
| tent 3, ſo many. perſons; the,gyork.: of: Gog'2 
fingers, for whom. Chrifs.molt ſacred bady 
ell Was pierced ang. his. Blood ſhed,. either; pe; 
| ziſhed-or, under eminent;dangey of is! Byt 
of then what, was wanting was, made up:iby 
the remembrance; that Geg's; long; tiered 
d very, being by. theſe. retyleg and;his grate 
x tnrned Pha. wantonneſs,. they, are deleryegly 
if puniſhed;,in/their obduxarene(s..., We cam 
# Pot hut.rejoycingly. contemplate'his at 

of: Tuſtice \ 1n,permitting.thole, who.. have hat 

of great 4 ſhare, and bauds fo deeply faux 
{ cd, with the;zzzocent Blood. of perſons of all 
{ qualities, and,conditions, with /iupifiedgorr 
hee to.run on- the courle they. began, 
qt. liſting oh Pau -who,.recalleth, 7 Gans 7 
lory. is. y antly. the..juſt man's; bliſs. © 
Wi Fl ch way, { ever it pleaſeth.him to work ' 4 
X. becomerh, A ſmiling. ſpeRtator, -And 
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his ſeveral wayes he hath to glorifie hi himfellf 
in bringing to paſs theſe certainties, that (F 
#he patient abiding of the Meek ſhall 
alway be forgotten; that Ood' 'will avend{ 
his one Ele&, which cry unto him day and 
night, rhough he bear loin with them, tot e 
end that proſperozs Villany may never ceaſÞ® 
to fear, nor calamitow Virtue to erect i it rt | 
to a juſt Hope. _ 
AND now the time locked back i upon al 
ſcemeth not long, becauſe at laſt our Sergtſ . 
is raiſed, we rele#ved,and our confidence mag} 
nified. Hope" is a ſweet com anion, which 
with much validity conveyeth us out of th 
ruiries of onr times and unawares thruſterh 
us paſt fear of danger. Wehave as it werl © 
ſlept and dreamed out the ſadneſs of oi 
paſt times but our eyes are opento the bleſl; 
fings of ourpreſent life, which by an evan | 
gelical liberty reſtored becometh the oJadh ﬀ 
ſome vigt! of that everlaſting Holy- Pi ll * 
Bezves. Much may it ſtrengthen our Hopty © 
of Heaven that God hath reſtored unto us rhe | 
vneontroulable uſe of his Courts and Hon 
whether we may reſort in companies ant 
With' notes proper to our thanklgiving (6- : 
Jemnitics celebrate this feſtival the prot by 
dent of our till hoped" for pure, bright ” 
glorious, and never OI ww of rJojcing x 
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|» = Aa t+t: Hes 1%: 1/0 hee ING 
Much may we' be! enabled andenclined to, 
pray for encreaſe of pious'Aﬀociates, who 
Jeay with us blefs and magrifie the Swpre ane 
land ſole Ranſome of our hives and liberties; 
Monch may ofr: Mother tcjayce tn the res 
Yeovery of fuch-' reduced members as were 
Sbefore alienated from her '#xi#iom and pow- 
F ful begediF7ons; whether wilfully, igno- 
2Jrantly or cowardly; And for ever here- 
aJafter may Diſcord receding. conhpe it ſclt 
auto that Stygrar rabble of irreconceriveable 
"Irebellion, whoſe" invention and* ſucceſslefs 
SLHſacit is moſt properly termed.” So ſhall 
i graceful Yirtue have flouriſhing paviſionsin 
4 every heart » and' (each man being conſe- 
1 cfated a new) Paradiſe be no-mote one. but 
al apturality. oO 244. 
1 NOW let- us compare'them and dif 
10 tinguifh Joges: He who with Erminc curis- 
1 #5 hath preferved himſelf clean and ino- 
A tent;: though he thereby incurred the'ha- 
if zards of life, having eſcaped-all dangers 
al bath a morethrough paced ay thei he, wh 
;| hath run through any whitfoever® dirt 
if ations cither to defer anempty fright, and 
af to entertain a crackt and'unſeem]y happi- 
{ neſs, The one now looks upon his profþe- 
| rity as the ſpoils of viFory, and his own'be- 
;1 cauſe he ſerved fort; the ather Jangheth 
a G 4 þ but 


BY Refledtions on the. 1; Chaps lt 
byt, as it were:; for company: with a fainry 
ence of. pleafure,:and js.etthar.in hisiheant 
looking another way, (as, bafore)upanmare 


ſenſual ptegſares; or bethinking himſelf hom 


and.where #0;pour-out the zears of his! mai 
cerating and; Fnyipus. grief.:! Now bethaj 


doth any thing .to obtainhis-5-ds.or ſecure 
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his fears, propoſeth to/himſel£ajoy,yct doth 
bur,” -..- 6) bak :lhirno 10 had 

——Proprer oifur vivendipendere canſgs, 
BUT, itisrequilite;that] yindicate,projs 
perity. and ;extol.it; now, a/thoughil hetorg 
condemned it,;;j} Yet neither did 1 diſcoms 
mend.this now.indiſcourſt,,nor gan] being 
duced to prailethat before.condemneds 1 Ag 
for that proſperity, which I beforefaid-tobg 
rbe Souls cankgr, it, was ſuch as fomentod/nas 
tures too toq violent'inclinations to, yitiouy 


contentments; and incited man; £0, 'the uh 


panning himſelf, According. as proſperity 
giveth [jozg.l either acquit, or condemn its 
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115-80] with meer temporals,and deharreth 
it. che priviledge of aſcent into the preſence 
of the compatlipnate Reſtaren, what doth he 
bat reiptyy al. .bimſelf and torment bis joy.s 
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he.uſe ofthe gifts brought. in with.peace 
be more frequent then.of peace contizening 
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by Chap. Il; Mtercies: of Reftanration, ©3g9 
yi gratitzde,; thei man thus uſing them doth/at 
tf the moſt (and that too-not-withour.chedks) | 
ff rejoyce but to halves3his diviner partis bath 
nl hindred of her- fight 'andiblinded from cher 
ul Joy. Tie temptations of:1thuding vanities 
brow more and moremportunate,and they, 
'eircumventing;the man,nurſe him up(asifin 
true. pleafures) inunſeen miſeries & conjure 
him-to an.jpnominious ſlivery. He embracs 
eth rotten-deformities;and uſcth means with 
expedition |to..unbind: the: ccontignatiang, 
and let fall into irreparable ruine the: Blais 
{| tered -piece of mortality.: So. doth proſpe- 
«|| ety. become this Sconrge, becauſe heyincon- 
tempt; or-neglect, of God's glorious ſervice; 
becometh. the-Worlds' ſlave. . Or again if 
we have tao able memories t0 recolechthe 
furreptions..and: loſſes: faftained in:thelJate 
{ barbarous broiles,; and becauſe theſe breaghy 
a4 <5 are. riot: made yp, [to:charge: our hearts 
Fi0 with repinings intermixed with. joy; what 
0 do'we but. make uſe of oun ſtrongeltifaculti- 
| £5; tocheat ourſelves? We are to look forr 
{| ward to [what is to come, nay, to conſider 
ej what advantages we have.in the happy. Re 
| {auration of King and Chnnxch:. ; Many Cit ks 
; | fruc)are #he.infednows baits laid for ueeyery 
I where and way brit while God is our chjef 
I dclire proſperity. helpeth, :nor faileth..ug. 
J::.; =Y ; Therefore 


» a _ Etap. th; 
Therefore tothoſe, who conftantly behold 
. Gods will as their moſt defireable pleaſure 
the good wrought in ſuch varieties maketh[; 
wonderfully for the heightening of thei 4 
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oy. | None but adiftempered palfte thinks] 
-eth bitter fweet and ſweet bitter,for a ſound} ] 
body hath a diſtinguiſhing gult:So fincerity 1 
_ of Religion giveth found judgement for the, 
olettion of the moſt ſavory delights,the Sum # 
whereof is God, the-particulars whatſoeva; 
perſeverance in Love promoteth to the; 
underſtanding. 4 


NOW that proſperity at all proveth ob, 
noxious to future- diſcontents by too too | 
indulgent ſupplies of luxurious appetites, ' 
no fault of the times, but ofthe perſongf; 
who-cannot learn to behold the beauteowll ; 
bleſlings of Ged with chaft and temperati 
eyes. Neither is the ſubſervient and ready 
good an exculive plea, for immoderate eb 
ther Juſt or uſe, nor given otherwiſe then fl 
a puniſhment to ſuch unreſtrained wills.Itbſ} ; 
truc that there is more danger in an exaltdlſ ; 
ſtate of lite, then in a depreſſed, becauſt 1 
more | privy / temptations , more publidfſ z 
ones, but then careis the more commenddsy ; 

'ble,and likewiſe reſiſtance is the more glorh y 

aus when the aſſault is feirceſt. They thetly q 

who were frighted nearer God, and farthal y 
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Id off a Jelf-loveVy the Sword, Perſetution, Na» 
Al tedrefand diſtvefhave made adverſity bene- 
*Fficialto their Soxls,if their care now become 
nor (like a watch not wourid up) flck in 
time of greateſt urgency. Tewptationis no xe. 
alffty,neither fore hurtful unleſs miſapplied. = 
Fbe true uſe of proſperity is to be led as 
thongſt, and, through * the delicacies, and 
tharms of pleaſare, & leave then conquered 
#d as often'as we arefoled'to recede with 
thaiden appetites reſerved for God alone, 
Thus onely d6 we uſs thefe benefits arighr, 
ind thus uſing them ſhall we duely remem- 
bet the grearnefs of the ſaccour affordec by 


=” 


=> 


them, when time would wee away the 


tra and obliterate the legend.” Thus uſing 
them do we enlarge our Joy in them, becaufe 
bur Joy in rhe Author is thereby perpetuated, 
I The greateſt and ſincereſt of pleaſures Cas 
"j| tireftly in reference to things of this life) 
"| 8'?o” bear and forbear. Temporal thing 
coming ſuddenly ro their height do Gig 
nly decreafe 3 and the benefits of this 
;0 iife too preedily taken and ufed, ceaſe to. 
70 be benefits after one full enjoyment of. 
;| them : onely woderation ( with reference 
| to God ) lengtheneth them and preferveth 
f the joy of them entire. They areſomade 
$.t0 reach from earth to heaven, and the A 
3 £: 


$ 
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of :our pan-lang life is — out into}; ll ; 
glerious thred of immortallity.. ' © aÞÞ; 
' SEE now how farr -our COA denos! hat | 

carried us... The prayers of, Faith* hay 
wreſtled and' prevailed with God for th 

return of, peace to . his Church andt 
Realme. | & pious boldneſs, in asking at 
thing.of God, and reſolution in denying a 
ny. thing -to..our, ſelves for: his ſake,. will 
procure a more proſperousadvancement foj 
us than this,. even an exaltation aboye: tem 
Poem to cternal res aud prace;Amen.. mER 


nd. they, beſ been Sabonrabls, ” thi 


thy. Land in Redeeming thy peoph 
from captivity, thou haſt forgiven, our; inh 
tier ,.and. cavered our , paſt ſins > tha 
haſt taken away thy wrath. and turned .thy 
ſelf from the ficrceneſs of thine anger. | 
Therefore our; meditation. of thee ſhall i 
ſweet, becauſe thy ſalvatian-is zigh them thy 
Hope in thee. that glory may dwell in our land. 
Thou haſt remembred thy mercy ana truth 
towards thine 1ſrael ,; and; the ends, pf th 
Iorld have Jeen thy Jalgation, « 0 riet vo 
God. 
_ Truely thou artgoad rofuch 4 are of ac 
heart; but we had well nigh nine cha 
vnf 7 thee in being enviege 4 the pref perry 
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Chap. 1.  aercier of 

of #he wicked, when we ſaw the Tabernacles 
of Robbers proſþen, - and that they were en- 
compaſſed with Worldly happineſs round a- 
bout. 
'' But ' at laſt when we drew neer to the 
refuge of thy word, and conſidered the Wiſ- 
dome 'of thy diſpoſals 'we were taught not 
to \condemn our own lot , neither envy 
theirs: For we underſtood deſtru@ion to 
be nigh. their habitations, and ready to re- 


_ 
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rive them. Cw 
* But thy Servants are alway with theſe 
thox upholdeſt them with thy Right Hand. 
* Thou ſhalt guide us with thy counſel, 
and afterwards receive ws to Glory. 
" Thou ſhalt encreaſe our greatneſs, and 
comfort 25 ' 0n every ſide; ſo that our lips 
ſtall greatly rejoyce when we ſingunte thee, 
md our ſouls alſogwhich thou haſt wonderfully 
redeemed. Y , 
"Let this be written in our hearts. and 
likewiſe engraven in the rock for ever 
for poſterities ſake, that the generations t0 
rome may know it, and the people, which 
ſhall be created, may prove thy name,: who 
f } roked ſt down from the beight of thy Sams" 
| Gary to hear the groaning of the priſoners 
- preſerve the multitudes of the affli@&- + 4 
[4 tt : q 
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Surely the upright ſhall-rejoyce, for thy 

have ſeen the vengeance, and ſhall boaſtingh| 


h 22 


ſap, Perily there is a reward for the righ- 
Fears. 


is tried; Thou cauſed (t men to ride ove 
our heads; we went through fire and water; 
But thou haſt brought ws out into a wealthy 


Place. 


tidings, which might nouriſh Hope. At 


laſt we underſtood, and now confeſs thy | 


power, who haft brought it ont of the houſe 
of Dagon. EC | 


by 


Thou haſt proved us and tried ws 45 ſilva 


We long ſat by the way fide etourn 
ing, for the Ark of God, catching at all 


It is well for ws that we have beenf. 


afflicte d. Tet aſſuredly, if tHoK hadſt 70 | 


been on onr ſide , when malitious men}. 


roſe up in fury againſt us, they had even 
ſwallowed ws up quick. 


. But (praiſed be thy name., our favour | 


and Defence ) our foot is eſcaped out of the 
ſnare of the fowler;, the ſnare is broken and 
we are delivered. 

. What are we that thou haſt thus mage 
nified ws, and beard our prayers contis 


mully, importuning theſe to ariſe and 0 


ve mercy "upon Sion? How great are 
thy loving Kindneſſes and Mercies , who 
core 


Ly C ap.ll,, Mercies of Reflanration. 95 
| conſedered'ſt that the time to feconr her, 
ever the ſet time was come. 

' And now thou haſt ſet thy Tabernavle in Sa 
lem, that Righteouſneſs and Peace might kifs 
each other. | 

| Therefore unto thee do we give-thanks, O 

Lord, unto thee do we give thanks, for that 

thy name is near, thy wondrous works de- 
j| clare. | 
_ Let our mouth be filled with thy praiſe and 
{ banour continually; and be thou exalted, 0 
Ul God, above the Heavens, let thy glory be as 
bove all the earth. 
And now, 0 Lord, I beſeech thee remember 

{| me, thine unworthy Servant, with the favour 
nl that thou beareft uuta thy people, and vis 
ol ft me with thy Salvation, that I may 
AY ſee the good of thy Choſen all my days, 
*l| and rejoyce in the gladneſs of t hy peo= 

j tle, that T may Glory with thine inheri- 
my tence. 
el Aake all thine glad according to the 
4 | days wherein they have been affiided, and the 

yeers wherein they bave ſuffered adverſity , 
"| that the beauty of the Lord God may reſt npor 
*| xs. : 
'] So ſhall we not go back from thy precepts, 
'f but devote our ſelves fo fear thy name ſo | 
*} ſball webeeſtabliſhed in the way that is right, 
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aid niake known thy faithfulneſs to the great 


CONgregarion, 
- Bleſſed bethe Lord our God, who alone doth 


wondrows works 3 und. blefed be his gloriou 
name * for. ever and. gver. and let the whole( | 
Eurth be filled with bjs glory. Amen ; 
Amen. | 


 * Oncr Father which art in Heaven, ( 
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efleions upon particular benefits ob- 
tained by bis MajeSties bappy Re- 

[HYMN | 
4 2d 1s alway a ready help, but more 
k $ eſpecially at time of need., Our 
'Jown induſtry 1s but a- blunt ſtupidity 
F(take at in the moſt refined abilities} with. 
ut his exhibited aid, Our neceflities 
\{vatdd be more urgent upon us then our 
iIwils could be ative for us, ſhould our 
beſt ſubterfuge from danger be our own 
\{ncer contrivance. But God is ever preſent ; 
*Het more ſenfibly in the time of greateſt 
\Þpeceſiity, when he ſeemingly. hath ablſents 
+&d himfelf. He ſeemeth not preſent, when 
Feceſity 1s abſent, becauſe but remiſsly n= 
Focated. In time of need prayers are our 
\Fcfage, till our deſired Supply cometh, who 
«Jometimes an({wereth our expectations ſoon- 
a Fr, ſometimes later , according as we el»: 
| Fer pray, or he ſeeth expedient. . He 
;Poth frequently delay until our preſſures 
pow almoſt too too weighty, and _ 
| - he 
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he becometh a ſpeedy and powerful Deli i 
verer. Indeed the ſordid ingratitude off c 
man taketh notice ofno deliverance, bug 
ſach as 1s miraculous, and feldome mucyk 
of that, after - the wonder and n@&d anit 
both over 3 ſo far 1s God from our heartyſte 
although alway preſent in our enjoymentgIH 
they being his liberallities. And in refd 
gard of our {light eſteem of the morgin 
common favours, God doth fufter our dinifet 
acknowledgments to be ſharpened by thgo1 
want of thoſe his bleſſings ſometimes unf4 
dervalued, and that ſuch want as may® 
make us ſufhciently to remember even ouſt 
dayes of forgetfulneſs. Then, when ou 
crooked diſpolitions are ſet ſtraight anQ0t 
upright , we have leffure enough fr 
bemoan our ſelves and lament our palſſts 
vileneſs, but ſcarce wiſedome to fore 
our eſcape from the quickfands of thol#1 
perplexities, which we have no reaſon ifftc 
deem other then inevitable. Neverthelaot 
(#ccour cometh borne apon the. wings tf 
Providence, and quaſheth Tirannizing fellſth! 
in the midft of its furprizals. More. thiffto 
to aſentenced ſufferer in the very nicks 
time a letter of reprieve, or an hand of helſſtei 
to alinking and foul expiring perſon, wifeh 
our deliverance gratilous becauſe moſatt 
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A improbable , gy very miraculous. , The 
| commonneſs of Our calamity was before our 
general comfort; ſo neer was the fatal 
knife to the thred of our hopes. But 
git is never too late for God to put afſtop 
to the proceedure of malicious practices, 
He findeth not any time paſt, or any thin 
difficult, . What to humane hr Poms 
ging may feem an impudent neglect, becom- 
Jeth to him a well {lighted occaſion, and 
lyour beſt time'is not alwates his. Provr- 
Iixce hath its fulneſs of time, which ( let 
Joan never ſo impatiently labour to haften 
Wit) will not be prevented nor deferred... 
I\itneſs-this our former expeCtations, -and_. 
ngour preſent acknowledgements , which 
praiſe God for his wiſe and ſucceſleful-de- 
flayes. In due time God gave us a Moſes, a 
lefPrinces, a Rnler, and a Lawgiver, under 
fAvhoſe condu@ we have been led out 'of 
(fore then an Feyptiar flavery. We have 
loſt nothing by our. hope being deferred, 
athe length of time being well ſupplied by 
efthe perfection of our Blefſingz 4 woſt gra- 
0x5 Prince, and we hope that what time 
Fas wanting to him and us, in his deſired 
[ ſeip e over us, may in the felictty of _ 
"tfncing years be returned'to him as an ad- 
C q tonal Crows , to us an encreaſc of Jos 
in H 2 And 
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$00 RefleFions pon particular Chap. IT; 
AND of this his calm ggturn giveth us 
an extraordinary aſlurance He afttordeth 
us by the ſerenity of his demeanour a large 
proſpect of felicity, if our wayward per- 
werſeneſs (like the never contented 7ſracl- 
ztes)-change not the bleſ{ings deſigned us by 
his miniſtry into plagzes and carſes. We have 
ſeen his forgiving nature abhorring ſuch 
crimſon pleaſures as are more ſanguinary 
then neceſlary for Gods glory. Innocence 
conducted him/ a nearer way home then 
toſwim through a ſea of blood. He thought 
it not good to return the ſame way , by 
which his enemies forced him to depart, 
God, who uſeth to win by torbearance,ſ 
and delighteth not lo much as in the death 
of .a Sinner , was his Pilot and brought 
him home to the harbour of reſt by peace: 
able deſires, He would hayecivil diſlenſ 
"tions and fraternal jarres ceaſe , and that 
Wwe. hear . not. heltile and diſtracting 
Alarms, but onely ſuch harmleſs claſhings 
as delight and recreate; that by our exet: 
ciſe and union we may. the better reſiſt 
farteipne contrivances and attempts. 
+; OW trucly Goldez would our Age 
have been had this rare patern found an 
_univerſal obſervation, had. real .peace and} 
Jay met witha tree acceſs inta every hear ; 
ti SE n 


Chap. [I1. Bex?frts abtained byhis, &C,\. Tor 
But it doth nota little interrupt our rejoyc- 
ing that many harbouring unquiet thoughts 
do prepare War againſt themſelves. . A 
little gall marreth a great quantity of de- 
licate wine, and a few aead flies cauſe 
the Apothecaries precious opntments togive 
« ſtinking" ſent: So doth a little of the 
leaven of difafteCtion in ſome few give fre- 
quent repulſes te our copious and adive 
joy, While weare forced to mix ſupplicati-. 
ons with thankſgivings, and commonly to 
ſigh for their miſeries in the: midſt of \ our 
own triumphs over miſery, 11 BY 

I T is ſtrange that the Divine Providence, 


Which illuminateth moſt, ſhould blind any. 


Bac if deformed and vitious Sonls turn 
things facred into fin, and wholſome re- 


 medies into the nature of their own diſtem- 


pers, God's Grace 1s nevertheleſs wonder- 
ful. Jf the wicked man poyſoneth his ar- 
tidotes, and maketh himſelf worſe by the 


receipt of them, the fault is not in her 
Phyſitian. Although the Atherſt forceth 


his will to obſtetricate to ſenſuality, con- 


juring to lilence all thoughts of a God, God 


recedeth not, neither is the more abſent, 


. but filleth the World with the brightneſs 
of his glory. - The perverſe fool may term 
Providence, Chance, but yet advifing with 
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even his own reaſon, he may confute him. | 
ſelf. However we know who it is, that pro» 
duceth Sublime and excellent things out of 
indiſpoſed materials. We know rhat our 
preſent promotion came neither from the Eaſt 
mor from the Weſt, blown by accidentiary 
winds, but it was God's finger > he 3s Judge, 
ſetting up the right and deprefiing the 
wrong, Let whatſoever adverſary read 
himſelf thoſe looſe lectures, which his 
heart onely ſuperficially entertaineth ; yet 
no Dzabolical Subtilty can withſtand thoſe 
quick lightnings, which God's powerful 
works 'do dart upon his conſcience. And 
know he muſt, that whereas he would bribe 
his '7#»ternal witntſs and judge, he doth but 
the ſame as he, that would retrive rivers 
back' to their Fountains, and chain up the 
winds in. an imperious Den or Caſtle ; ſo 
fmpoſiible it is to confonnd that habitation 
of equal Jaſtice, where nothing is pervert- 
ed. | Our Kings many and Miraculous deli- 
verances from molt eminent dangers, and 
the thred of his life interwoven with du- 
rance and proteCtion, may in all reaſon ft- 
lence the partonr Sermocinatours of rebel. 
lions They all know (and ſome confeſs) | 
whoſe work both preſervation and Reſt ane 
ration is ; yet they retain a certain inflexible 
f ſtiflneſs 
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ſtiffenels, God muſt be beholgiog to them 
for *a . certificate of approbation', or the 
work ſhall” be noge of his. Nay, if the 


preſerved King and grateful people ſatisfie 


got .their exorbitant Iuſts before the will 
of the great Preſerver, they will attempt 
the undoing of what God hath done , as 
if aiming at the annihilation of his pow» 
Eo” 

BUT their powers and wills are not in 


' the ſame conliſtory, being as far divided, 


ſo unequally ative. And-he, who now 
diſableth, did formerly diſappoint, They, 
who formerly endeavoured the fruſtrating 
of Providence, were their own puniſhments 
in many fruitleſs attempts,but now they are, 
eſpecially by neccflit y of forbearance of a@- 


ing that, which in wil! hath been long fince 


peretuated. 1 10 
HOWEVER let them do and think 
what they will, experience teacheth the us 
truth-of this, Lhat a/thongh hand joyn in 


hand; the wicked. fhall not be -unpuniſbeds 


but' the ſeed of the rightcous ſball be deli» 


 vered. - That the later is performed is pu- 


niſhmene for ſome 'onely to behold, who 
are (beſides their fin) more miſcrable then 
any,: as: being the peeviſh Anthors of their 


own: :tafferings. '» Therack of exvy in their 
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their Ambition cannot Mount them on horſes 
back , while Princes walk on foot. But 
| While we enjoy our innocent deſires, may; 
they long live and wiſh and hope, yet never 
Obtain, until their wiſhes ceaſe to be ma- 


lIignant and fixed upon' the bloody ruines 


of Kings and Kingdomes. Such red lines 
are they deſirous to draw in their Calerders, 
as Holy day marks, that we may juſtly 
thank God who hath ſet his King upon his 
high places, and withal curbeth their viru- 
lent and fierce inclinations, ſo that he hath 
his enemies objects of derifion, yet one en + 
tire motive to compaſiton, 

ABUNDANTLY and moſt deferv. 
edly may we thank "God for this” Sum 
of reercies, A King. From each of God's 
' mercies flow ſo many rivulets, as there are 
perſons to enjoy it, or that 1s hours to'be 
enjoyed ; But this is a Mercy containing 'in- 


numerable 'of the greateſt. The free uſe | 


of zrxe Religion 1s one inexplicably, Whieh 
that each perfon'may apprehend, let. him 


with calm and ſerene thoughts quiet thoſe 


tumultuous' waves within him tofling: his 
affections to and fro at will. Then may he 
with an inquiſitive devotion look1ato.our 
ſacred Mſteries, and return to, himſclfe, 
. +{- - *-* " charmed 


14 Reſkfionrapowparticuler Chap, 
Food the juyce of gall their. Drink, ſeeing 
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charmed out of all crooked prejudice by 
their nobie blandiſhments and pleaſures. 
Adde we to. the ornament of this bleſſing 
the mercy, -of uniteing Peace , which he 
that delireth not, deſerveth to be ſubſers 
vient to:ſhame and miſery, and juſtly me- 
riteth our wiſhes, that his own peace one- 
ly he may ſacrifice to his fury until his 
temper by ſuffering becometh pacificatory. 
The magnanimous Chriſtian, who mindeth 
the general good morethen his own par. 
ticular intereſt, findeth himſelf there ſafeſt, 
where none fear, and maketh his chief A/az-. 
for to be kis Houſe, who taketh pleaſure 
In ſeeing brethren dwell together in unity. 
but this bleſſing without our Kizg was 
not to be hoped for., | Ihe Crown and 
Crown: properties. lit neither commendably 
nor quietly upon any head and ſhoulders 
but the right. Beſides ( for God doth ex- 
traordinarily afliſt thoſe, , to whom. he 


[giveth the ſacred Prerogative) they are too 


weighty to ſit long on any wrong head or 
ſhoulders without a downfal or removal. 


JEither of which happening the fþip. of ſtate 


falleth- inipeices, the compoſure of which 
will never be effected by ſuch croile-byalſ- 
ſed affections as ( at ſuch a time ) common» 


ly approach to the management of the 
| work 
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work. So while many contend for thefſh; 
Maſter ſhip, all is loſt, And in ſuch com], 
bultions, where ſome hope and moſt fear; 
there is onely laughing work for forriegnJjn 
ſpectators. But this evil is removed whettg| 
the right hand holdeth #he ſmord of Juftice;|y 
when he, who onely ought, beareth ſway | 
and juſtly requireth Obedience in all, I 
' WH A T happineſsTIhereſpeak of in outJhi 
enjoyment of him, our Sovereigus titles 
foreſpeak unto us in theſe words; King and n 
defender of the Faith. There needeth no[g 
more commendations of the firſt then are-J{ 
view of the paſt times, which were moſt} 
fad, diſmal and utterly obſcure for want of 
this radiant Lnminary. The Prince of dark | 
eſs then keep his feſtivals, and (prompt-[ 
ed thereto by him) every man did thahly 
which was right in his own eyes, Thecon 
trary goods hoped for and to be effected] y 
by the power of the Regal preſence , may 
juſtly multiply ſuffrages 1n its eleCtion and] x 
eſteem. Accordingly we have known the] { 
joy,” and heard the acclamations of the peoJg 
ple at our Kings return; A voice growlſe 
much louder in twenty years fpace. 'AJ 
Prince wiſely eminent 1s the expreſs image] 
of God" uponearth; - The loſs of ſuch an " 
one therefore could be no lefs then an uv 

happyſ? 
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efhappy dejedtion into Camerian darkneſs, 
LIwhich tyranically uſurped a Soveraignty 
over our benighted fouls. But violence 
4]in the extreames being leaſt durable, the 
glorious beames of Kirgly ſplendour have 
& [vitorioully diſperſed thoſe thick miſts and 
F Jobſcuring vapours; and our languiſhing 

firits are revived by the bright rayes. of 
this (ſo much. longed for) preſence. The 
$ [happineſs to be found under regal govern. 
dIment is amply manifeſted by the events 
OJof the contrary. Our own memory may 
ſerve inſtead of reaſons, Butamong ſome 
itcommendations of it God's own words are 
ff expreſs and highly obſervable, They ſhall 
& ſay, we have no Kng, becauſe ye feared not 
t-the Lords where the cauſe of deprivation 
[/ was the Kingdomes ſit, and 4 Kings — 
| the Nations plague. And as to our ſelves 
dIwe had long been lick of, and deſperately 
I proaning under the miſeries of 2 changed 
dl ard ft1l changing late, but remembring our 
efelves deſervedly puniſhed as privy to our 
»| own 'diſtempers, when ſometimes we llight- 
afed Ged's favours at ſach time as we were 
Afull of them, conveyed to us through this 
Il Golden Conduit 3 we did bear it as we 
in might, but do now mightily rejoyce at | 
, bur recovery. As theretore health 1s —_ 
Mr | > 


108 KefleFions upon particular Chap, Il | 
{o efteemed by thoſe, who have felt theſ 
bitter outrages of a perilous diſeaſe ang. 
have been reſcued out of the very jaws off 
death ; whereas their careleſs thankfulneſ| 
fcarce owneth the Supreaze Preſerver, who 
were never, ſenſible of him as. an angry] 
Corre@ our : {o we may be taught to prize 
Go#T's inefiable bleffing, and to ſer 0 more 
left a worſe thing come unts us then our 0: 
verpaſt miſery. Humble ſupplication pro. 
cureth, and gratitude prolongeth divine 
favours. As long as we know and att 


our felves God will ſmile upon us andf 
reigne over us ty his Ford ,and Vicege- 
rent, 
| TRUE greatneſs 1s alwayes that,which| 
keepeth the road of virtue and goodnelſs| 
They were the prayers of an undoubred and 
bleſied Martyr,a King for a King, rather that] 
he ſhould be good then great ; but. withalſ 
hoping that God had defigned him to bt 

both, that is, King and defender of the tru 
ly ancient and Apoſtollick faith. T hat Guo 
hath madehim the one is to the performance? 
of the other, and that he will alway prove 
both, he-giveth us to hope and believe| ] 
Which 771le. if ſome ( according as thei [ 
ſeveral hamors tranſport them) will not! 
acknowledg due-, for their ſakes gi 1 
] CIICTF: 


| 
| 
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/ 
( 
| 
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5 chiefly 1 rejoyce' to apply it, The wane 
4 of their conceſſion maketh no diminuti- 

on of his honar, That he Labourerh 
4 by example & powerto reſtrain the mad- 
| peſs of diſtempered brains in a general 
7 good, even theirs over whom the pover 
mis exerciſed, would deluſton ſufter them 
oo lee it. But that we have oneto ſayto 
ne] the fools, deal not fooliſhly, and to the wicked, 
lift not np the horw, is an cipecial feljcity , 
4 which God hath oiven rothem, whoare 
deſirovsro-ſerve him i intruth a and upright- 
ch neſs. Whole prayer it conſtantly is, That 
; God would ever give him tothe { hurch ſuch a 
nw fing Fatber, under whom her ( bildrew 
wi nay thrirve and proſper, and devotionbe che. 
bl riſhed and-magnified, that glory moy dwellaw: 


"I our land, and the beauty of our God mightret 


ie] #pon wi Great men by their good examples: 
wi co exceedingly propagate piety, which is 
vel by fo much rendred the- more | illu-. 
al ious, by how much it is admired and 
| practiſed by iluftrious perſons, who are 
iff | to 


as heaven irſelfro rhetenderplanc, 
G OD. in his love to usthrough our 


moſt bleſled Saviour, hath in a great mea« 
fure provided: for our ſouls aud bodies 
He hath: given his Church beauty and or: 


nament, and: we hopethar he will add 
_ Rrength- roo by a King, who'cannot but 


know howto rule his people, for whom 


and with whom he hath been throughly 
tried;he hath learned to chetiſh them be- 
ing himſelf alway cheriſhed inthe bojome 


of the Almighty'to' be returned to us a ſure 


pledge of Gods love; he knoweth howto 
raiethem, who hath manifelted his moz 
deration and powerover himlſelfin ſcorn 
Ing revenge and in ſilence paſſing over( & 
{pd expiatiating )thole numerous injuries 80 


indignities, which -m ighr otherwile have! 
Injured the Nation witn the orand ofper- | 


| perual infamy.. And as wefound in him a, 
| © Nobleacknowledgment that his Subjects 
haye not beenall guilty(bur manyofthem 
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S 


partakers with him of his miſcries ; {o 


| twe reverently adore that admirable temper 


of Majeſty mixed with meekneſs , hands 
bountiouſly open to reward the conſtant, 
and arzes expanſed to embrace the peni- 


| {tent 5 whereas ſowre aſpei?s and reveneful 


hands had been leſs then the merit of thoſe 


"to whom his favour hath been beyond mea- 


ſure extended. Herein he hath truely ma- 
niteſted to the world how fitly the Sceprer 
burtheneth his ſhoulders, how hopeful a 
Governour he may juſtly ſeem 1n his $#b- 
je&s eyes, who could fo eaſily ſway his 
own paſſions, Where Reaſon as Soveraigne 
is enthorned in the heart governing all mens 
tual ſuggeſtions,that nfans ations are drawn 
by the true line of virtue, and keep with- 
in the juſt lines of mediocrity. So did 


his. moſt grations Majeſly moderate his 


courſe being princely and undejected in 
his loweſt condition, humble and full of 
clemency in his exalted, No offers or 
temptations could deduce him from his 


| love, zea] to that Religion and Church, 
| wherein he had been ſo carefully educat- 
| ed. Wemay thence hope that he will in 


gratitute to God Omnipotent, who hath re- 


| {iored him to that, and that to Him, Ja- 


bour tocontinnue a Trofphee or fame, a Mis 
rour 


Tt; Tom upon particular Chap. Tal ( 


rour of perfe&ion, and pray, That God wilſfy 
to uſe the words of his Father of ez jc 
bleſſed memory) ſtill diſpoſe . him to all prinay ! 
ly endowments and employments , whiddl1i 
will moſf gain the lave andintend the webſ | 
fare of thoſe. over whom God hath placed himyl 
and think it his greateſt. title to be calle 
and cheif glory to be the defender of th 
Church both in its true faith and juſt fruishy 
tions, Which that he may be the more 
ſignally, God grant hima long and happy 
life among his ſubjeFs, his ſubje&ts nteardly 
ty ct heart, diy of kind affeFions, and} 
perpetual loyalty, and a'ter, all to both himr 
and them, that which ſarpaſleth- all, Onip , 
ty in Eternity of Bliſs, Amen. h 


T is of thy mercy, O Lord, that we arthi 
z0t conſumed, becauſe thy compalſi ons fail 

not. In the height of our calamities thouſu 
' makeſt a way for us to eſcape, which we ne- 
ver imagined; ſo wonderful art thou in thyÞfe 
doings towards the Children of men. Kt 

And now ſtrengthen , we pray thee, that 
which thou haſt wrought ſor us: Let thine handh 
be upon the man of thy right haud to condud@' 
him out of dangers to the mou ons of fa fe-þ 
gaard, 

Let bim fowriſp among us by a long and 


Joyfut Þ 


ile C Fap-1 mT. T7 Warned by Bir, &c. 113 


!h, Sal Bfe 5 let © Hite win" and receive the 
per egatfons , and judge uprightly amons 
eljbe* ſort t of Men, that his name may indure 
My a Yeneration))' Ef 
H PIer divine peace flourifhi in bis time, with 
my and proſperity in his dayers. | 
" Make us truely to underſiend that thy 
SPoozdence alone Was monderfhi in return- 
df #4 hirz' the benz to us, his viduated mceti- 
refers; "and not 10 nuke fi inful and ſcornful 
Jv 
» 


Morrſes #6 the eloragss of hnmane wiſdom 
Wporldly Chavte," 
dF®Ho wever" if /nlignart Ervy "ill needs 
mPreak out into deteſt able repinings, rather let 
iper grieve, who' acknowledge them not, 
Per weg who now { os thee Thanks Jer thy 
_ mes. NN 
4" bÞr berunfe we tow thwtthe Fooliſh Ball not 
yn 127 thy fight, we will tome into thine 
1 ſe in the multitudes o of thy mercies, and its 
$9 ferr will we" worſl / foward, thy bely 
wewple, © et 
We wil} "EWY Heer obj giveſs deliver- 
"f Pe arito Kink qd -ſteweſs mercy to Fine 
Yoirrtedl: "A 
And row, 0 God, give the people pedce- 
= Pe and loyal Beakre' to behold; conſider and 
peer". o their* paſt” folly 3 neither Jet the 
| of Jothar\'Yy Hothams end"lizht upon 


THY 
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any of us as the reward. of IT 
dinelr. 

Behold, we. | Leſecch 3k 0 God our . ſho] d, 
and. look pon the face of thine Anointed, | 
. Deliver him from the counſel of the widl 
ed, from t. c inſurrefion i the workerdy 
rniquity. % FT: 

Let not. the"; enemy exat #012 bins, "I; d 
the wicked proces to bars. him ; out ſcatta; 
them as the before the wind, conſul 
them as the ebb by thefire, who ſhall o | 
fer to ſend forth injurious .mords or feren” 
forth an gffenſive arme.to diſturb his ped 
and diſcompaſe our joy.. + ..' 

As for all ſuch as have ments turned 
fide to their\crooked wayes., let them. be-1 
 vered with their own confuſion as with a.m þ 
tl: till they be afbamed of their a@ions avanf” 
.pent of them, that. tgp mepeſt forgive a 
receivether... 

Hear tha. our prajers for. bim, and i | 
name, OGodo) of f Jacob, defend him. Co) ' 

Send him help from thy, San@nary. al 
four , Aowr Llelſongs upon hitt From. heat b 
fa.” hrs deſpres and fulfilling his.cd 

el 


Tho hoft prevented bim with the ble: 
of Goodneſs and ſet a crown. of pure gols | a 
on his head; let him thareforg evermore 31 


4+ 


vV 
| 
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Is thee, that through the mercy of the moſt 
'Y ligh he may REDEr. miſcarr y ny 

10, So ſhall thy people eratefull draw nigh to. 
"Flixe holy. Altar, and paythe vowes, which 


* 
_- 


| I ” ſou I; powered bs befbes thee in the day of 
'Y 7 calamity and fear; and the fhalt thor 
, tpleaſed with gs.,. when WES draw neer t0 tbee 
"Þith the 2riltituge, t hal keep Holy-day,.to of. 
jh'e the calves of our lips, and to ſing thy 
viſe with joy fil lips, Amen. "IOAOM 


 j 
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IF Onr Father Which art mn Heaven,@ Go 


The care _ our. King os to he's + 
. of our oreateſt cares. .. Howill thah 
| ſome harve rvaunted of . merit, with 
pretend to harve wrought his r i 
turn? 'T 


AN is naturally a ſachble ct G; 
NE ture, to whom a ſingularity « : 


| happineſs is no way accepta bl 
ho delighteth, as in a well being, ſoinf 
communion of it. To him it is nu leſs 
glory to cauſe then to poſleſs joy. q 
members in the body are kindly diſpolaf 
to each others proſperous ſ\ubſiſtance, b# 6 
cauſe the common is the ſureft goods 
but the laborous parts are more eſpecial 
M4 regardful both of the honour and q 
ence of the Head, becaule of its direaifi 
faculties, wholeſome adminiſtrations and $ 4 


W #6 


premacy. For from the Head, as trom$; 
Fountain, iſſue thoſe vital veins, wherel 


the members (each in its proper Pa 'X 


1. 
Mm 


are enabled to at'and move. So is thel 

no ſafety, for either all or any of the 

when this regal power is diſtucbed at 
wel 


Frop IV: _pught | to be 01 our greateſt car cares 14 ( 7 


threakned, whe ether by. \the frowardneſ; « of 
% members dila agreeing among themſelves, - 
þr their rebe//jon againſt the Head, or if 
;"Iirough their zagratefu! zeglet? it be be- 
Frayed to external violence. Now there 
$, or ought to be, murnal giving and 
a Feetving etween the head and members ; 
Hut yet #he Members more need the Head, 
#hen the Head ihe Members Pk the Members, 
We fi pa art aid to the head, are rather 


fateful than bountiful. "Reaſon addeth 
þSpur to that dutiful ſubſervience, where 
p he more. is. giver the 'more is re-/ 
-Steived, as is the caſe of the” body perform- / 
Tic allegiance to the Head.. Herein the 


{= 


"Members are. beneficial to them ſelves, and 
Sery part whileſt obedient is inſtrumental 
$9 the general, good. So is the whole 
a te of the Body floutiſhir and happy, 
Secauſe the” members ate Coiable diſci- 
' lined., obedient - and loyal. The ſame 
Fe: ſohs of. general | convenience do di- 
Tate to Subjels in SW Realm the ſame 


Wes... 
Þl ph not to” preſttve and Foot 
# In, is dilin enyous Ingratitude, conlider- 
Sz what ſweet ſtreams 'run TEOOBHoys 


Fic whole body of the Kingdone, whe 
P he e Head:ſpring i is 5 undiſtu rbed, he canbe'no 


3” "42 goed 
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good Subje, who ſhall dip his corruptef 
Parts in theſe, waters to the. general at; 
noyance 3 nay, more yer, Who ſhall nd 
with a generous propen ity 'to the corlff 
mon good interpoſe even to His own rum 
when: he apprehendeth. any injtry bffetÞ 
to the Head of Church any, in FEM In Hf 4 
Judgment of;the Royal. Prophet” it was | if 
Abner 2 deſert, of. 00 lefs the” death | 

, and not | 


* @s. + 4. 


A Fog of ſo pernicious ext bg 
gerous conſequence 1 1s the Jeatt ol 

in. a_Subje& : when the Kingdomes Soul'V: 
committed- to ; his* Keepin” and . chargſi* 
The Sub) ec © muſt be the King 5 Ariaonr| f 
bear off blow: from his Greg! body. a 
firſt to be hewen, to ſhivers Hi ſelf, all 4 
the Sword may make go: entry ro th 1 
divine mortality. but rhe6ugh Jy £0 va 
bowels 5 he - muſt be his F094 ,with'f 
bulk of his body. to receive the hors 
contemptuous, her a0 his Att | | 
lery., which..may ,at diſtance wound A 
dilpetſe all chemahigious Crews oft r W: i 
able ——— : he muſt be He way 


- 


ma 
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Wed Servitour to. execnte his Juſt [t pleaſure. 
eppotr | all eſſays, and his Argolick Watch= 
+ wr prying into all ſecrets with a provi- 
ent induſtry for, his good, and Searching, 

"1 Abyſſes of male contented minds , ber 
4 þ ever circumſpe& and waking , leſt 
y of the people while he, ſleep come iz 

« dfrog his Lord the King,: :Neither is 
athis the part of the Pat's Sub; eff more 
4 {hen the greateſt, but of. all in Fees DFOPEL 
Wlaces of eee It was one of Davids . 
WG rthies, who ſuccoured him aud killed 
Jthe Sor of the Giant but his people were 
alall in general careful of him,; protecting 


6 


Jhat he ſhould no more come in danger, 
IF . the, light of Iſrael ſbould. be auenched, 
Mr | ſt "5s exuely a moſt noble care and highly 
Acommendable, which poſlefſeth that $b- 
Mr, Who reſolutely pertormeth this his 
aJouty ; but it 1s nothing more then, what 
ils 
F 


at 
[a 


$ required of all, who are. to lay. toſtake 
x | Jocit lives, liberties, fortunes - and whatſo. 
ver humanity elteemeth dearar precious, 
Brher then' with. a. fainty baſeneſs aban, 
on | the King to prevailing miſerics, Mep, 
42 ſee” the e Kings attairs 10, likelihagd 
FF declination PHY Will ie .put-t0-their 
7 | NG EVETY, Man to beax his. propor» 
hfu0n and” part, are a degree worſe then 
Mp. I 4 thoſe , 
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thoſe, who mangle and weaken the bears 
ers ho ping for a booty inthe general ruin, 
For profeſſed: enemies may by a prudent 
prevention be ſtopt in the COON their 
deſperate deſi#ns, and the e gc of. their 
weapons turned upon . themſelves ; but 
thoſe mens cold reſolutions bring the King 
by expettation lower: than could the 09 
thers combinations, they diſhearten the 
well affected, and (beſides the baſe ends 
upon which they are intent) they do in 
effect but with their own backs levigates 
road for armed fury to march on. the more 
ſpeeCily, asifthey feared deſtruftion would 
come too late. I cannot but call himthe 
worſt of rebels, who pretended. readineſs 
at all times, yet when his Zord calleth hit 
in time of neceſſity, or when neceflity be: 
ſpeaketh him in his Lords behalf, inſtead 
proceſſion maketh an infamous retreat. | 
is true, that Rebel/ion 7s as witchcraft, anc 
therefore Rebels a turſed generation-but cur 
ye Meros (ſaid the Angel ) curſe ye bitterly the 
inhabit ants thereof, becauſe rl y_ came not 7 
the help of the Eord, to the' help of the Lord al" 
ainſt the mighty 3 thereis a aggravation I 
: itterneſs''to them whoTamne tot to. help, F 
þ When God owneth the” 'taufe (as hedoth], 
E the Kings, Who,” is his"Angpted), ci ql 
>1R -o 11&7 , 
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| Chap, IV: ought #0 be onr greateſt cares 11T. 
ſeurled policy to fave alland loſe. ones: 
ſelf, to. ſuffer. the wrack .of honour and! 
\ | forfeit the, glorious birth. right of att eters 
ir | 241 Crown for a meſs of fJabbered vani-' 
ir | les. Religion, teacheth us to Love: our: 
it | #*78->howr as our ſelf, and in that reſpe& 
g (fo defend to the utmoſt of our power ally 
Y- who ſtand,in need of qur help; as.in anr 
61 own neceſfity, we would willingly be'res 
4s | ſcived : Our Oaths of Allegiance and Sus 
nf *22cy. hold usto a defenſive and offenſive 
a 


» 


a 12edience ;, a bond which no reaſon or con= 
re | {deration (as I conceive ) may perſwade 
djvs to juggle with .or .calt off 'a 'Knot, 
be | Which neither. conyeniences of Hope or:fear 
[can ſafely. or juſtly. unty,.. If convenien« 
ms of Hope might give. a. Bul/ of diſpens 
& ffation to an unwarrantable aCtion (as is 
f{ certainly the breach -of an Oath) what da- 
J ring #zalefafour might not exult and en+ 
dj jarge himſelf into, brags :of his: boldeft 
k| perpetrations.. Indeed Chriſtianity were 
ze then come to the fatal period of its time, 
ty and all manner of Law. and. Moralequity- 


[y] uſt in mourning attend it to the grave, - 
7 ookIng for their. own ſuddain overthrow 


”, 


] 

aud next. turn of ſepulture. But reward 
th] propoſed. for breach, of. Logalty is a devihſh 
;-a[(Emptarion ,, ta. the charms whereof: no 


o 
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true Chriſtian Subjet? will lend an ear; 
but contrariwiſe he ſticketh tb his Prince 
with cloſer Gy and greater reſoly- 
tion the more. preftingly this infinuating 


and painted ſnare offereth it felf.* Asnot 


the moſt promiſing hope, ſo' not the moſt 
crabbed terrowy can work any thing, where 


the weight of an Oath and the acceps | 


table Laggetions of conſcience mind the Diſe 
ciple of chriſt of his 'duty, and an- anſwer. 


ſay, 


——=Phalarjs licet imperet ut ſos. 

Falſas, & admoto diffet perjuria Tauro. _ 
Summnun crede nefas animam preferre pudort, 
_ Ef Propter vitam vivend: perdere cauſar. | 
Tn Engliſh (with the Readers favor) thus 
Let Phalaris command the falſity. 

And diate perjuries with's Bull faſt by. 
Think what a prize life's ſaved with honout 
-ftain'd. Ra 
And donot loſe lifes comfort for life gain'd. 


—BU T a Chriſtian hath reſpett to more 
than his preſent honour, as knowiug the 


-dues of unfeigned '0beditnce 'to be ims | 


mortal, When his Prince is "His grand 


þ 7s 
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able recompence. . The Heathen could 
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tou bit rad care for God's fake and love; 
he aſſureth himſelf of no Tefs recompetice 
og God himſelf. The King is under 


God Religions great Guardian, ' in "whoſe 
'face how do we read lines of care for'us ? 


Let aſtoniſhed and Watchful thoughts ac- 
companied with prayers (which uſe'to 


pr ocure Angel Giards) be ever eniployed 
x 


r his conceths, that he may” receive the 


fruit of his labonrs, our piovis and affi-. 
ſtant cares returned for his perplexitits. 
We by our Chriſtian ſedulity mitigate 


the  harſhneſs 'of ' his cares, *who is mbſt. 
perplexed for thoſe; who 'neithet regard 
God's glory nor their own*Yood, wht 


will not be obedient leſt the Gould: be 


too tuo! happy. *'We ſhonld'all amend; 
we = may be eaſed. Andtruely if webe 
careful to our ſelves, we ſhall not Be 
wanting to him, we ſhall Iiphten! both 


his cares ' and Gr own, If 'we account 


his enemies Ours, the cafe. 1s divided: "he 
bearerh' but apart and we but part: al 


though each" ortte'bearerhival®tOut of atib- 


ble affeQion to His 4ndthe- genera] 'wel- 


fares and at Jaſt the ſucceſs is good ahd 
cettain, there being in all a tEligious ur 
; anithity. This care proceeding: Roi Ipe 
; becometh earneſt in its Jabours, fpeetyth 


the 
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Its {crvices, conſtant in its reſolutions, and 
valiant in its executions. It will not per- 
mit us to ſecure our ſelves. firſt and ſerve 
the Kirg afterwards, nor to break off our. 
ſervices in the midſt by abrupt counſels , 


but with a deliberate judgement to ſerve. 


him in ſeaſon, that we reap the harveſt 


of his approbation, and joy in his ſmiles, 
There is an abſolute grarriage between 
the King and his SubjeFs, whereby there 


are interchangeably given aſſurance of. 


Faithfal adherence to each other in adver> 
Pty. as well ,as proſperity ; he cannot atall 
leave, they cannot, unleſs lewdly and im- 
plouſly, ſorſake him, Let our endeavours 
therefore be ſtrong and ſerious, accompa- 
nied with prayer to God, .that he would 
cheriſh him kis. boſome ,. that ( according 
to his promiſe to the King) through the 
mercy of the molt high be may not miſcarry, 
that he may. have in all abundance of 
ſincere Love, although little cauſe to put 


It to tria), and this throygh the merits of 


Holy Jeſus, our moſt bleſſed, Saviour. _-. 
, ET, : ini ha, = our ſelves ſiri&- 
iy obliged by God's Lawes and common 
gratitude to ſee. the Kings . welfare both 
by us. and from us. Now TI come to con- 
der whether a Subjeft be any way capadſe 
. O 
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of being accounted meritorious according 
to the common vaunt. wher he hath done 
the ' utmoſt he can for 'the heightning: his 
Majeſties proſperity. *' Obedience to his 
call and command is a duty towards God 
more than-'man. This obedience is do- 
ing that, wbich + right in'the fight of the 
Lord,. (according \ to the' Seriptare phraſe ) 
and not_in- the {ſight of 'man alone, ' Tt 
hath :God tor the fprime wyotive and ulti- 
mate-Hope, If therefore there be any, who 
vaunt of a theritorious /ſervicein any em- 
ployment of this high nature; they befool 
themſelves otit of the reward' and ' com- 
mendations. of Obedience, for as much*as 
they manifeſt that they haveinot-yet learn- 
ed to be obedient. And ſome there'are, 
who ſpeak Joudly of theirbeing inſtrumen- 
tal-*to 'the' reducement- of: our Soverazer, 
whom themſelves had formerly forced''to 
wander 4s a bird from her neft. And tlicle 
#re_a ſort'of men ſeemingly very' religi- 
ous,- but we- may judge of rhem, whom 
the 'Pſalmrift- had long before deſcribed 
from their * waking a dogged © noiſe about 
the City, and grudging that they are not 
ſatisfied, Theſe are abortive Children 
of: the' Charch having” the* form of godli= 
neſs but not the power. Theſe witha mers 
bd | cenary 
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cenary OS expe areward for their, 
ſervice, and/this'the-fairelt, and beſt jewel 
In: their Maſters Cabinet, If they had come 
with that Begjawznite, who! had, curſed the Þ 
King, to meet him upon his return with | 
re:cognitians of. ſorrow , if they had, put [| - 
the "halter: about theip necks, confeſling |. 
their former. merit, they. had. done ſomer | 
thing like Sibjefts, much like like canverts'| 
and. penitents, meet to be forgiven and |. 
embraced 3. but then onely when unlawful | 
prattifes could. not bring about their foul |} 
- Hefigns to; came .and meet: him (the in; |; 
{ixyuments- of -whoſe long calamnities. had | 
been forged. by them and, hammered upan |. 
their anyil.) giveth them an evident mark | 
of -natorious inſolence. ,. I: .am. ready tg |. 
| 
| 
: 


judge with #he  wiſeſt off Kings, that;, tbe 
the Sacrifice of the wicked 3s. an abomination; 
but. how minch more whew he bringeth' it 
with a wicked heart ? They, who had owe. 
time. torn An peices thoſe robes, were at | 
length ſet ont in Loyelty's drel(s, that what | 
they, had failed of by. diſtoyalty, by the 
Tfucus of Loyal Wh .they mightatlaſt obtain. |. 
: HO WK VER theſe men would be |. 
taken for Religious, they. have high» 
ly abuſed. and. worne- bare, their plea ; fo 
that bs it pride and hypacriſie break 
ort 
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F; | forth andibecome apparent. For thereils | 
L Þneither, hnevility in ſubje@#s giving Jaws to 

2. | their Kang, nor religion in perſwadelnghim 

; contrary +to his well grounded jadgarents 
4 
\o 
j 


and the received Prixciples of trath. Here» 
in they-alſo. indiſcreetly.thwart themſelves, 
| who, while they-wauld-not have violence 
bftered, to..their confciexces,, are violent 
even without arguments and.-againſt reaſon 
in obtruding. a .relzgion upon him.: Their 
perſwaſtons would be other, and they more 
PD hmiflively meek if they. truly conſidered 
what calavutics their.contentions: for Rel#- 
gion ' involved .both Xing and Kingdowie in; 
neicher can. any underſtanding head give 
| it ſelf the: hopes-of aty; better fruits from | 
any Heligian\ which ſubjeceth the. Kg to 
the:Churcbes. cexfares.\ Cextainly.true Aelz- 
: | gioz commandeth us all: :ſubjection and in 
| themoſt exait:-manner to. Honour the King;to 
depreſs our ſelves, and onr: beſt aRions to 
cover With ſlence, whereby they are en- 
riched - and made acceptable to God. ' He 
looketh'-upon our ſrplicity in the firlf 
place, and knoweth what 1s done for: his 
fake and hangur without' our vain .glort» 
ous proclamations. It: was ſurely vilany 7 
and not any thing to be drawn into <ex* + 
ample, the att of the (ouldien.who ſpit-in the 
_ face 
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d 
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= of . The care of or Kng' "hart Fa 4 
face? off him, whom he: had before ſalat ef 


ar King. or if there:be in ſubje&s ani "mp d 
gotten power, they-ſhould ( moon: FO 


hor-that paterne and. copy 'of 'hitn?,' whe 
faid to his. Prince, AU this will T give thee 


if thow wilt fall' down and worſhip tne. Mey w 
of :true piety. uſe-not to boaſt' of their pul Ic 


ling:dowr and: ſetting up Kizgs 5 nor will 


being eminent>in his Church. Tam ver 
Joath (eſpecially-in theſe times) to bring 


they-ufurp God's power under pretenſe 6 of | 


But lam-much:more loath, that that Nut , 


ſhould be aſperſed bythe praCtices of thoſe | 


wha bear'it, whilethey recedefrom prin 


2z0e: purity entangling. themſelves in "the 
rentes of thoſe,cagainſt whom they declaimj! 


f 


an'invective againſt my fellow ſervants, and þ. 
thoſe ' claiming; the name of Proveſeant ul 0 


i 


it 


Fl 


as tf their intentions were to' return” ta 
Rome, althoughtheir face is asif they would 
gD to) Jeruſalee,'' I know both how muchÞ® 
diſplealing it 1s to. rehearfals, 'and what 
ccnſures he: mutt undergo, who layeth or 
pen to publick-view errors, which the un-FÞ# 
fortunate: A#thour would have concealed. 


Bur' the difpleaſure and blame will be in»Þ4 


Juriouſly placed. upon him, who really aim-P! 


<th at-what others onely pretend to , tbeÞl 
ory of God avdthe _ good, And: if the Þ 
ne” 
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7 ity of the; times. did not open the lips 
mþf men of the moſt known-modeſty, by:theſe 
thinds of diſcourſes, informing me of the juſt« 
of e.of theſe complaints, might peradventure 
hiſpect my (elf either guilty; of a miſappli- 
i ha ion, Qr at leaſtjtqo fevere'in my indica- 
$00. In truth 1 heartily wiſh; there were 
1&l; eforſucha ſyſpition,/ and that the pub. 
f ip knowJedge would not-bear me the wit» 
x of innoceney. . Atriumph over mine 
Iwo crrours would adminiſter unto meam. 
1Þle contentment , and in. this caſe 'the 
J Pp of | the. publick welfare 'would over» 
Sihelme my ſorrow 5 feeing wy-(elf, and/not 
elem miltaken,;. --. 
L B UT. the. felicity i is too. great to be ob- 
$#9ed. Could: we ſee them begin to keep 
1 thin the preſcript reles of modeſty we 
Þvight from thoſe ſparks blow up and kindle 
{Þbr - hopes. But their both words and 
Keds, declaring their own ſhame,encreaſeth 
Þ ur ſorrow, They ſpeak themſelves ſome- 
Jines' great friends, whom we know. to be 
Feconciled enemies, ( and 'would to God 
- Fey were reconciled infincerity or were of 
Þreconcilable nature) of whom all cauti- 
- Prary adviſes bid men beware, In the 
F pit of thoſe benefits, which ſhould {trong- 
y.binde the knot of reconcilement, they 
K are 
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hre. molt. apy to 'ſhew- their” diflimulariog F 
being never tore: mngratefallv. Cangetoi Oi , Þ 
then | under: accumulations! of kindnefiight 
All 'that ever hath been grajited,. hattibel 
debt and. merit; and their demands do eli 
mouroufly. our: reach 'all:bonaty. If 4 
Thould fupp6ſe-rheir deſerts great, yet wi 
find; it anufuakadmonition of one to ari , þ 
ther, that if :anh” perform aw'act of coultÞ 
16he to his prdinary friead;-he may not | 
ſtretch the: s&in of his eyebrows in a br 
vado, neither makehis totipue'; an in s K 
ment of vanity,'the trumpet to: ſound ail 
publifh whar/ hehath done'4- but chaed 1, 
lay his hand upon his mouth; that wy 
Ment, and then his deeds will praiſe hin 
whereas a benefit accompanied with inl 
lence 1s an odtous evil. ' This is the ralt 
between privare friends, 'But the hight 
any man act, atid/ the greater the perils 
for whom he a&terh,the more doth reafor _ al 
vife him. to ſtifle words ; 'and ifnone: x 
upbraid a benefit to a friend; much lefs ri 
hermake (his duty ) obedience'to his Prone 
an occaſion 'of boaſting, It is every ttt . 
bounden duty; none can withour fin a8 
vengeance neglett it.. And therefore'e 
ry good Chriſtian ſubjeft hath his actiol 
{prouttng up to as for his only-B 
log 
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4% carer not. "wheel I 7 / blaſts 6 
, 1 "a nmendation publiſh It; xp { theſe 'ard 
ws 0 \ſoin love with: Yzrtue;” W o have aimed 
6 Wy iſe from-contrary aCtions both a apdigft 
nd: or the ſame Canfes wo haveſ 200 thae. 
q | fince rhe (Feftauration' and. dayly'Y. 
1 '- {thera equally loud. and -vaunting'ot 
differing 1ervices.” But ſpeak; they (me? | 

d bilo Joi? : they: bave'no Echo: ot praiſe 
furning from eicherthe reverberating hills 

; alarmed valleys; men both 'of high/and. 
{{-condicion:feting them ready ro! burft 
« j;covious.and ambitious thoughts, wilt 
gEn-addany breach» to endanger the crack 
1:00 bob ia RinkidiiBladders 1 he:-boldnefs 
dv | the fe 'men isſxange and demandeth. ouy. 
Ib: pity aid prayers.” Poor forlf1'God give 
ater! repent aureiund ( what they erroneouly 
wb) :rue happaneſhund Joy:\" 250 779. 
Wy Fr WHESE: ine my: worſt orltwithebfor thels | 
Siwhom Ihave bad this difeoutſe, 'that be- 
$ cepentant and painefulifgeod by their 
Wnce and integvity of thegrt 'they. may 
i n bleflingtorh ſelves, Neithes(although 
| pxe.cncircled fome within-a/lift of accu-. 
ns) am-Lignorant 2thd8 diverſe:ofthis | 

ty:C \whiohbteave” ' both 

1 all plea! 66 nietit: and/givetelfims- 
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ny to the world. of ſorrow. for their formy r 
countenancing harſh and-illegal-prationlls 


To theſe (if I may eſcape'the envy) I wod 

become admonitory , that ſeeing they. all 
moſt powerfally periwade men .of thai 
own judgment' (except in this of compu; 
@ion) both to forbear and lament their confi 
tempt of Prirces, and proſtituting their pill; 
cious ſouls to'the luſt of pride, they way 

endeavour'that reformation: among thai 
ſelves, which they landably defire in & 
They ſbould be' adviſed -and acquaint 
that ſome good ations, but.thoſe defomii 
ed in the produftion for: want of a- gut 
intention, and:-every day -heſpotted-willh 
vauntes 'and brags, are infafficient to winh, 
off many, yery unjuſt ones, and moſt nal; 
rioully haynous,: There:tsnothing but 
 pentant tears falling' down, which 
ereCta debaſed ſinner,and\make a way foul 
aſcent and eftape from the calamities,whitl, 
by: his fins; have circumvented, 'and are 
dy to devour::hims: Thiele are filent: a: 
humble ; they; are neither» ſeen nor- heal 
by men, \but; : ſpeak land to: 'G od, wW 10 b 
the penitent-entreateth-to_ hear the vat 
of his tears.:', Theſe we-allneed, theſe 
the quicknening and. cordials of the: 
mans ſoul,” mach more; of him, who-wilf, 
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, ie Prodigal Sone cometh toi his F at her atih 
Sg his knees-confeſling them doth implictts 
F*beg pardon: for his paſt. delinquences. 
"hey, who have been moſt plentiful -in;. 
ec ſhould ſhew their (weetneſs and et- 
Racy to ſuch as have eyes too dry, and. 
Mile out their finfo] days.:: They who 
ye been moſt neerly touched at the 
with the ſharpneſs of their guilt, and 
we removed the anguiſh by theſe Me+ 
inal drops, may moſt properly per» 
Made, becauſe to them the' remedy hath 
"Foved experimentally ure. 
F8UT wbo can tell how oft he offendeth? ' 
Wwe have all, committed, if not the 
Me , yet multitudes of tranſgreſſions, 
= us then ſhed for our ſelves tears of 
FImpunCtion, for others tears of compatiii- 
T8; It is a work worthy the Diſciples of 
P3/Z as often to weep for themſelves, lo _ 
th tears to water the barrenneſs ! of 
Wer hearts , 'as know not the (curfe_ 
which they are condemned, and-(if 
3994 1o' pleaſe ) thereby to make them 
Sptul to repentance not to be repented gf, 
"_t forrow, which is the ailured Pageto 
city, Amen, © | 
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Eturn, 0: Lord, unto. the many 4h] # | 
ſands of thine Iſrael], thou oy; 
yi thy ſtrength; return we pray thee inf 
haut mercy upon thy people, - : | El | 
' Preſerve the Head and: niembers of thi 
Realm, even all the people of the land fr 
the highe(# to. the loweſt, and wnite 1/5/j 
Chriſt Jeſus. © ] 
Diftra@Fions have crept. in among w 
that by the pretenſive honoxr of thy 14m | 
thy worſhip is made even the reproely [ 
the multitude. 1 
It is time for thee, O Lord, to vor 
for they have by the wame of religh 
made void thy Law, that high Injun 
Fear God and honour the King, ; 
Lord, how long ſhall the wicked, 
long ſha the wicked triumph ? Low In 4 
ſhall they utter hard things, and the wih* 
workers " iniquity boaſt themſeloes ? 36 
Should not all, who name thy name dejul fi 
from iniquity? get tbere is a ſort of menr:,in whih” 
"r1onth thou art mear but far from their heal» 
0 God, the God of thy people and thife: 
portion for ever, we pray that ell, whi Ti 


called by thy name may have no aimh Fr 
thy ſole honour ;" neither ſu fer thou WW im 


religion to be in our moitths to cover the th 
ceitfulneſs of our hearts, running after th 
 ffrange God. Y 


— who ” 
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ooh If any of us ſhould be willing to believe.” 
4 if we ſbould' have any reaſon to think we - 
bn Led deſerved more then ordinary, yet let the 
i | lupr9f truth overcome this reaſon, affuring- 
that. we can never 'o'mrore then arty 
Jrequireth for God,, our King and conntrey.” 
But as 'we hope ( by - thy eſpecial grace” 
Meortrng '#s..) we ſhall never do a good 
work fo a bad end; ſo not attempt topull 
down: thy Church by Jonfoveniog any HOOP 
? 1” our Allegiance. 

But it was thou (not man) who tide 


I's eſtabliſhment. Rebuke therefore thoſe 
{* tumultuous Zealots, who being enemits to 
: Chriſtian felicity; while they pretend to di-' 
peace , have no other mcthdd for it than 
nl ty making war npon his ard their own Souls. 
lh Let not ' the rebellious Children  exalt 
XK Gencſetwes, zeither their * devices proſpes 
ql for they have imagined evil againſt thee. - 

pl ' When they ſpeak, great fwelling- word! of 
FW | vanity fill ther faces with ſhame and confuſt- 
"te And their months with the  ſinit off Grind 
own lips. 


J " 7 Tef rather Gf it be thy will ) let why 


$ that” knowing \#he e&rrours of their "lives 
Nut may hereafter Fake Pnguns in ſnreere 
K 4 | Obe, 


t' thine Anointedupon high for thy Churck-' 


Kavoris overtake them then thy judgements, 


» 
S 
*% 
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and Earth, not to. our ſelves be. the praiſe of 
Po thou, whoſe countenance doth uphold 
therein ſerved thee, diſdaining the petty tris 


pence but thy favour, which indeed exceedeth 
all, that we can deſire. OT 

0. that our ways were made ſo dired, that 
we might keep thy lowes for thy ſake , and 

ve thee beeauſe by thy mercies in thy beſ 
Beloved thou leadeft us to good ations; ſtirs 
ring up in us a burning zeal to the immortal 
honour of thy mnſt ſublime and infinite Ma 

DEA _ 


can we deſire 0n Earth without thee £ O how 
; wonderfully bleſſed are they, whoſe light and 
E* defence thou .art , firſt guiding them ti 
; good., and afterwards fortifying them as 


| Lain 


ReStauration given, but to thy glorious Name; | 
the upright, rejoyce the hearts of ſuch as haws [| 


amphs of vain glory and ſeeking 'of no recoms | 


Whom have we in Heaven but thee ? What 
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gainſt the ftrong temptations of ſelf- adi» 


ation. 5 


1'We are they beſt when leaſt our ſelves, then 
flrongeſt when deſparing of helpin our ſelves, 
we put all our confidence in t#hy-eond: r works 
ing arm, and having our deſires fulfilled, do 
ſubmiſſtvely and faithfully acknowledge thee, 
the good Anthor of ſucceſs, -- | 

Thine is the Kingdome, the Power and 
the Glory. To thee therefore alone we re- 
comment the tuition of him, whom thou haſt 
giver to be a Prince and a Ruler over. ws, 
Remove ſom him as lying lips, (0 the deteit- 
full tongue, and alſo far ont of his ſight the ſin-. 
ner that goeth two wajes. SS 

Let his right hand” find out, breah in 
peices and ſcatter all theſe, who hate 
bim, let his enemies lick tbe duſt before 

Give him knowledge to Cruſh out the ma- 
lignant humors, which m ſome are pre> 
dominant 10 their ruin, Let the humour: 
be diſpelſed, but the men preſerved, that" all 
vis people may be of one mind endeauouring 
fo. keep the nnity of the Spirit in the bond 
of peace. WEE | | 
' 4dorn ws, who profeſs a Faith in thee 
outwardly with the fair ſiuits of good works 
and beantifie cur Souls (45 meet for thine 
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approbation and love) with reality of pious, 
intentions. | wt 

Then will our obedience pleaſe thee as the 
beſt of offerings ; then wilt thou be our glory, 
_and the lifter up of our Head for ever. Amen, 


Onur Father.which art in'Heaven,& c, 
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| breath of their own commendations blaſt 


 weabhor the touch of the ſame ſtring twice 


 erable, . WhetPwe roar for very diſquiet- -:- 
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.: CHAP. V, Ra 
Of the different murmurings 'of all Par- 


Hes; 


T is not {ſo much to be. admired, ithat 


men, ever looked upon as high mind- 
ded and -.inſincere, ſhould by the ill 


and raiſe a ſcab- uponthe graceful counte= 
nance of a good deed, as that amid ſach 
variety of Bleflings as God hath, by his Ma- 
jeſties happy return, ſhoured down upon 
this whole nation, the ſhrill voyces of 
complainers have _ do drown the molt 
acceptable acclamations of - thankfulneſs. 
Being full of the cceleſtial - Z/arna, we 'be- 
come wanton, and will not want words to 
reproach the Gzver. Evety condition 1s 
fairer and more contenting then the preſent 
ſo. much doour thoughts run diviſion, and 


together. We defire, yet: fruſtrate our ſelves 
of the enjoyment of our deſires obtained by 
giving nouriſhment to new: delires. We 
droop nnder one want, which is ſcarce re- ] 
moved, but weþbeg others and more intol- =»: 


neſs 
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' neſ3 of heart being born down by ſome 
weighty calamity, it commonly happeneth, 
' that deliverance was never ſo acceptable,, 
that we were never ſo weary of the burthen, 
as we quickly become weary of eaſe, The 
man in the Goſpel, who had theDevil caſt out, 
and the poſletſion of his own home wholly 
to -himſelf, could nor in his heart enjoy 
a colitary blefling, nor retain a profitable 
gueſt ; but after ſweeping and garniſhing 
his houſe readmitteth his plague, and with 
him ſevex more worfe than himſelf. That 
which of a place of miſery had begun to be 
a Paradiſe, how foon doth he convert it into 
areal He/? what greater miſery than to be 
itil] jerked with our reſtleſs fancy, and toſ- 
{ed by our own fluQuating wil What more 
deſpicable infatuation then to permit our 
ſelves to a continuf1 labour in queſt of 
that, which having we utterly diſown ? 
God noſ{ooner in his wiſdome for our good 
dimimſheth our ſtore, but we preſumprn- 
out]y add to our fins either illegal practiſes 
+0 encreaſe it,or diltruſttul complaints,more 
(perhaps) for fear of a future, then indeed ' 
becauſe of any prefent neceflity: On the 0- 
ther-fide, when our low condition moveth 
him to pity, he no ſooger ripeneth our 
imal! hop:s into a ſpeedy harvelt, _ we ' 
DE ault 
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fault both 'the manner and matter ofhisilt- 
| berality. Bur the chearfiil man alway feaſt. 
ing himſelf with his blefling of content ,' is 
aSWary as he'is happy, Have he' more or 
leſs of either proſperity or adverſity , he 
bleſſeth-- God above all and for all, and 
blameth none 'but himfelf, - It 1s truly a 
wretched life, which we' paſs in this world. 
But. whence have the miferies thereof their 


ed and upbraided with the plenty of 
paſt 


And then cheifly when there.isno want.of 
any -of theſe, but: an exceſhive variety, 
when moreoyer: we are upon the. confines 


( /as it were one. foot entered into the poſ- 
 {{flion) of our Canaan, thenoiſe of « Lion. 


. 


in the way, and the height of the ſons of Anak, 


” © 


make us delireareturn into Egypt to engage 


our ſelves in. {lavery,” no more. $4@ expett a 
| ranſome.. New if ; we do but} conſider 
in, what an unneceſtary;tronble we involve. 


our ſelves, whey our. licentious delires go 
roving. up and. down not attending the di> 


vine.pleaſure,, nor, liking the method of his | 
diſpoſals; bow wgiſtill ſeek and.either find. 


* 


how. our inſufficient - fancy; worrieth 


baiteth. it ſelf,, and. all we-do--or ſay. tend» 


ethin tito confirmation but ruin-.of body 


} 


and;foul, we {hould.contentedly;; fix our 
ſole hope in him,.who lovethus better then 


do we our ſelves.. There is noevil befal- 


lethhim, whois contented; no good, him, 


who is diſcontented with. any ithing| but 


himſelf, eſpecially him, whole diſcontents. 
no. good (although. in accumulations )[i-' 


lenceth or calmeth. What miſchievous in- 


conveniences doth man \ufier in RO | 
| when 
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paſt. dayes under other governments. {- 


nor, or find to.no! purpoſe, by: xealon we , 
{till antiquate the: laſt invention or hopes 


£ . 
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. | when he doth'not: corretiand deaden'the 
" | bitter paſſions of his heart which the ſweet- 
ning relliſhes of the ſaving frait'of zhe tree 
of life ! What a difdainfut'thing is it! for 'a 
Begger to refuſe his almes,/ and expe tobe 
a chooſer, tobe his own. carver,” wher' 'at 
the laſt (poor fool!) ſeeing a latge table 
_ | farniſhed with-imnch variety;'he knoweth 
| not what choice -to inake,! what delicates 
to prefer 21t is far more grievous and as 
bominable/to xtample upon" Gods munify- 
cence, beeaule! when! he'hath/royally-and 
abundantly given; he doth yot humour us 
with a Pleaſe go#r ſelves. ' Thoſe are moſt 
barren ſouls, whoſe loniging 'the cocleſtial 
bourty cantiot datishie, which arenot more 
pacified with-plenty then ſcarcity, but ra- 
ther ſharpened andencreafed. This evil is the 
curſe, & fortune of the wretchedly felfplea- 
fig murmurer. Heis even his own eurfe;and 
through himſelf alone perpetually reſtleſs. 
' HOW do F here find''my felf obliged 
to'-pity thoſe, whom T cannot bur centiire 
and condemne? Pity Inceds muſt the wealez 
neſFof thofe men,who(asit were artificially) 
contrive their own downfal + whereas b 
being an happineſs to "themſelves ,- they 
would be acceſtory to the building up of. 
other mens joyes. The world, which we 

com- 


eee att. et, 


remuo egn OD. anne ee 


commonly: (and; not injuriouſly ) term a 
vale-of rhiſery;,:13s{ſo moretruely from the; 
evil we do[thanthe:evil which we ſuffer 
in it;; the evil we; ſuffer being_the' conſe; 
quence of what: we do. It is not ſtrange 


that ſorrow _ſpront up round about. him , 
who, hath . thei very root: of, perverſeneſs 
ſpreading itſelf within him..' Such. is hey 
who. when he: ſhould make+this- heart the. 
nurſery of vittye,;:ſutfereth the Father of 


diſcord toiplant their jealouſics,and diſcon- 


tents, which {bring forth}; ſundary vices, | 
How gloriondly bright did-that day of Gods. 
tation; appear, -When he reg 


, 


favourable! viſitation 7 
duced- (after he was . pleaſed: ' to: throw 


dawn the ficitions reſſemblances of High 
eſs, which-.in ſabjeqs-we.icould not bear) 


trne 24ajeſty.to fit.upon the Throxe, and ſway 
the Scepter 'of this Brittifh 1ſe?, How. relis 
jouſly, and; feryently did: we. for a. time 


em! to joy.;in;that goodneſs, which-ſq 
miraculouſly -conjoyned the ſeparated Head 
and divulſed Members ? But how long? 


The ſplendour ,of that day continueth nay 


acreaſeth , yet ſome think it to be now. 


in its ſetting, becauſe they malitioutly cloſe 
their eyes, and: what they will not ſee, 


cannot behold. The cauſes of this joy 


the;ficſt fundamental Goodneſs conſerveth; 
oreat 
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great is their blindneſs, who are uncapable 
of it , greater their wickedneſs, who by . 
» [denial of it, would obſtruct it, If :it. 
* [hath its full influences, why do ſo many 
s [ſcatter abroad doubtful ramours and fe- 
* [ditious complaints? If 1t. doth not conti- 
pue, how doth the Cauſe abide and mul- 
titudes of ſober men deceive themſelves 
I with the contentments of the Effects 2? . The 
fulneſs of our joy was. want tobe exprel- 
Id in- this, The King is reftored, and long 
may he live. Was this joy too violent to 
laſt long, and we, through long abſtinence 
and defire, apt to catch a ſurfeit of ſo great 
7 pleaſure? This could not be, For there ' 
Is nothing, wherein God truly 1s, which 1s 
{urfeiting, or that can be immoderately en- 
joyed. Therefore the. reaſon of this great 
| diſtemper muſt needs be, that the general 
? | Sg was intermixed with paiticular 

opes, which either would not endure 
time, or were diſcouraged from proceed- 
Ing, or are yet erefed, and by this means 
| prepare for innovation, 


Vox aiverſa ſonat.populorit eſt vox tamen una; 

Their complaints are different,but arene- 
verthe!eſs complaints,and ſpeak the Anthors' 

I] governed afteftions. Thoughall are not - 

| - 2 _ alike 
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alice oftentive, yer none of tnem are mncefter;| of 
ſive, none innocent, They are all ſowre] os 
; rehearſals of thar garbidye of diſcontent, th 
| which theyhave enadviſedly ſwallowed, | 


OF the firſt there are twoſorts ; the one j 
js diſpleaſed that he receiveth too little, the th 
other that he payeth too much. | db 
''1. HE hath indeed the moſt foreible{Þ 
arguments of any to plead his excuſe, if]& 
his tongue hath ſtrayed ſomewhat out of pf 
the way, who btingeth Neceffity ro ſpeak it 
for hin; who hath adventured far, hazard fc 
ed his life, made a voluntary and free ex» 
pence of his blood, ſuffered ruin of eſtate, |M 
bear reproaches, impriſonments, ſequeſtra: | 
tion, (of the, remainder, if any 'thing were A 
icit of a broken fortune) hunger, raked-£f 
nefs, 'and even utmoſt of calamities ; that" 
could willingly haye Jain inthe grave bits b 


— — 
—— 


ten and. gnawed by thoſe fonl' and 1nſatis 
ble vermins', which ſurroundec him, ſq 
long as thele miſeries were common; and 
now *oncly defireth to be revived by 
his Lords refartection. But neceflity 1s 
no excule; for no man 1s neccſlitatcd to 
evil. Let not. ( fay ) their words pierce 
his ſacred heart, whom he loveth as his life, 
nor let the Heroich exceRencies of paſt dayes 
be ſummed up aud diſparaged by this ing 
Y Howes TEAS a4 & 8 wo « f ot_S, # Ng 4g» 0 
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of « cauſeleſs diſguſt... We way gonlider qur 


| own condition, and, ſo judge, of his. | Als 


though ſome men have. ſcarce ſa much as a 
g1ll ro do; what. they can, fas thoſe, who 
i well deſerved of them,.; yet on the 0, 
her ſide others are intangled_ with. iofir- 
nity, and cannot. ſtretchy. out; their hafids 
Þ far as . their good will, reactieth, And 
kings are but men., who have, the wings 
of rheir power. many times .ſo._clipr, th 

It cannot ſoare:ſo high.nor extend 1t {cif 
ſo. far as it defireth. The vaſteſt and molt 


Lag”? 


limited power, on earth meeting with, a 
magnanimous; goodneſs 1s too little and 
ſcant, for the good, which it would d9. 
As we cannot-bur be farisficd of the im- 
menſity of the, goodneis, have. we bur. pa- 
tence until things grow ( as neer as may 
be) proportionable ro it, we ſhall maryel- 
louſly applaud the kindneſs, and peradvens 
tre for nothing more then1ts-felays ,. by 
which it will become moſt. magnificent and 
perfect. There, was atime. when the cru- 
elle{t of Txrazts made theſe perſons of deſert 
and-fame 1n a; fort. ſubſervient to a beggar- 
ly race ofmen of the vileſt birth and conditi- 
gn... Tnoſe..dayes. through, Gods inhnite 
mercies have .an.,cod,, which is more then 
any could by the rules of humane reaſons 
= S-  -  -  _ 
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Have expetted. "He, who hath begun this 
good work, will alſo' finiſh it in bis time, 
_ Wherefore as a long expeQation hath found 
a large recompence, let the one be continu | 
&d. and the other will be compleated. Its | 
a, great nerd to have ingentous perſons ng 
lopger cloyſtered nor miſerable upon every 
wicked Dees laſhes of conſcience and 
merited fears; to havealienated patrimo: 
nies 'return to the true proprietors ; td 
have many damages repaid with the 
bountitul favours of a moſt compaſſionatt 
Prince. But all things cannot preſently, not 
as, we will be effefted, God giveth to mai 
to will and to do,and makeththe will prepa* 
rative to the a&. When he is pleaſed'to give 
way, other things which .are wanting ſhall 
have their | accompliſhment , whereas Fe 
Cperhaps)though the will be pregnant, f 
# not ſiren nero to bring forth. 
PWELEVITY is Thy bane of profperif 
although' proſperity is the cauſe of Levity. 
In adverſity we [can (peradventure) ſee 
Tight ;| but roo much proſperity following] 
ſ>*-dazleth us, that we are ſldbme able b 
| look direttly forward upon that, wan 
S ' moſt excellent, and had fornerly the gd 
I Uiſtioaion of onr Sonhder approbation, 
But quite otherwiſe, what we oblickly glad 


UDUNg 
pou F : 
| p ” 
LS &' 
<< Pr 
* 


DLN_NGELRE_S _NNN_ ES. Sr oo ooo 


" ra..." a. GLA. O-., COLES of, mn 8 


IT 20 CY” LE v.27 


R. 
1 # 


a dd 
4 
-” _ 
ba - 


LE 
_ 
SO A : 
IRIS. 


» 
: 
- 


oO EO AAA er 


Clap. V. 


_— 


—_——— 


Of all Parties," 


—_— 


' 15T 
my 


th. 


pon, we. hotly contend for/and- maintain 


although ordinary reafon confultediwithaf- 
firmeth it to be the preſent dotape of 'Qur 
weakned apprehenſion, Here as proſperity 
perverteth\ the judgement and introduceth 
Levity, ſo'Levity ſoon puiteth us out of 
thoſe joyous 'poſtures weare fet in. Inthe 
times of bitterneſs and hardſhip when an 
arbitrary power'made ys ſenſible: of the mi- 
fery of our deptivation of: regal mildneſs, 
when the juſt 1ndignation. of a Temedilefs 
gukny ſtirred up and cleared our intelle- 
Quals, nothing was more defireable then the 
moderation of Princely demands, -which , 
the juſter they are, be the more compaſiio- 
mte and {paring, Then'we hard the la- 
mentable groanings of anoppreſled people, 
who notwithſtanding profeſied that their 
forrow was: gteater for thartheir conrribu<- 
tions: added nothing to the'greancls of true 
Majeſty, then' that they exchanged fulneſs 
atid” plenty for the pinches of poverty, It 
was more grief, that he received not, who 


oupht to impoſe,” then was any impoſition 


Tgrievance; Thoſe complaints might deſer= 


vedly have been commended: as the brave 


commotiens of noble diſpoſitions, 'but that 
thoſe ſpirits/ate] evaporated and quite / lofF. 
Witatbefore ſeethed a gallantterhper appeit?- 
Prin L 4 eth 
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eth to be. but a peeviſh inveCtive prov 


cce ling from a diſrelliſh of :the griping car-, 


riage-of the nſurping Pofextate, whole title 
Cit ſeemerh.) did not ſo much diſpleaſe, as 


the way of maintaining it. Bleſſed 7s be,who 
condemneth not himſelf in that which he 
appreveth. | The ſame perſons now cry out, 
What a King and yet taxes 2 We hoped to have 
been delivered from ſuch preſſures and bure 
thens, What difference between this or that 
Government, if the ſubjes purſes muſt ſtill 
be open to the frequent demands of State 
_ Colle&ours ? Theſe and the ike; (or worle) 
ſeditious murmurings. grate. thoſe earesz 
which had ſometime been delighted with 
more pleaſing language. So- doth the hy- 
mourous changling (whopreferreth himſelf 
before all the. world, yet hath:not the wit 
to love himſelf aright, ) ſhew the deceitful? 
neſs of his heart , that although he ſome- 
times ſpeaketh well, there js not a greater 
ſtranger to well-meaning. There is no time 
or thing , which cometh a -miſs to. him, 
who 1s reſolved to. let looſe his tongue into 
any manner of Jarguage. and of all other 
the Father of miſcheifes hath, for theſe his in 


duſtrious Sons in the. firſt; place, inſtrudi- 


ons to.obloquy, asthe.moſtplainand eaſe; 
Biting is ſutable to. a, malicious. nature 


and 
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and evvy —— occaſion to o ſpit yenome 
at any thing, which. thriveth, Theſe evils, 
althoogh in ſome reſpeft weeall them na- 
tural; are yet hut the diſtempers of nature 
and the depraver Satan, who, ungermin® 
ing our reaſon and taking advantage of 
our flutuating opinions, by certain dijabo-. 
lical injections, ſometimes utrerly diſolveth 
whatſoever-in'the whole man is noble .and 
Divine, and too too commonly bringeth 
it almoſt to deſpair. From him come cauſe. 
leſs jealouſies, fears and diſcontents, they: 
are his work, and contrived for mans over- 
throw. But God the Authour of peace and 
lover of Concord religiouſly invocated;ſoon 
cleareth theſe miſts,. which rhe Decaair 
caſteth before our' wronged judgment. 
While we adhere to the. dictates of bis 
ſacred Spirit, pride and ſelf love, the cauſe 
of diſcontens are removed, With which 
whoſoever is filled is apt to' be {tri&-,in 
examination of other mens aCtions, and to 
procure to himſelf trouble fram conceits of 
\diſreſpet, want of love, forgetfulnefs of 
kb and the like. But meeknelſs and 
-pure devotion will work for. vs better fa - 
tisfattion and give every one to underſtand 
:t0 be his'duty to be. thankful to him, 


who oiveth. 2bilities, rather then ro be jm- 
Nor | ID pariently 
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patiently dilloyal in the love bf bewitching 
diſcontent, and producing its''broods of 
impieties. I call it without injury bzwitch- 
ing, it being that Harlot, which calleth paſ® | * 
ſengers going right in their way, ſaying, whold | 
is ſimple, let him turn aſide hither. It en 
ticeth none but the ignorant, them it be 
witcheth toits counſells and wayes, Men; 
who cannot hold a ſtedfaſt progreſle it 
that good, which they have opportunely 
fallen into, cannot but, together with their 
folly,manifeſt a baſe incontinence delighting 
in painted harlots, and evils diſguiſed un- 
der the colour of good. ' "They, who with 
their tongues ſometime ſo much magnified 
the rozal cauſe, and ſeemed exceedingly zea 
lous of the glory of God, had even then 
(as is moſt evident) ſome other ends, which 
they would more willingly purſue, ſome 
caltles, which they were building in the air, | 
ſome upon the fands, but (although diſcout- 
ling of it) they were forgetful of the Rock, 
wherce they were hewenr., and the Heaven to 
which they ſhouid aſpire. It is an ill token 
of Love in thoſe, who preteriding a longing 
for the Kings return, which they could be 
content to purchaſe at any rate (O the pity 
that ſo noble a paſſion ſhould beſo ſhort 
livg and happen to meet with a floating ha- 
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habitation !) whether of life, liberty or e- 
fate, all temporalities and preſent bleflitigs 


together, that theſe ſhould as much ag others 
let loole their tongues to all manner of te» 


pining complaints and ſeditions mutmur- 
ings; that theſe ſhould by the impurity of 
their words ſoy] that glorions gatment of 
Loyalty,and break the well accepted bands 
of facred allegiance, Oh? that they would 
but diſcreetly and to their aſſured ſafety 
conſider from how bleſfed an eſtate they' 
have run, in how bad a condition they ar 
preſent are,to what danger,what miſery they 
poſt away. Having that upon eaſie terms, 
which they wiſhed for upon any, whence 
cometh the diſlike, or what occaſionerh the 
grief? The bleſling too cheaply obtained 


_ 15ſlighted, yet the complaint ſpeaketh greive 


vances and burthens intolerable. Theſe ways, 


| however they ſeem right in ſome eyes, yet ſurely 


the end thereof is the way of death. Undoubr- 


*edly the bactſlider in heart will be filled with 


his own ways; and he, who will not be 
conſtant to the entertainment of his proſpe- 


Tity,ſhall by inconſtancy weary it and make 
itforſake him. The forementioned wiſhes, 


and the joyes of the enfamg ſucceſle, had 


ne crowned them, could nuthave 
- "been ſufficiently extolled. But how are 


the 
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the. deſires extinguiſhed ? how 1s the joy. | 
abated ? how hath darkneſs ſeized upon | | 
thaſe tewples of piety, which were ſome- 
time bright with the Juſt of a ca]eſt al fire?. - 
To.fcea bad beginning have a goqd end is | 
very. much defireable, but ro have the for- | ( 
mer part of life 'bedecked with orna- | ; 
ments of dignity, and the later disfigured | 


with. the ſtrange contrariety of baſe and 
forded rags 1s ſuch an odious evil as 
maketh the eye, which behold{t it almoſt | 
hate the light, by means whereof it hadſo ||, 
unwelcome a ſpectacle. Such are theſe 
who are either {luggiſh or falſe in the beſt 
 L;me, who upon victory obtained forſake 
the field and releive the vanquiſht enemy, 
For ſo it is; The murmarings of thoſe, who 
deny the King duc aid, doth give heart and. 
Implous ſuccour ro. the rebel], who ſeeketh: 
nathing but an opportunity to al over his 
old villanous commiſlions. . Aud thereby 
do theſe men-punilk themſelves.and the backs 
firder cometh to: be filled with his own ways. 
By:their clamours they whet the appetites of 
fome, who were alway too ſharply; ſet upon 
innovation. The murmurers corrupt the 
circumbicnt. ajr,aud {till rhe plague ſpread- 
.cth further and further, whereby his 24ajeſty 
hath more foes and conſequentry more Ee 
or 
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For 'belides homevred conſpiracies 
hereby ſtrengthened, forreigners make 
it their p! eaſurero affront him, ſothar 
the ſpeedy \upplics given their King is 
exch Subjects Profic and Honour, ve- 
caule the Kings injuries is the Peoples 
both damage and ſhame. if / account 


the labourer worthy of his hire, 2nd hims 


wRO teapeth and inneth my harveſtra 
merica recompence; fhall [ not much 
more to him, who by his lavour, care 
and armes ajechir in the field , and 
garner, return a free- will offe ring, che 
purchaſe (as I may in a ſort ſpeak) of 
my continuing fecundity 7 My reaſon 
ditarech no leſs ro me but that it be- 
heck me. Which when ſome pious 
aſſertors of the Peoples true libectics 
ind happineſs had well apprehends 
ed, and defired a general compliance 
In a matrer of fach publick benefit 
ind importance, how have others, 
who would ſpeak boldly againſt the 
Kingdoms 
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Kingdo: ns weltare 1n 1 performance 


of his duty, been extolled for their 
wiidome and care, by thoſe who 


wouid fem x ER: ae to 


his Majeſties juſt cauſe and pericn, 
and allo co the Peoples tranquility, 
No man is his own or anothers 
friend , who advifedly mulciplieth, 
or in the leaſt vitereth words in 
commedations of bulie and ſediti- 
ous Giſturbers of other mens good 
Intentions, or ſpeaketh language, 
Which is Gre with inward difced 
liſhes, Ic was a very aengiogs EX- 


preflic Ion of that wile Senator ©rd. a 


who ſaid Onrverſos afjligit, 19 
gui Regi aliquid neceſſarium [ulrrable} 
quia dis Iatw optatur ab omnibus, cundios 
comriſtat , f probetur offenſus. The 


wit of menof this humor, who are 


apt to be diſtaſted upon ſo flight an 
2ccount,.and to give diſtaſte, where ; 


Men of ſound judgement do 
alway, 
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19; ſubjet upon ſecond thoughts, will ac- 


EARS 


alway think it aglory ©o. be liberal, is:to., 


be obſerved - from his judicious ſcarn- of 
Bark, ſuch baſe .prayidence. Who 
42, Age {aid _ Egregia Scalicet CHYA.. #2+ 
llef mens, ne non hoſtis cum ſeviet 
plenas domos .& opulentas inveniat. Ree 
petqmmus memoria vaſtitates, peculatur , 
exitia, &c. Should God, armed with his 
ncited Vengeance, proſecute our ingrati-. 
tude and over-whelm our . black deeds 
(which although our late miſcries ſhould: 
make. us deteſt, yet cur language feemeth 
to. delire )- with the crimſon ruines of each 
&hers ſlaughtered bodies, making each, o-. 
hers fword,torevenge the wrongs offered. 
into heaven, it were lefs then the deſert. 
of fo: ungraftful underyelghing and, n= 
Suiderare, contemning, of. his -bleflings, . 
4bſoloz had better have been cloſe ſhaven, 
md have been without that extraordinary 
deauty. of his. long hair, then to have kept 
| to. .be the fatal accomyliſhment of his 


byes, and hisbaltcned death ;, And eve- 
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160 Of the different murnurings Chap. V. 
of to endanper alt by pas the | 
keeping of all,” The Apoſtle S, Paul wakes 

ph ng ours, voy and honour to be theparts: 
of obedience; the. reſpeft to our duty and q' 
true chearfulne(s do perfeCt obedience. It ts 
too'too frelhin our memories that among 0-1 
ther*things the people clamouring” concetn.\ 
ing a forp money tax, and fome other inconll.; 
derable grievances became proditor ſui, & 
prodrtionis merces, Aſluredly they , who, 
Love' to have the Head diſhonoured and/ 
kept bare may not prudently, comfott 
themſelves with the blind Hope 'of, a lon ' 
ſafety. And indeed (to ſpeak tots 
none 'wrong themfelves more then” thele, 


# . 


b 
} 
vl 
elpecially ' if the” ground. of - their com: | 
phints 'be' well conſidered, That what # : 
required for "the" publick* 200 they carliar 0 
ſpare from their own too "public vices x [0 
Want of moderation in the diſpoſing thei a1 
fives and affairs begetteth other' wanits, [lt 
which proceeding frotn ilf goverment mul : 
ud 

0) 

ky 

tic 

- 


riply into diforders, and: then the blanie 
(forſoorh) muſt be laid upon other rao 


and the true forgotten. It is a tran 
kind of imaginary happineſs, wherewl 
fome -men'pleale themſelyes,' to maintai 
their own by impoveriſhing” other m 
konours , arid- to delight m -transferr 


un 
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'"FChap.V. of all Parties, 
the: name of that crime upon others, where<* 
of themſelves onely muſt keep the guile,. 
The contrary is the more thriving way, to. 
wpute all greivances to the right cauſes and. 
emove them, to.confider the miſcheifes to 
jhich men are expoſed by extravagancies,. 
ad for the future ſo te live within the pre-, 
fribed limits of reaſon asto beable to do 
- Jthe publique. good ſervice. without the 
> Wait ſenſe of a domeſtique injury. If a 
} Jiiddy and ſeduced faction in an ignorant. 
{ J:ral conld upon a crew (matchleſs as 1n its 
' Jooſt execrable villanies ſo ina moſt raven- 
' Jays appetite ) as it were force an unuſual li- 
terality,. it is impoſlible that to pions ſub- 
Ks moderate. demands ( and thoſe ne- 
FEY can prove. offenſive preflures.., A 
mall thing indeed proveth a burden to the 
feck, which loveth no. manner of yoke, 
ad unwillingneſs ſtriving (although in a 
na moſt ſmooth and eafie,yoke) that neck 
s ſoon galled, which with. cheerfulneſs 
Quld have borne a more conſiderable 
neight. Imprqvident impatience alway 
dyerturneth that happyneſs , whereof. 
dar prudent Arch;te&, layeth the foundas 
tlon, and onely meekneſs will {ce that prof . I 
rity accompliſhed , which it did perad; _. - * 
fenture rather hope for than foreſec.. _ q 
| - 2" "290 3. DUE: 
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167 Of the different murmurings "ChapM 
ZBu: i lome thens hopes having flouriſh» 
ed rok time upon the rocks top,arefcorchs 
ed ' with the beams of other mens proſpe.] 
rous virtues, Therefore where they hayel 
inprofitably fown, they will no longer Ia: 
bor, but turn thetnſelves to ſome other] 
crciſe. And what after a diſcouraged hops 
offetethit ſelf to exerciſe the thoughts ſoo 
er then diſcontent, the friend of vitious | 
mindes, and betrayer of irnocency 3 an evi, | 
which may peradventure glance upon | | 
mind fraught with vittues, but never theft | 
inbabit or FuEttHhe? A wiſe man confidereth ; 
; 
q 


that, no'hope fixed upon things tempotil 
is certainly faceefifia'; and 'a 'good milh 
knoweth thar evil hopes onght not to aſpite 
co.fruitions,buttg be forthwith aeſftroyehſ? 
that there may "be no more of rhe viperothl; 
otpring. Enjoyment is darigerous, diſcotbſF 
cerit'upon the miſs miſchievous. Yet is it bet? 
ter to have ſome witked men fad becauſe 
their uneffefted defignes, than'® all aoolſ 
men weep by reaſon of the eanieies. pr6 
ceeding fro evit mens 'unfottunate erhſÞ 
umphs. ' An diſcontent could -not haW 
made' its entry tato a ſort''of peric wr 
who knew more advantagiouſly to exccilth 
revenge by the' common oy{onous way 


contumely then *' certain men, who lod ff 


hop "2 
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7 Chaps" V. "of alt Parties,” 163. 
hoping for ſatisfaQtion of fomeMipitiniate 
deſires, but having*rheir hopes'/fru rared, 
ire more knowtiby their murtnius.again! 
then'their prayers for the! Government Co 
ftubliſhed. And although religion muſt ſer 
to.adorne and ſanctifie their whole ;life:. 
Je he, who truly knew as the comfortable 
| blefling; ſo the aflared way, of: an . holy 
J ife, exhorted thoſe, whom he would have 

thrive under Chriſtian diſcipline todo aft 
Ihings without mmnriomrings and , aiſputins L 
ot | out they might be blameleſs and harmleſs, the 
4 | Y2-of Gods, Phik2. And 8.Jude an unblames 
al ble ſervant of Chriſt, maketh it the mark 
46 [at ungodly men-are known by, Theſe are 
op ur arurers, complaitiers, 8c. Which be- 
49 -molt vndoybtcdly trac”, we muſt 
hoe off the ſhetp*skirr and ſee underneath 
{biting wolf; the man," who wanld 

;[{enihnocent, yet loverth nothing more 

ans woundedreputation, and an afflicted 
oil 
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contrary doth introduce a ſmiling Ro 


| 
| 
| 
{ 
| 
| 
| 
And if any of them want eares, he will make | 
amends with his pregnant invention , and} 
make a ſupply for the defeCt by the double | 
diligence of his tongue, Now where inf; 
reconcilable Fxmity failing of thegreata}; 
abilities is, content with the weaker mik |, 
chiefes, of.a murmur and complaint,the'malth; 
npright adminiſtrations. axe not. without | 
the cauſe of a diſguſt, Even virtue whi@ſy 
keepeth the middle way, ſhall be laden}; 

with the, infamy of that vice, whial; 

Is in the neereſt extream3 and although; 

any eminent Virtue hath ſhined ſobrightl]; 

. as to oyerpower diſtraction, yet it 1s ha}; 
contriving in that lovely ſplendour,and na}; 

be much darkned by the {ly imputations @}3 

ſome(thaugh moſt falſely Jobjedted failings d 

SOME content themſelves with my ! 
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Chap. IV. of all-Parties” 165 
Ir miſchiefs, to have vented their ſpleen in: 
© {thoſe vollies of murmurings and calamities 
* | without any further defigne then to divert 
* {the eves of the unwary from the view of 
* {their miſcarriages, by conſidering whether 
Jather mens walks are in integrity and ſobri- 
'Y wh Others there are whoſe artifice ſtor- 
*Jecth them with diſingenious inveCtives out 
"* {of thoſe baſeſt hopes, that the multitude 
vill firſt diſlike, then prepare to ſhake of 
' in unprofitable and offenſive yoke. | Such 
J ( poſhble) they wil] make it ſeem by 
he moſt {abtil detractions and afperations, 
being confident that if they can thus far 


prevail, the people will readily blow zhe 


In 


Imxzpet and demand, What portion have we 
F is David ? But do ye indeed ſpeak rigbteouſ- 
* I teſ7, ye pretended informers of the peoples 


ot | 


" me or do ye goa religious way to 
4 work thus to diſquict not onely your ſelves, 
< but thoſe, who, deſirous of reſt, have with» 
in wawnthemſelvs from your turbulent coun- 
fIEls intothe tuitions of peace? It wasa rule 
*[vith the Wiſe Mar, that « good Man ſhould 
"I bt /atisfied from himſelf. And indeed the 
{plenty of peace within ſtoreth every good 
gan with much ſatisfaction, for aturther 
Z{Eenlargement whereof he looketh not unto 
p en, but God, | Tertuians delcription of 
if s 2, 296 Pati» 


i 
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Patience was taken from.him . Yultzs il; 
tranquil/us & placidus, frons pura nulla me+ 
roris aut ire ragoſitate coutrata, &c. If 'he' 
ſuſpect: the courſe of the world to be ſome.' 
what perverſe, he doth not (as the cowſe 
1s too frequent in theſe days} himſelf run 
out of the way to reform'it,but being cheers 
fully vigilant over himſelf prayeth molt fer- 
Cola, vently that God would be pleaſed to 


Sun of ſhew to them, who be in error the. 
Eaft. light of his truth, to the intent that” 
they may return into the way of righteouſneſs, 
Alas! upon what deſperate deſigns doth the 
precipice of evil caſt men of this vileſt tem» 
per, whoTather then they will not diſquiet 


others, diſcompoſe themſelves? It any 
thing be out of order, what remedy can 
Impatience bring? what end but more diſors 
der? whatfruit but continued vexation?Im. 
patience was never good reformer,and,mur 
 muring doth alway make things worſe and 
worſe. But what profit it bringeth to thofe, 
who for nothing, or at beſt but for the trifle 
ofan upſtart gzord make their murmurs teſtt- 
fie that they are diſpleaſed with Gods ordis 
ance, and deem his moſt facred'pleafure 
unjuſt and cruel , let them judge, ”"Y 
can, I .can deſcry no: pleafure, © nniet 
miſcheif. be ſuch', and that neither ac* 
EE: ceptable (| 


eeptable nor 
home. | 


| LRIEeT 
| LE T the World gohow it will, thead-' 
+ | miniltration--.of a general ſatisſa4ion Oh 
;- | difficult talk. We ſee the;divine bounty. 
| | rendred inſufficient , how then {bali bymane, 
| | abilities be enEtheagy; os extenced io, 
- | contentment # The evil of murmuring 1s. 
, | &rtainly , of the ſame nature with other vI- 
; | tious inc}inations 3, it ts {till ſpreading, agd. 
; | the more it is humoured, the moce in{olept, 


It is in demands, So do we ſee the miſery. or 
. | our. times to be cheifly upheld and nounih- 
- | & by a phanatiqne perverſcncls of men, 
: | bo may be pleated but wiil not, whoie 
- | fate to any thing is occajioned by ,ofNEr, 
; | mens approbation, It fſeemeth rnev caynot 
cordially affect that which hath; nothing 


- | of them or. their counſels, They : we;ld 
« | Pe, Connſellours and Fawonrites ,. that, they. 
| | wigat ( as they fay) better regulate allairs,. 


and both give. us the billings deliredgnd. 
+ | make them, mare. accomplithed. and <tIFes; 
- | We may hear them ſpgak,.bur, with,call. 
« | Þcſtion whether they could, then Þe PEagee,. 
able upon. admiſiion. :The ſnaxe Kept at, 
Qiance can.do. no morethen bils, but take 
mto the. boſgpe, will be ſuretabire? .. 
caunlel cannopbe good, who commene 
-"U CL Wn4. none 


-Cd 


\ 


/ 


envenomed brealf never but poſſeſſed with 


prejudice. ' How cari he be miſtaken for a 
-wholeſome adviſer, who at diſtance endea+' 
voureth' with a peſtilent breath to corrupt* 
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168 ofthe different murmurings Chap.V, 
none but his own ; nay, It cannot be other 
'then bad and dangerous proceeding from an 


I 
| 
I ( 


| 


that pleaſant tranquility, which yet it hal'J| 


rather with' a neerer malice bite into peices 


and utterly diſſolve? They who remove@ ſt 


a far off and kept under the rod candate 
with an audacious confidence to reject the 
authority, and (as it were) convene Prizces 
| before their tribunal, what zealous impieties 
would they hot perpetuate; if abuſed tavour 
and unwary credulity (ſhould licence them to 
the neareſt approaches 2 - © ©: 2 
;* IT is indeed 'foo too true that our ca? 
Jamities: have -given -us a large field of 


complaints; but- we are ſurely out in the 


method.':''We all know what augmentati- 
ons we have'given them adding both to their 
number and quality, partly by: inconfiderate 
Levity, partly by - preſumption and cons 
fempt of the (beſt monitions. ''' Theſe have 
accumulated and exaſperated our griefs ; yet 
fome ' men think themſelves' ingenuous in 
putting far fromthem the guilt,and pleaciog 
ihriocence' from amidſt the throngs of the 
moſt horrid defiſements. ' Nay they bred 
aid, Tz Aon COS > . =» oo 
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by N roxy lo far as firſt to conſecrate and then 
n [idore impieties, and afterwards to boalt 
I Þof this religion and zeal, Being 2MiCted 
a [(as not onely the clamours but our ſad ex- 
2+ Jperience ſpeaketh: why do men make their 
 ffaces harder then the rock and refuſe toreturm? 
4 Why do men impoveriſhed by the ftrangeſt 
8 laxceſles and vileſt intemperances blame 
# [the ' government and the times ? or why 
© [doother men wonder at the tottering condi- 
e Jtion of the Kingdom which themſelves have 
# Jehfeabled even to! deſpair of a recovery 
$ flo ics former ſtrength and vigor? When 
r [m{cheif praQtiſeth all its acts and contri- 
0 Jrances, confuſion and diſtraftion muſt needs 
+ [be the unhappy ptoduf@; and why do the 
: [Authors ſeem to ſtand amazed at it? We 
f falas! find diverſe forts of complainrs, and 
E Jeach murmurer ( not without violence to 
« gieaſon ) perſwadeth himſelf that he hath 
rome reaſon, ſome ligitimate morive to what 
e [be ſaith , when the contrary is molt true. 
- [Let the affetions be cleared up and the 
e [influences of, regal adminiſtrations have | 
t |thetr due work , mens tongues would be 
1] wore reſerved, their diſtempers would be 
] qualified, their paſſions calmed. There.is 
1|* 


x nothing can cauſe trouble in us, if our own 


Fills be diſcreetly and religiouſly go—_ 
ed. 
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ed. Itis too too much yielding to Sateni|,, 

or his Humaze Advocates ſeducing Arguel;; 
ments, which breaketh the peace of ourſf, 
mind: For otherwiſe were the cauſes ( tolj; 
which are zmputed our murmurings andljy 
troubles ) real , yet would nothing inci-Jy 

dent be harboured in the mind, nor rept ſje 
nings, both unneceſlary and evil, proceed|, 

from ourlips, becauſe it is comp|y 

Regine in coo Manded that we revile ot. thy (, 
Errahan, Marg jo much as in thought. lf fr 
Eceleſ10.20. Injuries were ſufficient excuſeſp 

far any wan to break the Comp 

mandment, where would. be the bleſled 
Triumph of Patient Fortitude , and Ateek} , 
Obedience £ But ( God be thanked } none 

can juſtly in thts caſe plead injury for the 

cauſe. Juſtice it ſelf ruleth bim who. ſit- 

teth at Stern, who cannot but have learned 

to deal Juſtice to all men from the abun: 

dance of wrong which himſelf hath ſutfers 

ed. It ſhould be each mans wiſe care t9 

be juſt tro every man, for the unjuſt man 

Is the firſt troubler of himſelf; There: 
fore inou!ld there be put a, Bridle in owl 
Mouths .to. curb the eager BAS, 

our lips, and take away the liberty we tog 
B roo much permit to our unruly tongues, | 
| Diſconteat ought not to ſcize upon ns trom 
| any 


N: 
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"ly conceit that we are forgotten, or not 
Megarded that we are pinched or depreſ- 
url. Alſo our very ears-mulſt be cloſed to 
i keep out the whiſperings of Malccontents, 
[leſt hel wards entring, engenger in ns the 
le Worm of Giddineſs: Where there is wari- 
Pf q*s; aſluredly there is molt ſafety, There 
Jare at no time wanting Tronblers of-the 
| Weal. pablick, whoſe words eat as doth a 
, Canker , being as $kilfal, fo oficious in 
lf ſpreading abroad the evil of their minds. 
'*IBut let him who heareth any thing of po 
j nature take heed of entertaining it , 
df jet him not fo much as g1ve the Ceistattion, 
4 of a Reply, otherwiſe than by contempt of 
I the baſenets, He whoſaid, 1 am purpoſed 
'& |} that my mouth ſhall not tranſereſh, had ltearn- 
= ed that way which ſhould keep him from the 
6 daths of the D Deſtrozer. That the mouth may 
FI not tranſgreſs, it is much requiſite to keep 
7] the ear, at which many times have inſenſibly 
2] crept thoſe mad evils which-have corrupr- 
11 edthe heart, diitrafted the mind , and ſet 
upon violent courſes, not only the tongue, 
| but alſo the hands, «which have ſaddenly. 
; brought to ruine both the Ators and Inno- 
. 
, 
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| cent Spectators. If we hear that which we 
may have reafonto ſuſpeCt, ler us valiantiy 
Ra, rather than linfully reply , andby: 


; Argus 
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172 Of the different Murmarings Chap, V" 
Argumentizing , at length be drawn to ai 
Partnerſhip with ſuch as are better skilled 
In Diabolical Subverſfon,than Chriſtian Edifi-. 
cation : Keep we therefore our ears and' 
tongues, if we love life, and would ſee good 
days. As we deſire others to be merciful to 
our Reputations, and not with hot words 
(they being the. moſt tender good which 
belongeth te any man) to torment and 
{corch them; ſodoth it eſpecially concern 
us, not to kindle the combuſtible Traſh of 
Vulgar Aﬀettions , by the flames whereof 
the Excellence of that Name which is a- 
cred might be diminiſhed, and loſe that 
eſteem, in the glory whereof conſerved, our | 
chief felicity conſiſteth. Let that Name be | 
Magnifi:d, the full commendations wheres 
of will prove Gods great bleſſing upon us 
Subjects. The glory of 2 Kings Name is 4 
Prophelie of aſſured happineſs to light up- 
on, and reſt round the ſecure people; tt is 
Armour of defence at home, of offence a- 
broad, being commonly ſucceſsful above 
Policy and Power. Where the people wil- 
lingly contribute to the augmentation of 
Fame, obſerving the Princes good deeds, 
and applauding them, but ſmothering the 
SJ helliſh brands of ſuſpition and jealouſte, 
$3 that Natjor needeth not fear ſuffering un- 
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der the .ſtroak of unfortunate calamity : 
For obſequious Charity being Gods. work, 


carrieth with it his blefiing, and immazeth. 
Jall people who delight in 1t with inyincible 


afety. But Murmuring is none of his work, 
it 1s nothing of Kind to any thing which he 
owneth, and therefore cannot make' any 
nan happy. Peaceable words and actions 
only nouriſh Profperity, giving the glory 
of the Divine Preſence here ( wherein 1s 
fulneſs of joy , according to our capacity) 
and the hope of its Eternal Fruition in our 
Glorious Exaltation above Mortality, 4- 
Wen. 


Rinks O Lord, the.tempeſinous troubles 
af our ſouls, calm our unquiet minds, 
pecifie our unruly afſeFions and: ſubdue our 
wore unruly tongues. Leave ws n0t in the 
troubleſome anguiſh of erroneous darkneſs, but 
make ws clearly to "as thy will, and joyouſiy 
to proſecute 'it both in word and deed. 


Give us thy ſaving grace, which when 
we wart we cannot but be a trouble to our 
ſelves ;, we then trouble our ſelues, and the 
tumults of ſouls ariſe. againſt thee, whom, int 
thine Anointed, we are then apt to reproach, 
paſſing the bownds and breaking the tyes of 
religion and Loyalty. WE 
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Bleſs us with the knowledge of 'the anl, 
y of this world” which paſſeth away and 
eat #7; teach us to commune' with out 
hearts and be ſtill, and ( although therebea | 
ſeeming cauſe of diſcontent }to offer the- Sacrh ; 
ffee of righteonſneſs, and put our rrufe alway |, 
in thee. | j 
There be many, who ſay, who can ſhew 
us dny good or benefit by the preſent eſta+ || 
bliſhment of affairs * But ( alas blind and }; 
heavy ſouls ! ) why walk they in Jo vain'a | 
ſhew.,;ant are dfpatered: in vain, wilifully con. 
temning thy greateſt favours, and their own 
aſſured peace? ; 
Surely thy ſervants do readily and hear- 
tly roxfeſs that thou: thereb 4 ' hajt pt glad. 
weſs in our hearts, having. lift mp" »the Hel 
of | thy ' countenance -apon' #5. '. O' that we 
: uſe 41 dewvontly wait upon thee," and bes | 
hold #hee in the multitudes of 1hy mer” 
cir... | 
We are apt to errein the ſhadows of _e 
aginiary injuries, tnleſe by thy eſperial' grace 
preventing us we ave kept from Furning 4 |} 
. flde into thoſe deceitful paths.  ** 7: 
Sed out, we pray thee , thy light and th 
truth let them lead us,let them bring ns to thy 
holy hill and tothy tabernacles, where we ſhall | | 
forget complaint, and ſing a new ſong, _— 3 
Rok | 
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* f thor ſhalt put into” our months ,'even Praiſe 
wo our God, | ; FI 
"Othou moit grations Saviour, who haft' 
bought us up owt-of the horrible pit, ont- of 
the mry clay, and ſet onr feet above danger, 
9 | fabliſh our goings and prevent our back- 
| ſrdings. | 
wil Let ws not forſake our harbour, nor make 
* | the Danity of our words the parcha(e of anew 
ff amity. OHIE a 
4 But what have we wretches already dome? 
* | bow far-have we tranſereſſed ? what have 
' ve, ray, whyt have we unrighteonſly ſpok> 
(#2 Pardon oor nnthank fal miurmurings, 
* | id" for the time to come ſet a watch ups _. 
| owr words , and keep thow the door of 
ir lips. TUES” | 
1 Det not the miſchief of our own tongues 
"| rrtake ns ," but thy goodneſs mightily 
"| revert us, that we may be converted and 
beeled. WK: = 
"It is inthy power to ſet up and to deſtroys. 
 euthral and: enlarce, and 'them thatſeek 
thee, thou never forſakeſt. Give thy ped= 
. ner ny in prayer to thee; the God of 
NY Pei helps then wilt, thou, avho-haſt given 
| Wurage to continue, give grace »alſo 10:0b- 
Mirie', and their deſires accompliſhed \will 
Joy 4nd refreſh them. {459 ad 
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176 Of the different nurmurings Chap. V." 7 
Onur wants thou kxoweſt and alone can(s. 
relieve; though we are poor gud needy, þ, 
thou thinkeſt npon us. Why then are our |þ 
ſouls caſt down? why are they diſquieted, þ 
within ns? If werelye upon thee , thou wilt hi 
enliven us, and no good thing wilt thou withs, 
_ from ws, if we walk uprightly before. 

Co e > Wa W oy | 
Thos haſt ſet before us the examples of, 
thoſe murmurers, who lifted up their voices, 
dgainft the Leaders of thy people, deſtroyed. | 
in the wilderneſs, to the intent we ſhould! 
#0t Inſt as they luſted : Thou haſt aljo given, 
encoxragement Fo our fail b, promiſing that 
when we patiently wait for thee, thou will, 
encline thine ear unto #5,and hear our cryes,, 
Therefore will we refrain our tongues from 
evil, and, acouſioming them 10 prayer, wilt 
draw. nigh to thee in an acceptable time | 
when thou mayeſt be found, that thy loving |* 
kindneſſe and truth may preſerve us at 
ſuch time as evils do encompaſs us and the 
faniſhments of our iniquities taketh hold 
Won as. ES 5 \ 
Send, O Lord, thine holy Ghoſt and pout 
into. our hearts, that moſt excelent gift of | 
charity , the very Bond of Peace, and of. all 
Virtues , which neither doth nor ſpeaketh ith, 
but acquieſceth in the ſweet enjoyment of 
thee, This 


ow e 
$39) 


hap.V. _ of all Parties, _ - 177, 


| This will make thy great Miniſters govern- 
' 24 bent acceptable to the people, :and the peo- 
r: tes obedience exemplary to the world, ſo that 
d'b, ry ſhall dwell-in our Land, and thoſe, who 
it Bow not the might of thy Majeſty,will be cone«' 
\ tirrted unto thee, who art the only bleſſed and - 
Wbeloriaus Potentate;King of Kings and Lord 
'Wf Lords, Werld without end, Amen, 
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., CHAP: VI. 


Of tie Frequent defires of breaking ou 
into Rebellion., and the means by thei 
Inſligators uſed ; viz. Reproaches up. i 
on the King and Church. 


URMURING isa Spark forced 

M out of an ill-diſpoſKd breaſt inflg- 
- med with Dilloyalty, and is a 
great ſin when it is leaſt; but is exceſſive 
1n its call for Vengeance, when (as now}it 
is let looſe againſt a good and gracious 


Prince, And ſurely (however by ſome men 
applauded) they are fouly miſtaken in the 


Commonwealth , who ſteep all their hu 


mours in gall, and yet would entitle them 
ſelves Patrons of Unity, and have not long 
ſince ( when there was no diflention but 
their own deſired ) been pretended Peti- 
tioners for Peace: For ſuch (as that glorts 


<tr, Martyr judiciouſly obſers 
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is Eph..4.2, veth } themſelves know not of t 
x bat Sprrit they are, although all | 


other men ſee it to be fire they call for. Re 
belioa hath its beginnings in ſuch whiſpes 


rings, | 


ow b: 


EiChap. VI. breaking out into RebePion. 1799 
Frings , diſcontented and doubtfal words 
teing caſt forth as a da to draw ſome, 


;6t "yet fully fitted, tþ ſuch devilliſh- de. 
| tpns , and alſo to bring together the blou-! 
* Jy beakt-birds of Prey. We cannot (God - 
Jbrbid it) judge ſo uncharitably of ſome 
gen, that their inclinations are ſo propenſe 
o.flaughter, and the Publick Ruine, be-- 
auſe their words make them ſomewhat 
prgetful of their Duty, and the Reverence 
(they ſhould bear to Anointed and Conſecra- 
td - Majeſty, and alſo to Truth it ſelf; 
yhich they torture to make their relati= 
ans credible : But the ſubtil reſolved Re-_ 
tel, by this kind of words, maketh proof 
oe fach,as he hopeth,by ſeveral pretenſtons, 
& bring to a curſed Complication ; and 
taving (as he accounteth it) luckily pro- 
geded in this beginning, he 1sno longer 
for dallying by privy Murmurs , but dif. 
ftheneth his foul ſtomach by ſtrong. 
ontumelies, and loathſome Reproaches 3, 
5if his paſſion. before wanted vent, his 
fords fly.out like bluſtring winds ,.which 
uſettle and make rough the calm tides: of” 
f Ihe peoples affetions ; or asif with them. 
{ Jiewere reſolved ſiiddenly to put in pra- 
= Itiſe the dictates of his rage, he intendeth_ 
Storm to become Maſter of whatſoever | 
s: N 2 good 
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To3 Of the frequent deſires of Chap. » VI 
good his envious Soul wilketh ill to ang 
ther. Therefore having long acted Abel 
lom's part in humbling himſelf, and ſhaking 
the head as if ſomewhat or other in theſj 
Supreme were ont of order, he will notf 
at length ſtick tc tel] the people, that chereſ 
is none appointed to do Juſtice, or thatſ 
knoweth Judgment. He thinketh it no & |, 
vil todiſhonour the King in his Miniſters if 
reiterativg the Old Crys againſt Evzl Coumfiy 
felour:;, in his Judgment, foraſmuch as befli 
hath choſen, and maketh uſe of ſuch 5 wj{ 
his Fazth. as if his word were not kept 3 nf 
his Diſpoſetion, as if naturally unkind, andſif 
unnecellarily exading of his People heayp 
Taxes 3 in his Religion, being a favourer af 
Popery - And indeed all thoſe things, wig p 
otheis (knowing they therein glorifie God 
and do his Majeſty right ) think meet tofy 
have publiſhed with the higheſt commend} 
tions of deſert, he will needs ſeem to ſerwy 
God and the World in miſconſtruing. andy 
depraving : But to men ſober and judickſy 
ous , he diſcovereth his Religioh and Lifty 
to be but a guilded lye. And theſe pfieJy 
tenſions (methinks.) cannot but be too welt 
known to paſs even the Ignorant withowl, 
ſuſpition: For (to anſwer no farther tWI} 
their baſe objc&ions) look back whole 


eve]; 
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WChap. VI. breaking out into Rebellion. 18x 
n&lger pleaſeth upon thoſe of time paſt, who- 
ble hecauſe they would. ( forſooth-) ſeem mo.» 
plieſt at firſt z and therefore not, directly to: 
thefleyel at their Xing , rendred-:jtheir modeſty, 

nothþ much the more execrable, by how much! 
refthe more we, yet feel the-ſmart of their 
bafhlows , who would make their King moſt. 
 Eforious, and only knock down Evil Coun- 
Thiikzonrs. It was never known that Rebels 
##Iyanted a-pretence 5 he that imployeth them, 
fkaveth them not deſtitute of his helps and 
"Uſhifts, which are not the courſeſt and worſt 
Meantrived. Among all his. devices, they: 
nad moſt advantagious to their deſigns the 
Yhſtification of their own proceedings by. 
"Ute contempt of other mens, either inte- 

< ity or ſufficiency. And 1o- vielently are 
fthey addicted to this plauſible ſ1n of Defa- 
Vination, that they are almolt able to deceive 

Witte very Elec , perſwading them ( were it 
WInſtble) to the dread- of thole Commilli. 
ions whereof they were never guilty, to 
CHInake the moſt Innocent ſuſpect themſelves, | 
IWith the evggeanathen this violence for ago ts 
elyhile paſſeth currant for Pious Zeal, and _ 
Althey. ſeem no leſs than the Mellengers of 
Whght ſent: down from the . Habitation of 
ttolineſs to reform” the corrupt manners of 
(MJthe preſent Age 5 and to: reduce into a Pri- 
es... 0 =. mitive 


182 Of the frequent deſires of GChap.VI: 
-  mitive Order the Afﬀairs-. of. Charch 'and 
State , through negligence and time run 
into a deplorable confuſion. It is not w- 
deed a thing ſtrange, that what they (6 
hotly and yet ſo conſtantly obtruded upoti 
the vulgar peoples abuſed credulity, was fo 
readily accepted, and ſo long retained, 
'The ſame way being once proſperous, they 
reenter , and Good they now cal/ Evil, 
(wherein they-publiſh to the world what 
Judges and Reformers they would prove, 
whoſe very beginning 1s with ſubverting 
the cauſe of the Upright, and cannot thrive 
without the Devils Patronage and counſe) 
that the filly may be reduced, and unſtable 
ſouls drawn into the grievous and fatal 
puniſhment of their promiſed inlargement 
and felicity : A fad felicity indeed, which 
muſt have ſuch inſtruments, and ſo horrid 
an entrance and paſſage, which muſt begin 
in Cruelty, and ſwim on in Rivers of Teats 
and Blood ! For their malice , who by un» 
due aſperſions and unjuſt reproaches privi- 
Iy murder the Innocent As&t there conh. 
ned : Experience hath zffured us of the 
truth of the Wiſe Man's Rule , that the 
words of the wicked are ts lie in wait fot 
; blood. The Envious and Malicious are nes 
ver ſatisfied with the triamph of — 
\ : XS ; : : . - an 
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Chap. p.VI, breaking on out into » Rebellion, 133 | 
| 7 torn Fames , but build their hopes vp= 


«loa Piles of laughtered bodies, and ſeek'to 


- iſe themſelves Fortunes out of the Rub- 
; Bbiſh of a ruined Commonwealth. Here hath 
Fizen an old grudge, nay, aninveterate hate 
n an Enemy, ſometime pretending to Re. 
/ I conciliation, but indeed to defires of new 
mactiſes ſo ſtrongly wedded, that it may - 
well from them be made a peneral admont= 
tion , that every #2an do warily truſt the 
\ {ſincerity of reconciled Enemies. "Ic is well 
& fobſerved by one , that 7he ule 
| qethnucs c-5f-urojers 2-6 » 
incurable, is in him who * - "p 
| ks wronged his Prince, whoſe guilty Con-' 
| [ſcience feedeth on fearful diſtruſt. thouch no 
Biff occaſion be offered, Theſe unquiet ſpt- 
fats, although they have promiſcd., nay 
worn Allegiance, yet found Reaſon for. 


x | biddeth any too confidently tortrult them, 


$3 | whoſe refage 1 is Hedea's Abſolntion, 
« | 8x2 ſcelere patta eſt ſceleve rumpetur fides., 
What they perfidioufly fivear , they will 


. {8deceitfully break : Peace they love no 


e [bnger than necefiity compelleth them to it, 
g [debarring them the opportunities of Com- 
| [hotions, which they moſt artificially court, 
ad diligently ſoliate. Rather than not: 


Hormie their beloved in, they will tempt 
N 4 all 
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all -occafions till they find away to advance | 


both it and its intereſt. Therefore they 


violate truth, obligations, duty.and con. 
ſcience, left any of. theſe ſhould by the 
help of inquiſitive fear make them fee and 

 purfue better things. They who adore | 
impiety making the ſacceſſes thereof their | 


Paradiſe , muſt reer their confcience, and 
do abominate ſcrupulous niceties,, onely 
uſing the name of good for the greater 


contuſion of fuch as embrace the. ſubs 


R—_ | jk 
. T O know whether their deviſes tend 
we muſt gueſs by the rules of contrariety, 
their. meanings having ever contradicted 
their profeſlions. They pretend to. re- 
formation ; but let ſuch as have had the 
molt aged experience of thetr performances 
ſpeak . plainly, and acquit others of. the 
dangers of fallacies Wemight well think 
the ſubverſion of a Kizgdome to be no good 
Phyſick for , the Church therein, neither 
that- civil wars, which do licenſe miſdea- 
meanour, can introduce god: manners, 
Their words had: heretofore inſtead of 
more ſoundneſs infuſed madneſs into - the 
people, and toomnch ation heightened the 
diltcmpers of. the Nation , -which conve? 
nient reſt will qualifie,  . Until they pref 
$4 CE. 74 CTIDE 
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gibe this, they will never. be good Phy fi- 


Gans... Give it-this, and each part = the 


body wil] thereupon be reduced: to its or- 
| der! and duty... ' When temperance guideth 


thoſe, who--now trouble themſelves and 0» 


thers, we- may: have juſt cauſe to Hope for 
the ſo much diſcourſed Reforrration. But 


no encouragement is-there for us to ſup. 
poſe . that they. can ever do others good, 
who do themſelves fo much harm in betng 


the profeſfied fattours of diſobedience ; 


men, who make -it their.ſo!e employment 
to. bring up an evil report upon God's in- 
beritance, and to ſtir up-the peoples mas. 


lignity againſt the King and Church, They, 


who taught the Touclites the ſcurtious: 
leſſons of . reproachful taunts againſt the 
Prince and the Arch-Pifbop, Moſes and Age 
ror, brought a plague upon themſelves and 
the miſadviſed tribes ; yet did they pretend 
a remedy againſt ſome. (Lknow not what) 
evils, There can no plague proveſode- 
ſtruive as this ſpreading 'one brought .in 
by ſedition, which ( to-our great ſorrow. 
and ſhame) hath been, known.to' ſearch 
and ' {weep each | corner and part of thele 
miſerable Kingdomes, and. when after;-its, 
long rage, by diſcontinuance we hoped 
for reſpite , 7 theſe poyſonous blaſts it 

threatneth 


U . 


threatneth anew- its return and triumphs, 
But God (we truſt) will make theſe mes 
naces to be but the regardleſs puffes of 


angry vanity. For theſe Hopes we have | 


ground from the rich authority of God's 


wor}, which teſtifieth that He, who hideth | 


hatred with lying lips, and he that uttereth 


4 ſlander is a fool; And then weare fure | 


that he arſwereth the fool according to his 
Folly. God can do what he pleaſfeth, and 
is moſt gracious and merciful, whom we 
ought, earneſily to beſeech that he would 
not uſe theſe men as the ſcourge of our 
tranſgreſſions, neither #2ake ws a rebuke unto 
the foolifh, But certainly ſuch as have 
feen the event of thoſe former diſhonora- 


ble reports raiſed, and kept on flight by 


the complicies of rebellion,cannot otherwiſe 
judge of the ſame things again practiſed , 
but that the intents are the ſame, and would 
produce the like effects, did not God's mers 
cy prevent and fruſtrate. He, who rebuked 
the winds and the Sea roaring againſt the 
Church, both in Chriſt the Head, and the 
Diſciples the Members, who with with 4 
Peace be ſtill, quieted the loud voyce of the 
difobedient winds, and laid the rude tumule 
of the rebellious waves, cani ſoon ſubdue 
theſe peſtilent-tongues 3 and he, who doth 
| ; Let 
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Let them from proceeding further in miſ- 
cheif, ' will (we need not doubt) {till let 
natil they be! taken out of the way, © 

- BUT to ſee of wh# a various and 
partly-coloured ſubſtance Hypocriſte is com» 
poſed, would make any one muchto mar- 
vel how ſuch antipathies' could be com-- 
bined in one body to make a publique 
cheat. r 9102" 2900 


Nil mortalibus arduun eſt, 
Celum ipſum petimus ſtultitia, 


Men alarm Heaven it ſelf, as if they 
would*(O wretched Age!) pull God's Chil: 
dren out of his boſome 3 and all preten- 
fively for his fake, who abhorreth the cru- 
ty as much as he diſowneth the ſervice, 
The Church being reproached, and the 
King the Head thereof aſperſed with ca- 
lumnies, they ſay, it is all for Religions ſake 
and Gods glory, of vain are ſome to ſhake 
hands (as that glorious Martyr obe 
pa ſerved) with ja allegiance, and 
obedience under pretence tolay faſter hold on 
their reljzgizon, Theſe filthy dreamers how 
regardleſs they are of ſo grand a crime as 
the deſpiſing Dominions and ſpeaking evil of 
Dignities, nay, of fathering the ſame _ 
als Go 


I8g of the frequent deſires of Chap M1 ry | 
Godas if he took not vengeance.of villanies; | 
but countenanced and 045 en them: | 
They caſt out the name of religion tobe-; 

guile ſome filly ſ#uls, pleading, God's Ordie 
zance and will for what they ſacrilegiouſly 
attempt againſt his A-eznted ones; as if that | 
ſpotleſs Purity, and purely perfeF Unity were: | 
too-. liberally divided into contradictions! | 
of its Own writ and patern. But he js the 
ſame ever conſtant and good God, who ſo 
far deteſteth. ſuch wickedneſs, that, by the 
decree: of his dreadful juſtice, .1s ordained 
for ſuch reprobates a place of endleſs bits 
terneſs and torment with zhe Divel and his 
Angels ( company ' and reward ſuitable to 
ſuchgalliſhſpirits, which triumph intortur+ 
ed reputations and .bloody delights;) into 
which the weight. of their fins will mol 
deeply repreſs and as oh Sin | 
1s a weighty evil, and fins againſt Autho- | 
rity are exceftive, but the largeſt term is 
too narrow for this, which capaciouſlly 
compriſeth a delign againſt the Powers cc- 
leſtial and terrene. Into the inferior parts 
ofthe battomlileſs pit, where the dregs of 
treaſured fury, mult this ſoaring ambition, 
unrepented of irrecoverably. fall. O letus 
humbly Sollicite Heavez begging for them 
the reſcue ' of repentance and the expiatory 


ik 6:5. blood 
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- Heod of that Innocent Lamb, whom they | 
.' | Religiouſly revile and perſecute, Let not 


our Importunate prayers, God 1s gracious ; 


deſtruftion of ſuck as by their daily tears, 


their reproachful words ſound louder than 


who knoweth but that he may turn, and 
have mercy upon them, although their pro, 
yocations have never ſo impetuouſly refiſt- 
ed his Clemency. | YE 
BUT although many whom they injure 
(doubtleſs) forget not this holy Office, ' 
this Divine Charge given by him , who did 
vouchſife to be a General SatisfaFion, and 
the Saviour of all, yet theſe would ( if 
poſlible) diſcourage all good ; and by their 
continuance,or rather their farther engage” 
ment in evil, endeavour to dull the ſharps 
eſt appetites of the moſt Noble Benefa- 
dors. Nothing ſerveth their turn, but the 


and continual prayers , defire to pacifie 
Gods Wrath juſtly kindled againſt ſuch uns 
conſcionable and mercileſs men , who bear 
an immortal hate to all, who will not a- 
gainſt Reaſon and Conſcience ſabſcribe to 
the violation of Religion. Some men think 
other mens obedience and good Govern- 
ment of life to be their ſins, as if it were ime 
peſlible for/ one man to be righteous with- 
out anothers condemnation, Indeed _ 

On- 


ſtri&tPiety.and exaCtneſs of abedience,upon 
whom yet their chief induſtry bath been im. | 
ployed to raiſe a ſeandal and publick odium, 

Ambitious and evil Neighbours know that 
their counterfeit blaze looſeth its admirati«. 
on inthe preſence of true brightneſs , and 
when the Heavenly Glories afford an un- 
velled luſtre : Therefore they will have 
them firſt beclonded and darkned, and af+- 
ter (as their power ſerveth) removed nearer 
Heaven, lelt their Propinquity ſhould over- 
power obſcuring vapours, and FEruth diſs 


covered ouly become admired. So ſtrange 
1d 


it 1s to conſider, that men, to whom God 
gave one only Original, ſhould,in build- 
ings of the ſame nature and compoſure,have. 
ſuch different furniture, in like frames of 
body have unlike minds; ſome bright, 
beautiful, and glorious 3 ſome dark, ugly, 
and ylle affections. Go too, impudent Zea- 
lots, and disband your bafe low thoughts 
which triumph in deſtruction, and count it. 
fit matter of applauſe to overthrow multi» 
- tudes for your diſlike to ſome; ſome whoſe 
eminency in good tortureth your envious 
hearts, Ceaſe to be your own Plague, and. 

make 
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make. a profitable exchange of Pride for 


Humility , and Self-demial , of Envy for 
contenting Charity. Only from Pride conn 
#h contention; thence cometh ſtubborn- 
neſs, diſloyalty, and diſobedience; thence 
come vain hopes, by which you, behold 
your Self-promiſed Canaan, towards which 
you Will needs walk through a Zed Sea. 
It is this that will not allow other men 
their deſerved commendations or rewards - 
Becauſe you think your ſelves diminiſhed 
by anothers Greatneſs , do you well to en- 
deavour to deject and trample upon him, 
that from off his bulk you may proclaim 
our own advancement ? That Emalatiort: 
s blameleſs, nay landable, which putteth 
men upon deſires of becoming equal to the 
beſt, not to the greateſt 3 whieh ſeekethnot a 
folitary happineſs, but wiſheth to all a Part- 
ner{hip, nay a fulneſs of that content which 
struly worthy Mans ſeeking , and above 
the reach of Fortune , excellent and dura- 
dle, But that which beſt befitteth Man is 
not alway in his deſires, nor is the honeſteſt 
way in requeſt and traverſed. Wicked 
men will not part with the Airy imaginati- 
on of ſome near felicity, for the promiſe of 


a future joy: They will not judicioully 


weigh the peril and uncertainties of their 
ungrounded 
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ungrounded hopes with the benefit -of in-! i 
ward peace, . and the certainty of the Cele-i | 
{tial Kingdom promiſed .to them who ſeck- | 
it, and its. righteouſneſs, They dettroy» hh 
themſelves far lack of knowledge, turning+ 
Religion into ungodlineſs, and a iye ; while: 
they would deceive others ,. they chictly; 
deceive themſelves:. They find their long-: 
entertained hope to become fruſtratez and: 
that whichſweetned their evil. travel, doch 
inthe'end turn to bitterneſs, and diſretiſh. + 

THIS is certain; yet cannot Expert-- 
ence. or Monititon 'gnide. them 1nto- more 
wholeſome ways: Cuſtom to do evil per-. 
{wadeth them to.go on, although the events. 
of others.counſe! a retreat ; and when theif/ 
Conſcience (notwithſtanding their Arts of 
ſuppreſſion }letteth fly into their faces any: 
juſt accuſation (as ſhe is moſt anvorrery 
then ſudden counſel delndeth them with. 
the periwaſiqn , that the Commiſſion of # 
ſceond (although greater) Villany , expias 
teth the former. So Cazz unnaturally mur? 
thered his Brother, as if this had. been the 
meetelt Sacrifice of Attonement which he 
could offer to his injured God. Our laviſh 
Reprovers, ſome time paſt, committed ma* 
Ey execrable and bloody fins; they would JI 
now filence them, by laying upon themthe [9 
heavy [| 
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: ſavy 7 Foundation of a ſecond "Rebalione 


fitend to reat the fortmer \'we may know 
i their rettining, andin this manner exhi- 


wh Twar, Pride, Maltte, and Ehvy. 


| We npon, The Plot falleth : Ir is chiefly 


 fihko for the churches fake thatin their que- 


{ [ffous-relationsthey give any oblique glans 


- [&ripon his Wajefty. They diff-ke thepre+ 
- Ihr Po RE 29; of hubDb- zirs, and'all 


- (whether high orlow) who favourably mm- 
ite to the fyrthetance of Her Peace. For 


price by fr ) _ found it metry 
Ms in & 
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kh as love 


 [fhtive', bur the fall of the-one'is the riſin 
 Pof the other, © Now it is manifeſt, that the 


; who have hererofore given moleſtation to : 
' [the Church and Stare, malt cither obſtinare- 


purſue cheir firſt conrſs; or elſe openly 


and 


Kieher is the' Foundation different, bur 
l fe ſame with "the formet;  Atid that they 
1p to: publick view the Enfigns.of rivole 


"NO W unleſs they fihde'a Canſe to ar ; 


; nh chay'eall the ſelling Souls for a franc 


i045 trou leg waters, attd 
fth a Renovation of the or nprts Thence | 


"a foro ay for her Peart: 2 'ſhovl, ro: : 
br. Such” Jppofires cagrior both at once - 


iccuſe themſelves'of Rebellion , or at Jeaſt  * 
| of Errour. They cannot digeſt the latter, '*. 


/ 
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2nd.the formet having proved more advaigſ} 
tagious, more, forcibly perſwadeth and ayfy 
gSyeth- a {elt-defence.to be :Les 'timate, as ; 
authorized by. the. Law of Nature: And f 
although themſelves; only, diſturb the Pubs 1q 
tiek-;Pcace, ,yet their own diſſention mult} 
be termed..only.. a . Guardant Vigilangy;h 
And: ;when) they. calumniate their F ather, | 
F 

( 


and revile theit, Mother, the better to coun-ſ 
tenance their unnatural Riots,. this muſt heſ* 
eſteemed but a. forced diſcqvery. of ap» [| 
proaching / miſchiefs. Indeed. it was. ever[|t 
ſeen, that unreaſonable men, who make, noſ 
Conſcience of any aftions,, plead, for Julth 
fication, zecel/ity,, which urgeth them for: 
ward to the vindication of publick wrongs, 
and the. reducing the loſt, Order of Religh 
on. For the common people's eaſily oven 
ſwayed atictions, being drawn. alide wit 
pen weighty imputations as theſe men con, 
fidently. alledge, will ,not, be counterbah 
lanced..and, drawn aright b 


. . 


]. draw! by the confiders; 
rigns, .that:Rebellion 1s no fic.Coerlive fe 
any, Superiours inordinate, carriage 3 that 
ap Inferiour, way, not be.diſobcdicnt , bg 
cauſe a Superiour may ſometimes: happen0 
ſome things.to be miſadviſed : And theres 
fore it1s hk to their purpoſes, auds 
Ger calumzigrt:; and then ſome FhingaY 
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Chap. VI. breeking out into Rebellion. 155 
x ſure to; {tick cloſe ; whereby they will 
a the abuſed Vulgar ( their beſt Inſtrus, 
ents) with 'the' lighter examination. If 
: n rhere appeareth any thing good, that 
}all be either fomewhat barbed of its Ho- 
your, or alrogethet flandered with a bad 
{tention - arid evil end; if any ation 
*h ambiguous; it ſhatl be no TefG than 
ollerably evil. andif there do happen 
afmall failing (as, God help, the wiſeſt 
a TEES. prevent) that ſhall be” fo 
&&xtrouſly managed, fo craftily | augmented, 
* every circumſtance ſhall opear a ſins 
4 one poor fault, which rather denoteth 
Womanity than Impiety, ſhall be 'termed, a 
tion to , nay, a"common prattiſe of 
ickednels,' Then having. told their tale 
tioothly , the cloſe of all is Enſe reciden- 
&2; the Sword muſt inftate all"in order." 
'T HUS although they ſeem to breath 
tthttg bur Caolel(tial Sweets" and with 
tie--ftrength thereof to drive away the 
Wxious vapoyrs of impority 5 though God 
Mid Kelig: ion be their whole diftourſe,which 
hakibe a tokemof their near relation-to 
| ayeEn ; "yet to the meekneſs of 4 Chriſtian 
Vaſes, and "the Divinity of Concord, 
notInclined , tor the way of peace 
have they "not hbdh. Gods Kinedome was 
£ O2 never 
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..,who from the Throne of Grace behaldel p 


al 
| 


4 


thing but a burning Hatred lying hid under 


arch Hypocrifiez inſtead of publick good, |! 
avarice and particular ſelf-ends: God then]: 
forbiddeth ſuch ſervice, and, no man can | 
foreſee any good to follow. Now to tell 
us. of ſincere Religion in the contempt of the 
Divine Law, or to demonſtrate the Utility | 
accrewing to.the Commonwealth by a Civilſ 
War, muſt be, by ſuch mad perſwaſtong,|* 
that none: but men deſtitute of Wit aig |* 
Grace can gtve or receive them. It 1s very 


ſtrange, that men of any Natiiral F acultig , 
ſhould abandon themſelves to the curſe offi 
a fruitleſs Study, renouncing Reafon to: 


extol Whimſles and Vanity : For if this bg? 


; 
2, 
I” 


haviour, with the moſt artificial gloſs, cad 


be any other , who. can determine of ;the|? 


hope of Sincerity, and the Crown of Tncop f 
ruption? Sarely the people,could not. thw|* 
imagine a vain thing, but that like Foal £ 
they have ſaid in' their hearts, there is. at|* 
God; or that the Lord doth not ſee, weith®|* 
doth the Almiehty regard: it ; but let thei 
ot be deceived, for God is not mocked: 
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fee Innocent, with an 7mpartial eye kerh 
ml wickedneB6'of the ungodly ;z and that 
. tothe intent that he may bring down proud 
Jer th and the mouth that jpeaketh giaes 
MPS. 
al 'HO W dearly. fome ten love Commits 
hons, and will not have reaſon to per{wade, 
1 [but violenceto 9btriide upon mens Conſci 
, ences , not-what is :indeed fitting; but what 
4 themſelves defire ! Let them take heed, left 
{ troubles and commotions, unavoidably ſet. 
as, (2g upon.them-, ſcorch their bowels. with 
id endleſs flames. even more piercing ang in» 
ry folerable than ' their Adminiitrations- of 
es 


purifie the Kingdom, But were theſe great 
| ftamours, theſe outcryes upon the Govern+ 
went and Eftablifher , r.-pon. the Clergy and 
their Proteor , ſuch Truths as the Repor= 
jiers ſpeak. them , yet Picty reſolverh. men 
lato compaſſion : 3 and according to Chrifts 
[42d the Chwrches , both direftion and\prg- 
" | tiſe, prayers for them , who make unwar- 

a@|{2ntable breaches | upon the holy. Cam- 
P A wandment, are the molt uſual Weapons: of 
aitheir Reforming, and meek-Re yenge. Fhe 
{gentle cocrſive of prayer for Kings , ,arid 
hIvhoſe who are in Autbority, doth undoubt- 
ef Sdly mqye Heayen , and A Earth to. a 
I O 3 ſacred 
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Terrours , whereby they would ſeem to - 


198 Of the frequent deſires of" Chap.VT,}" 
ſacred compliance with its 3ajeſtick Foun: 
der”, fooner than any. whatſoever compul; 
five. Arts of wrathful contrivance. Prayer 
and tears are'of an excellent. power ,' mai 
king the heavy minds of the molt diſobe« 
dient and wicked to aſcend-Heavenward, 
contemplating that compaſſionate Goods 
eſs which revealeth it ſelf to them , who 
were long ignorant of it. Rivers of water} 
run.down mine eyes, becauſe they keep not thy 
Law , ſaid a moſt curious patern of Holt 
neſs,” who thought this remedy more pre 
valent, than-any. within the reach of his 
Temporal (though Regal) power. Muck 
greater reaſon (doubtleſs;: hath a Subjett 
to bear with his Superiour :-: But if the 
Royal Dignity think not ſcorn to lay aſide 
the Sword, and turn Execution into mourn. 
ful Interceſſion,, how much more willingly 
ſhould every Subject. put on devout Hw 
lit ,, the glorious Badge of his Chriſtian 
Profefſror , which bringerh down the Di- 
- vine'Grace as fructifying thowres upon the 
barren hills ?+.If theſe open. mouths ſpeak 
truth; yet «ſhould they} know:.when to 
ſpeak, and when to conceal it, all _ 
being not. to-be uttered, Neither indeed 
would' any but a brood. of carſed Cham 
' immodeſtly utter 'ro. rhe world , and with 
;Þ 5 oo al 


\ | Chap. VI, breaking out into.Btbell7an, 199: 
2n obſcene. finger -point-out: their Fathers 
rakedrneſs; Truly their Fathers open infir 
mity diminiſheth not the :;bafeneſs of their 
mpudence and.ſcoffs, nor freeth them from 
the danger of the approaching ' doom , 
which is {tifly.--dragged, forward in: the 
Chains of ſuch. unnatural. viflany. But 
prayer (which-pybliſheth nothing ſpeaking 
to him alone, . who .knoweth. all: things) 
naketh a ſpeedy alteration of. hearts ,. not 
much covering the ſhame: of ſome paſt 
miſcarriages , as; transforming all-giving 
Grace to.a ſometime ſpotted.and disfigured 
pind. They then who contemn.this-way of 
Reformation, doin vain pretend to zeal 
and uprightneſs : For God having joyned 
bis Fear , and the Kings Honpur together; 
+ Iitis a ſtrange fallacy in their courſe of life; 
, | i#ho diſhonour the Kizg and [his neareſt 
< | Miniters, to give the clearer demonſtrati: 
: {9ns of their fear of the King'of Kings. * 
>AG AIN, were there ſo much truth in ' 
> fitleir words as might make the condition 

; $9 thoſe on whom they ſeek to faſten their 
go | @putations, to need or deſerve their pity, 
{ind were theſe Correctors bf others realty 
4 {inclined ro att only within the lines of-pub+ 
« Flick benefit, yet ſober perſons would '(be: 
| {Ore they enter upon any ſuch a&ions) 
1 1288 O4 conlider 
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confider whether good may be obtained as 
 ablefling ; whether one good may' be in: 
trodyced without diſplacing a rei 
good , or jatroducing as great an evil to 
counterbalance i it. That / mott Pjous: and 
Judicious King very pertinently asked this 
queſtion » What good man had not rather 
"want' what 'he moſt deſired for the peoples 
good, than obtain it by unlawful and irrelix 
gions means? Itisthe glory of every good 
"man to hear the applauſe, but withal by 
worth to entit]e himſelf to the name of 4 
 Pablick Fenefaffar, No man is fo prodiga] 
of his Soul, as to inſtate others in Paradiſe 
with his own Damnation; to procure ins 
largement of Religion. F reedom to a peo: 
ple by ſuch-foul means as the. Purity. 
Religion abhorreth :: But, no man can ex 
ho Divine Bleffing, who to his actions 

th not the Seal of the Divine Approbs 
tion ; -much leſs can he fi incerely love God, 
orſtudy Popular Redemption, who Ioveth 
not. himſelf, buthath delivered himſclf c+ 
Ver a Captive to the Enemy of all goodnek 
+ and ſincere felicity, : For a man- boldly to 
ftandup, and bravely'1 ro acquit himſelf in 
the :defence. of, God's and his. Countris | / 
Cane, is deſeryedly reputed a moſt wort "— 4 
ſervice; a ſervice,as every where comm bi yo 
| hy a G | 
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74 | Chap. VI. breaking oft inte Rebellion, 19h 


mating it as a ſtrange 'thiig, that Vice 
1hould correct Vice, and Satars Kingelows 
/ be divided, God, whoncedeth' not any help 
for the ſupport of 'Truths ever bright ſhinie- 
-1ng Taper, much lefs needeth # F 
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able,ſo by Chriſtians generally: to be under- 
taken:But therv there muſt-be no by intereſt 
twiſted together with his,/ ( for that is the 
yay to weaken. the hep that camethr down” 
tom the Almighty ) neither any ways at- 

tempted bur commendable and honeſt, leſt 
the honour of the Good Cauſe be. buried 
in the infamy of the needlefs and bad fſuc-. 
cours, and God give ſucceſs according to 
the ways wherein they, who preterid for 
him, do walk and act. He whoentreth up- 

on a Religions War mult be.Gods Commi- 
foner , and no way abuſe his credit, by ex- 

ceeding his Commiſſion, or diverting into 
private Ciſtetns the courſe of thoſe ſtreams. 
which God appointed for a general fatisfa+ 
G&ion. If he tranſpreſs., heis not what he 
would be in Opinion , either Gods Ser- 
vant, or the peoples BenefaCtor ; he 1s but 


the ontward Repreſentative of that goad 


Which he preacheth , ſtuffed up with bate- 
nels, and peltilent miſchiefs. Now #how 


-who abhorreſt Idols, doſft then commit Sarvi- 


ledoe ? This was the Apoſtles queſtion, ntl. 


rty' and. 


moulding 
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mouldring frame, wherein to fix it, which 
with its unclean fickleneſs would foul and 
obſcure it. Men, who make no conſcience of 
their wayes, yet would ſeem eminent in 
the promotion of good, are not differing 
from a ſmutty collier with his foul fingers 
taking hold of a moſt /purely white gar- 
ment ; whoſe very handling it rendred it 
quite contrary to what it was, changing its 
pleaſing beauty into an hew not onely un- 
pleaſatit but odious. He, who intendeth 
any. Man any great good, but for the ef- 
feQting thercot treadeth indireCft and evil 
paths, maketh that good he intendeth ng 
go0d. Sin deformeth the Agent with an 
ugly leproſie ,. and the contagion cleaveth 
to all, that paſſeth through his hands fo 
that he, who receiveth the benefit, cannot 
but much loath, it ſeeing how and whence 


tt, came, If many good- things are not. 


good, being immoderately deſired, certainy 


ly they muſt needs be bad being viol ntly_ 


and. illegally obtained. 


T HIS generation-of men, who: reſtleſs 


ſpirits-ſeek continually. matter of 'new mil- 
cheites, whoſe privy ſlanders and too too 


publick complaints are ng leſs then the al- 


arms of war, cannot. be miltaken or defam- 


ed, 1 termed- t.rbulgat and prone to re- 
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| contrary - points) be ſoon changed from a 


bellion; for the ſeeds of diſcordare ſown 
in them, and the forward ſprouts ſhew they 
kave taken deep root. Diſlention'is all 
they ſpeak, all they a&t'3 for -indeed they 
re wholly at variance with themſclves. 
With.the ſame-Tongue they ſpeak ditfte- 
rent Janguage, with the ſame hands they a&t 
contrary things; and- with the ſame feet they 
walk both forward and backward,and are fo 
together contrariety, that we may think 
Natzre in framing them had been forgetful. 
of her uſual courſe, and taking rhe Poets 
particalam undique diſſeF am had ſocompol- 
ed'them of far different materials, Of them 
is the Sinner (which holy Writ mentioneth) 
that goeth two ways, and the ſame crew 
they. out of whoſe month proceedeth bleſſing 
md curſing. Their words, while ſometimes 
they, ſeem ſo inoffenſive that they diſcover 
nothing . in the mind, but what is of di. 
vine inſpiration, ſhall (as the winds from 


theriſhing mildneſs into the extreams of'a 
ſcortching heat, or. a nipping chilneſs, He, » 
that thiaketh they either.{peak as they mean, 
orwill ad according to their publick profef-. 


them, nor can himſelf be known for a man of 
peircing.judgement, His innocent ang ſim= 
tt ple 


202 Of theſtequent deſires of  Chap,VL 
ple credulity will excuſe him, however his 
diſcretion cannot commend him. He. who 
after ſo many experiments of their ſincerity 
daily given to the World, will credit rather 
their words then their deeds, his counſels 
ſhall nor (through God's bleſling ) be the 
Ground work of my ſecurity. .--1 bear in. 
mind that ſacred Kings acknowledgement 
of what obſervations of them he had taken, 
when he telleth us that his repulſe at Hal 
had made him ſee clearly through all the piow | 
diſguiſes, and ſoft palliations of t hoſe many, 
whoſe words were ſmoother then oyl, yet werk 
they drawn Swords, None ſeem more joys 
ous at the Kings proſperity, no wiſhes in 
ſhew more hearty then theirs, that whats 
ſoever he taketh in hand may proſper, that 
God would give him his hearts deſire, anll | 
prevent him with the bleſſungs of goodneſs, 
But all this notwithſtanding they do but 
bleſs with their mouths and curſe inwardly. 
For if a real victory crown the heads of 
his brave ſpirited Captains, and becume 
an additiogal ſplendor to his ſcep rer, doubts 
are preſently raiſed whether there be more 
truth or a op in the relations. And com? |; 


_ monly with theſe ſcruples are intermixet | 
aflertions of events contrary to authorized I; 
publications, end molt calily dp they _ ; 
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- | Chap. VI. breaking owt into Rebellion. $03 
ſuch ſpirits into the vanquithed as make 


[them immediately become conqueters. 
0 | Their reports. ſhew their defires, Their 


mnwillingneſs to hear of the Kingdomes 
proſperity, their readinefs toſonnd forth the | 
enemies triumphs ſpeak the diſcord of their 
affections and Tongues and withal this cer- 
T0 tain truth, that although peace be 7 their 
wouthes., thete is war-in their hearts. \fA\nd. 
the defices thereof they attempting ta. c0- 
yer with zeal their religion is like the unlve- 
by Bird neer the Altar, which being in the 
place of werſhip; dy-its 'ominons notes ter- 
ffieth the! adorers, fillingthenr with the ad 
expectation | of calaimtots events, Th 
ſeem frequent in prayer for Iracl avd ht 
peace of ferulalem, whew they are rimning 
weedily after the error of Balaam ſor reward. 
lie whom they / in publick'bfe/s, bur inf{e- 
eret give the zmrderozs connjels of fir, that 
they may bring a plague upon the whole con- 


-'T HESE. are a-generation that' ſet not 
their hearts aright neither mind the welfare 
of- any. | However they rake 1pon them” 
* | the. care of others; they arethe corraption 
"| of the age. Looking back uponthe ehrivs . 
* | ing- profperiny!of the precedeing peacctble”0 >» 
ge , and. the:ſudden alterations upbn the: | 
WRC | ap- 
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pearance of. this turbulent crew , 4 We 
find that from them cometh the cauſe of this 
juſt complaint, that ever lince 3! 


neo ds &<- oped febrile. 
Terri incubnit cohbors;. 


Ang that Is the crown » of FY Hh torr 
faleref the foot, is ſcarce any thing left fins 
cere, , Now if the Phyſician'hea} not him» 


ſelf;-.it will be thought a breach of wiſdom 


for . any to coummit-himlelf_ as:a Patient to 
him,, whoſe want of skil appeargth too too 
vifibly in open ſores, and an'infirm body, 
The-inſtructors of others ſhould be more 
excellent in-purkty of Life, and abilities of 
Learaing , than. ether men are. He is, i 
this cafe, the/beſt Phyſtian; who hath teen 
lange(} a PraRiitioner upon himſelf. The 
belt wen may«beſt reprove; Men who ate 
Eloquent i in ather mens; errours, and plead 
their own Cauſe with much partial artitice; 
work'no- good in a. Commonwealth:; 'for 
the | Partics reproved retort; upon ' thee 
their own crimes, and think themſelves 
well juſtified: by:their -bulie Tutors <Hſe 
vered. ſhame. 
WERE then . their Obſervations cers 
ln gi; and thetc Reports' nb-: way 0 all 
| On 6a 


\ 


: —_—_ ca. [ Lk 


Mm which had not ſome Moles and blemifl o> 
-L 1 but 1 'am confident, thar for Doctrine and 


© | knot (I ſpeak withrefpe&t only to the Kings 
Ti Dominions,): toaſt of Pious and Learned 
M1 Church -Governonrs and Paſtonrs, Yet fo 


_ 
4+ 
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"| pected, to pry into the defects of other 


, 
x 


leaſt varying from the freight line of 
Truth , yct for ſuch as'have been hereto- 
fore (not barely privily ſeditious, butY 0- 
penly rebellious, and deſervedly (tilt ſui- 


| know not : Some ſmall humours may arife 


\ | tempting a Cure by deſperate Remedies.” Tt 
©| muſt be acknowledged, that there never 


| equal to the"beſt; and [that few- Ages of 


mens integrity ,-and ſhamelefly to publiſh 
their Conceptions, dorh not ſo much di. 
miniſh the good repute of the Accuſed, as 
increaſe the infamy. of the Accufers. What 
may be ſaid of the manners of ſome, I 
in the - healthieſt body; and where only 
ſuch appear, ' there is no neceflity of at- 


was Church' fo beautifully flouriſhitig 's 


Diſcipline, our'Chxrch is (to fav no more) 


tbriſtianity could; more than can this pre-> 


bud. an outcry raiſed by ctamultuous Zea- 
lots hath been heard , as if Religion were 
Kified in- the Neſts. of Impurity, and her 
bleſſed Light: extinguiſhed by thoſe ap- 
pointed to keep it ſtill flaming." But this 


(as 


> 


cable malice; will not permitthem to catnsJ; 
mend or owh: thts Goodneſs and Charity, |* 
but provoketh: them. to. deprave that and]? 
flander, him} and :his. © And feeing how af 
the, ſame time, | when they reproach. tiit 
Church, they: calumniate 'the King, I caw{* 
not. but applaud! that moſt judicious owyp 
42 - ſervation of that. moſt vererabll; 
Ser.in Pſal - Martyr Land, That thoſe men, Wills 
74:22, ave \ſacrilegious againſt God all; 
2:1 5. bis. Charch, arefor the neighboukl”. 
beod of the fin, the likelieſs men to offer vil|* 
Jence 10 the: honor of Princes and their pit” 


& > * ow F 
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+ [ſonsafterward. . They, who will notſpare 


gainſt his- ſacred perſor, ſeeing it ts certain 
that a diſeſteemed Prince is more than half 
_ [debarred of his regal power, which none 
Jattempt, but. ſuch as would;if poffible, ut- 
« [terly dethrone him, that- themſelves ' rhay 
v. ſtep up , and. turn jnſt | Regiment into 
 txecrable Tyranny, and the Beauty of Holi= 
neſs into a. Maſs of confaſſon. 
-1:F OR theſe bleffings do the people yeild 
-Jthemſelves, to: be reduced and hearken to 


+ 1&5 true, better things promiſed ; but it'is 
| [range that: men; whom no performances 


; [have juſtified, ſhould yet find a ready be- 


v, &s,. as if woful- experience had giventhem 
il p caution, Each man may at pleaſure ſee 

{|9c reward .wherewith fuch maſters grati- 
” ke thcir followers, even the ſamethat L#- 


ny 
#4 
IN 


%* 


Itents, who draweth them by the falfe repre- 
zþ[Sntations :of liberty, to the tortures of 
Je cruelleſt thraldome, What between 


vl E they induſtrioully ſcatter) many are fit- 


1h ted for commotion, as their language inti-' 
ap[atcth,:they ſpeak ſo expertly afterthels - 
ad D | 


f 'L: : np 
; | b : "oh 
on or 


[a Princes honour, will dare any thing a- | 


+ [their inlinuations ſo eagerly, They have, 


+Iicf, and that the-people court'their abu- 


afer  conferreth+upon his begniled: inſtru. | 


yikar and hope (the deceitful cauſes where- 


teachers... 


———  _d PY 
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" 


teachers. Matters of Hope arenot entertain+ 
j ed, unleſs ſome fearful ſuggeſtions inters 
vene. Therefore when we uſe either pre 
ventives or remedies, the fear of an evil 
induceth us to uſe ſuch means, as we Hope; 
will remove; the incumbent , or preſerve 
us fromenſuing matter of dread. But fre; 
quently as. men are poſleſled with empty 
Hopes, ſo are they (as it were) diſpolleſied] 
of themſelves by caxſeleſs fears. Such are 
the Fears and Hopes fomented by ſeditiousÞ 
mmrmurers, What fear of innovation - ini 
Religion Or Government have the royal 
counſels or aftions jultly cauſed 2 Where; 
we fee irreſiftible Conſtancy andthe Defem- 
der of tbe Faith ſtanding up in the defence}, 
of it, why ſhould we groan.under ſuſpitions, [; 
and: like timorous hares ſtart when there]; 
is nodanger, deſerting the wood for the; 
winds ruſtling among the dry leaves? Thoſe; 
valiant ſoulders' were juſtly. derided, quo: 
pulvis motius fuga pecorum exnit caſirls.|; 
When we either break' our peace or rull 
from. our juſt defence upon noiſes wel 
know not whence . coming or where #jg 
riſing ,, ſuch ridiculous things do we be}, 
| come. So is it alſo when vain Hopes ſe 
4 duce us, and we fall to planting Paradiſe]; 
in the Ocean, Canmen, w#ſtable a wa " 
Fg . wnogs: 


rs 


| 
2 
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'©; [do they deſire it. Would they then give 


Ve Jthe ſame meaſure of felicity to their fol- 


 flpwers, which they Hope for themſelves? 
.; [We ſee the utmoſt of it, it is at belt but 
fin” inſecure and changeable eſtate. 'Yet 

; this minute/and treacherous bliſs ſel= 


ſhis /eaders promiſes. Ambition loveth to 
® fifcend and then cauſe the dejefted ladder to 
* be burnt, becauſe there ſhall be no climbing 
for others by the fame aſcent, nor any pat- 
tern remain to inſtru& others inthe ways 
* Jof advancement. Without teaching the 
frople Rebellion theſe mens defigns never 


m to acknowledge the -meaner help," or 


! rations of gratitude to "inferiours 3 5, but 


"[#g motions; tmalt equally- ſubmit to the 
| ſcourge atid- flazze. ' Onely the fiſt 
Wfers may 'poſhbly have: the favour 
[like the 7venter of the Brazen Bull) to. 
tave the firſt taſte of their mercileſs pows: 
[: The unfortunate Hothams(not tarecount . 
P 2 


ome hath the blind votary any more then 


; take effect.” If the / ringleaders thereby 
ok ain their "ends, it is no-prudence'in | 
e 


— 


RE who cannot brook a jult proſperity under. 
[4 Ppioxs Prince, everenlarge onr happineſs? 
[They dread nothing more then reſt, and. 
vi ſecurity 5 as-they know it not, '{o neither 


fe; as well ay the oppoſers of their towr= + 


—_ + 


[ 
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any more)area notable example of the kind , 
remunerations of ſuch ſeryices under ſuch{; 
Lords, Thus may the people ſee who is moreſj 
fitto ſway'the Scepter, our King, the undoubhg 
ed Heir ef -the Crown, who when upon jull t 
Zground ke might have required it, is tender 
and ſparing of blood; or thoſe who care not 
what ctiuſtons they make, fo that their wilk | 
may be effe&ed. And ſurely ſuch as}, 
their road toward what they covet, ſuch 
are their walks when in poſlcflion, . tern 
bly coloured-and polluted with blood and 
(laughter, - For every ambitious man, (be 
his Words never ſo oyly . and ſeeming (lj 
ly ſanctified)  tantium wt noceat cupit eſe 
porens. | 3 3 ; 

AND now that theſe are their aims; 
more then, probable. Men ſhould not befj; 
charged with-the higheſt crimes upon ſlight I; 
ſuſpition 5 for then would not the pureſt ins}; 
nocence eſcape the fouleſt ſtains, whilelt |, 
aggravated: miſtakes ſhould be unpardong [; 
ble ſins. But 1 could wiſh my felf inthis 
caſe miſtaken and raſb, being unwilling to |; 
folter a defagung prejudice, It the ſeerayg | 
men of this age would cenſure-me, I ſhould |; 
gladly . condemn my. ſelf, and: with mor 
| 


_ joy publickly retrat then now accuſe; | 
which I. certainly. do compulfively , ne 


wW 
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'LICka 


d fyich delight, But brag by. their Tight 
ch formed , I may rather be ſaid to. ſpeak 
'£ Stheir opinions then mine own private ſen- 
hr fments or diſcoveries. And I farther wiſh 
that the contrivances of theſe men were 
privately agitated, that they came within 
the veiw of the ſharpeſt judgments o1ely, 
Ik and were not by themſelves proclaimed 
por the houſe tops, that mea eyen of the 
feriour ranks might behold them end be 
ſurprized with previous conſternati- 
ons+ before they give the blow. They 
faunt as if prevention were too Jate and 
tnat their formidable powers mult be re- 
trained more by ſubmiſſion then reſiſtance, 
4 commotion may well be thought con- 
trived, when abetted, and tqo too near 
execution, when jultified, and theſe copious 
wdulgences they have received, ſaid to be 
given them rather through fear and fa- 
pour, I indeed think them deceived in 
al reſpeCts (as It Is no maryel that decett 
ſhou)d be part of the deceivers judgment), 
and do beleive that neitherfear norfavornr, 
but ſome compaſſionate thoughts of trying © 
« wayes of amendment might wreſt trom 
fb kind a Prizce a conſent for . freedom, 
»IFhich allowed doth frequently make min 
Iybo are not Frogether paſt Hopes, aſham- 
bl "'P 2 
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ed of their former ations and defires, and 
ſooneſt worketh a reformation. In like 
. manner am 1 perſwaded that notwithſtand] 
Ing their boaſted numbers a time)y indilfe 
{try may put aftop to the growth of theſf' 
potent inſolence, The ſwellings wheredf 
if neither prayers nor tears, no lenitives off! 
balſames can aſlwage, to let the whole be|/ 
ſeized upon and corrupted 1s not anely[' 
an unſeaſonable but a mercileſs pity. In | 
deed the hardeſt hearts when they come to! 
uſe the harſheſt means for the patients re! 
covery, cannot but have ſtrong confli&y? 
between commiſeration and judgement; 
which later nevertheleſs ſpeaketh the othe 
Oſelefs, and with men of a we!l-ballancellſ 
temper condemneth it,.not becauſe it hath 
uſed many -of the mildeſt correCtives, but 
becauſe after a long ineffectual application 
neceſlity it felf hath not been argumenf/ 
enough prevailing for an alteration. Wha 
we fee the ſame conrſes followed by whid' 
"ve before ran into deſtrution ; when wi 
hear the Azthors thereof fearleſly juſtifying; 
their former ations, and find them botlf/ 
| actively ſtrengthening their parts with dailfſ” 
_— ſupplies, and with all more then imagina{ * 
ble and too ſucceſsful Arts, diſcouragin” 
and weakping the Loyal hands ; when the” 
or: On proudly. 
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:naproudly obje# Power , Wealth 'and Multi- 
:kaltzdes, to rebate the ſharpeſt and molt fins 
adjJcere affections; when they infinuate the: 
Jitddenger in which: his Fe/owers are 5 when 
\ehJthe Leader is apprehenfive of their rich and 
ecffſupernumerary' abilities; nay, when they | 
; of plainly ſpeak the contradi#:on of them in 
 beſaby of their ways to be neceffarily am in- 
eſfy[yolving the Kingdom in another Civil! War: 
In-| Whether doth this tend , but to make up 
. to] this concluſion, They affe@ Superiority, and 
red if we will not be inſnared , we muſt be beaten 
fro Subje@tion £ 47364 El 
t;] * SOME not o fully debauched with hor- 
:«) Fid intemperances as others, I may urge to a _. 
ej conſideration of their own language requir- 
th) ing ofthemſatisfation, how they can juſiifie 

| themſelves, whence they can plead a necefli- 
| ty of arms, who have indeed all the faireſt 
#4 motives, that reaſozable men and Chriſtians 
1. are capable of toinduce them to ſubmiſſion 
a1 and quierneſs? Now tt is ſaid that that war is 
x. juſt, which is necefiary,and-that is neceflary, 
4. quod bec babet tria juſta,anthorem can- tip. pol, 
1 Ja#2 &- finer. But in theſe over bullied 4. 5 
jj. Men appear none of theſe : the 4xthor;.1n no 
a4 reſpeCt juſt; whoſe proceedings nothirig can 
4 Juſtifie ; a Caxſe utterly wanting 3 and(asex- 

> /perience hath ſchooled us)the End is nothing 


q P 4 _ 
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but a-deſire of inflicting upon others the 
Plagues of miſery and confuſion, it is #2; 
tum ut noceant.; Moreover-if there were 
all theſe. three, yet were it not barely ans 
chriſtian but: inhumane to endeavour +9 
raiſe ſuch tumults as cannot, once raiſed; 
be again {t1]led without: ſhedding innocent 
blood, where the matter might be compoſs 
ed by. milder means. : War ſhould be 
our laſt worldly refuge, when our adver« 
ſfaries will be. ſatisfied with no reaſon, nor 
ſuffer us to enjoy our rights whether ſpz 
ritual or temporal unlef; we out reach them 
with the longer ſword. In fuch cauſes a 
warlike weapon may become a Chriſtzan 
hand, and Religion will not think it a ſhame 


to lodge under an helmet, . God doth 


-himſelf ſometimes teach mens hanas to war 
and their frgers to fight. But it 1s when 
he ſheweth them _no.other way or remedy, 
when himſelf hath put the ſword into their 
hands. - A ſubje& then 1s at no. time thus 
ſupplied ; neither if he take up armes. a> 
oainſt the lawful! Powers can thoſe armes. 


be- pious but. . nefarious. - All . matters: 


which-may ſeem .ſo to concnr as to juſti- 


fie the cauſe, cannot here frame the leaſt. 
plea, becauſe God hath expreſlely- forbid-" 
_ den war againſt the Kizg, as in word. ang 
mt hs = 
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[deed fo alſo in thought. What therefore 


2:| he hath prohibited, none will preſume to 


at, who knoweth his Lords will and re- 
« |vereth his axthority. Neither let any be 
6 [perſwaded to- the leaſt entertainment of. 
[ſuch arguments of juftification, whereby e= 
vil men ſeek to make therr ſpurious thoughts 
itimatez For that which God's infinite 
[#:/dome calleth not ſo, mans art can never 
« [make awzereſſuty. * | | 
-W AR is begun in words the tongue 
ſtriketh' before the hands. That ſeeketh 
Jhrſt to wonnd, and is alway ready to de- 
fend, He, who cannot with his tongue 
maintain the uprightneſs of his Canſe, wilt. 
[ſcarce be thought ſufficient to defend it 


hb ] with his hands ; Thence it is that the world 


- [is filled with ſo many ſeditious inveaives. 

n [Thus Treachery maketh'its own guard, and 
with theſe it annoyeth-thoſe againſt whom 
itateth. But as al] aftual War againſt Su- 
periours 1s by God forbidden, fo is it his 

Indiſpenſible Command ,, Thou ſhalt not 
s. [ſheak evil of the Ruler of thy People ; no e- 
$ [vil, although he deſerveth it, much lefs in- 
- [juriouſly :: Yet this they do, accounting it 
£ [their excellency, and pretene by ſo doing 
-" [to practiſe the: means of ſecurity. They 
| [bind unto them the mnltitude with thele 
-> 2508 | Bands 


I. ct. es 


Bands of faiſhoods and although they are' 
active to their Princes diſhonour, and their 
own ruine, flatter them with hopes of beuig 
more proſperous and happy. | 

BUT it is not much that they endea- 
vour by reproaches to ftir up the Sbje& 


againſt his Kirg, when they pretend that e- 


ven Heaven it ſelf is in their complicacy : 
or rather it-is no wonder that they mirid 
Rebellion againſt an Earthly Prixce, that 
they beſpatter him and his, when they ſpare 
not the moſt ſublime Glorzes of the Celeſtial 
Hierarchy , telling the world that thelſe 
Motives come from God, and that the An* 
gels rejoyce in theſe undertakings.” Yet not» 
withſtanding their vaunts, I muſt be til} 
uncharitable. in believing the contrary: 
For he who runneth may ſee enough to fa. 
tisfie him, thac the Lord is not in this Whirl. 
wizd., Hope of afliſtance fiom Heaven they 
can have none, who indeed feek it not, but 
ſtand in defiance againſt it. Such as truſt in 
Gods Power are led by his $8pirit and 
Peace with Innocency is the way into which 


the holy Spirit leadeth thoſe who ſubmit to 


his meek rules and guidance - Pure lips, 


and an undefiled heart, he expecteth as the] 
Pledges of his Favours, Being preſented]: 


with theſe, he bringeth the Authors, by. the 
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[forementioned paths, to the ſecure polleſli. | 


6n-of his'Tabernacle pitched without hanas, 
id ſtand upon his holy Hill , and be made un- 


' | #oveable Pillars in his holy Temple, But 
' how do many, who ſtudy not the great be. 


fefits of being found (like the beauteous 


[and wiſe Virgins with their irimmed Lamps) 
readily prepared with theſe graces, deceive 


themſelves with the glimmerings of ſucceſs, 
fven while they hear God denouncing the 


'Thunders of his wrath againſt ſuch Profti- 


tutes of fin? Much more dolI wonder, how 
God, or the World to come, can be in theit 
thoughts and lips, ard they not preſent]y 
fall into ar extaſte of horrour, The medi- 
tation of our approaching end, is the moſt 
neceſſary thought to take up both the be» 
pinning and continuance of our life.” Our 
chief ſtudy ſhould be to die well, which is 
along Art, and ( conlidering the violent 
diſtempers of our nature) none of the ea» 
feſt. It moreover requireth a- peaceable 
time; but i» War, the Sword devonreth owe - 
as well as another, How much Chriſtiat 


then can he be, who is refolutely contriving 
an entrance into the Field without the Di. 
wine Guidance, and looketh death in the 
face, prattiſing Rebellion, not knowing but 


that in a moment he muſt give an account 
to 


4 a 


| 
| 
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to his injured and angry Judge 2 Or how 


much is his Zeal to be accounted of., who. 


prodigally waſteth his treafure of Reaſon, | 


wherewith God hath been pleaſed to bleſs 
him, to the corruption of other mens judg- 
ments, not conſidering that he who lent 


that miſimployed breath, may ſuddenly res. 


mand it from thoſe debaſed uſes, and com- 
mit the Speaker bound over to his ſelf-con- 
trived miſeries? The confideration of lites 


| brevity and uncertainty, ſhould (methinks) 


make every man bulied not in.a forreign 


fearch, but an home-enquiry after guilt « 


The time which is ſo ſpent upon others, is 
clearly loſt 3 what upon our ſe]ves, is ttuly 
gained, Moſt men, when they {peak of 0- 
ther mens faults, encreaſe their own ; but 
they who ſpeak to God of their own, by the 
examp!e undoubtedly make many to' be 


- 


ſooner cleanſed. Then alſo hath the ſelf] 


examiner this advantage. of others, that he 
diſmayeth not at Deaths Memaces , having 
pacitied his Judge - Whereas the back- 
bitivg ryurmurers helliſh life here is all his 
Heaven : He, who exerciſeth himſelf with 
the laſlfes - of pious reproof, liveth coms 
fortably and peaceably , nay joyfully here, 


but is aſſured of a ſuperabundant joy after 
the frail body is cloathed with Honour and 


Per. 
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| PerfeRion, by an happy Refurreftion and 


| deſired Union with its glorified Redcemer. 
, | dmen. | | 


. HF mercy upon us, 0 Lord, for the 
I dark places of the Earth are full of the 
| b.brtations of cruelty, 
* | ' Lo the wicked bend their bow. they make 
i» | ready their arrow wupen the firing , that 
s | they may. privily ſhoot at the upright an 
) | heart. PN 
nf. If we had done this evil, which they 
« | mention, or thoſe iniquities were in\ our 
Ss | hands, wherewith they | aſperſe us, then 
y | were we out of thy proteFion and the.ene- 
- | my perſecuting our ſouls, could not but take 
It | and deftroy ns. TIS EAL” 
e |... But thy . peircing Knowledge ſeetb that 
© | they travail with iniquity, that they have 
Y 5 Hogp miſcheif and brought forth falſe- 
[ A - a 
8 |: Surely falſe witneſſes have riſen up againſt* 
* | laying toour charge things, which we knew 
$ | not: O take thou the matter into thine 
n | own: hand, and be thou the defence of the 
» | ##-2ble, for. the wicked have purpoſed to 0: 


, | perthrow their goings. 
Th 4. They, who have known thee , will. put 
d | put their truſt in thee, and call npon thee 


28 
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in the day of trouble, for thou wilt beay 
LED ld (IP 
We will not truſt, in our bow, eur Sword. 
ſhall not ſave ns, but thou ſhalt ſave ws from. 
our enemies and put them to fhame, who halp 


Xs. | CROSS 
Althoneh the blood thirſty lay ſnares and they. 
who (eek, to do hurt, ſpeak miſcheivons things, 
imagining -deceit all the day long , yet hol 
maintaineſt the right; thou ſitteſt in. the. 
throne judging right, and thine Eye-lids try the 
children of men. _ RN 
_ Thou, who alone knoweſt it, do good unto 
thoſe, who are good and upright in heart. + 
' Biit as forſuch as turn aſide to their crooks 
ed wayes (teach them that their end will by 
to be led forth with the workers of wickganeſ, 
*- 0 Gracious Father and Merciful Redeem- 
er,” conſider the trouble, which we ſuffer of 
them, who hate ws, and- of \'thy great 
Compaſſion deliver ws ; and in ranſoming 
delrver. ut, we pray thee, from all our offences, 
thit we may not deſervedly bethe rebuke of 
the fooliſh. FE HY "_y 
Thou bearefs and from the ſeat of thy ts 
Trſty , beholdcſt 'all our miſeries.* Ariſe for 
our help and_ Redeem ws for thy mercies Jaks, 
that the months of them, who ſpeak,lies may 
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}. Remember the reproach of thy ſervants, 
how. we do bear in our boſomes the reproach of 
wany people: wherewith thine enemies have | 
reproached thee,.”O Lord. © + 4 
| 4nd for the'\ſin of their month and th | 
words of their lips conſume them, that they 
may not be, that by thy judgements they 
may make it known, that not curſed policy, 
but ""p good power raleth unto the ends of the 
" Reartn. 
| Inſtead of the deſired effets of miſeheif 

A trolorg ey able and NG years 

Ns 2429 gererutions, O prepare mercy and 

, lth which may preſerve him. 

| |: Becanſe. be will not yeild to the diſhonour 

5 of thy Church , they. burdex him - with 

theſe indignities 3 but do thou repay him feven 

f, fold into his. baſome, and let bis hononr be 

| gieat is: thy ſalvation. is 

of This 3s thine own cauſe ; Ariſe then and 

\ Ulead it; remember how the fooliſh man re- 

, troacheth thee daily, the tumult of theft” 

2 who rije up againſt thee, encreaſeth comti- 

# | wel 

. In thee we truſt, we cry unto thee #o ſave 

ts; For, Lo, they breath out cru#lty againſt 

*#, | 

- Deliver us, who deſire'to ſerve and wore > 
7 {bip thee in ſpirit and truth, from lying lips 


"of an 
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and from theſe deceitfnl fonguer, which heal 
lies in bypocrifte : | 
And let our adverſaries be clothed with|f 
ſhame z let them cover themſelves with theinl/ 
awe confuſion as with a mantle. v 
Tet them curſe, but bleſs thou les 164 i 
be aſhamed, but let. thy ſervant rejoyce. .. *** 
...0 Lord God of Hoſts, whojudgeſt right| 
teouſly, if they will not return, let ws ſec thy 
vengeance upon all perverſe Es of bes 
witching ſedition. 
Let their conſpiracies 4 be as the anſi | 
before the wind, and themſelves as the|+ 
ſtubble before the fire, that the World maj. 
fee that this is thine hand , that thou]. 
Lord, doeſt eſtabliſh the juſt by caſting dews ; 
the wicked. 

80 _ the Congregations of the people com. 
paſs thee about:for their ſakes CIA Hif6.u9 
thyſelf on high.. | 

And to thy ſervants give patience. to |. 
bear their calamities, and together with || 
a religious boldneſs to withlland and re-] 
buke their wickedneſs, grant ſuch an in| 
noc*nt and meck deameanour as befit 
zeth the ſincere Diſciples of « moſt humble 

Maſter. 
. By ſhunning backbiting and the reproach 


£3 our neighbour, and endeavouring to kf. 
f 
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al the axity of the Spirit in the bond of peace 
11ft a” for our diſſolution, that we may ine 
tp [Þ*ace go down.ints the ved of ſilence, and 


. lis yſully riſe again to the poſſeſſion of in- 
T wieacible tranquility . through Jeſws Chrift 


mir onely Mediatour and Advocate. A. 
. lnen,” - 


| OurFather which art in Heaven,&e. 
"ha 


CHAP. VII. 


How little the minds of ſome men are 
wrought upon: The continual exams 
ples of miſcarrying Fattions. 


pliſhed to be ſweet to the Soul: But it 
was alſo his obſervation, taken from | 
the humour of men over-eager in purſuit of Þ. 
their deſires, that it is an abomination i 
Fools to depart from evil. The ſweetneſs of I 
an accompliſhed deſire is ſoon turned into J* 
birterneſs, when we think it well obtained I 
by any means, He would allow of a felt-J' 
ſatisfaction, uf a-moderate purſuit of pleas | 

ſures, which enjoyed, might level and fill 
up thoſe furrows, which every where in-J. 
ſulting Fortune maketh in the paſſages and Þ* 
ways of life. But while fooliſh men incon. J* 
ſiderately view ſomething which they take» 
to be good, being over-perſwaded by the} 
' outward appearance, and carried on with + 
a violent appetite, let reaſonable demone}F- 
ſtrations, or either certain or probableJ: 


_ danger labour never ſo much in the ny a 
| | ing | 


OLOMON thought the deſire accome 
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re 


- 


ling them ; yer is it to them an abomination 
to relinquiſh their beloved evil : Nay, al- 


though they have | been never ſy ' often 
thwarted in the entrances into the poſleſtion 


of their deſtructive delights, 'yet no warn- 
ing will teach theſe fooliſh ones, whoſe 


paſtions ſhut the door againſt all manner of 


reaſon : Then do they' incourage themſelves 
it an evil matter , and without fearruſh on 


upon thoſe things which preſent themſelves 
dangerous and dreadful. The Divine Ven- 


gence frequemly beginneth its work with 


confounding the Counſels, and infatuating 


the Judgments of impenitent offenders , 


making them run forward upon new prafi- | 
ces, and deſperate attempts, to their utter * 


Tuine and calamity ,: ſuffering them C al- 
'though'in' improbable ways) by the hope 


of ſacceſs, to delude and befool themſelves. * 


And men who are cartied away with uncers» 
'--E) SIV Bo ”-. AFP Fa Res G 
'tairities, doſo gaze upon and admire thejr 


"hoped-tor felicity, that follow itthey will, 


without ſtaying to conſult the #zerring-- 
'vacle, .orto be led ſo muchas by prudence 
'or common ſobriety, God juſtly depr iving 
"them of the benefit of the latter, that have 
"deſpiſed the former. Fooliſh men, who are 


"wholly inlove with their own ways, and 


"like the deaf Adder in the-preſence- of the 
2 _— 


%y / 
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their own counſels leading them into mil- 


ſwade him from his folly , yet he maketh « 


 -he muſt inevitably fall. 


iſe Charmey , can be no where in ſafety, 


chiefs, and God, whom they have forgots 
ten, altogether forſaking them, Nothing 
is more treacherous than mans will , being 
never Loyal, unleſs reſtrained from evi), 
and conſtrained to good: It confſpireth a- 
gainſt all Soveraign Powers, and unleſs 
they moſt iImmoveably fit faſt in their Capz- 
zol, ſhe debaſeth them to moſt infamous 
contempt and ſlavery, The Fools will 
his Law-giver and Law, and he is never obes 
dient but to it, when it ſoundeth the 
Marches of: Diſobedience. Then, thotigh 
Gods Commands and Religious Equity-dif- 


mock of fin , and prefſeth forward into the 
Battle, being victorions in defire, although 
Reaſon ſheweth him the Sword by which 


_ TOO too commonly do we ſce Judg- 
ment thruſt down, and ſubordinate to the 
Will, and then, alas! are the whole trea- 
ſures of ſafety and felicity. put into the cu: 
ſtody of a wild Keeper, who never ſtayeth 
at home, or of an ignorant Pilot that 
knoweth not his Compaſs. In this caſe Fors 
tuxe hath the opportunity to be courteous, 
to ſhew what ſhe can do in bringing.them, 
| who 
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who cannot ſteer their own Courſe, into 


that.Port they ſeek. And indeed none elſe 


are obliged to her ; theſe are forced to truſt 
her , but wiſe men ſcorn her offers, and for 
their guidance have not Fortune » but God, 
Chance maketh ſuch only happy who know 
not Providence , whom an ungoverned 
will having driven into an Ocean of dan- 
gerons affairs, ſo that neither the means 
of return nor place of refuge are known , 
contrary to expectation ſhe thruſteth into 


her Antium. Where when arrived, they 


frequent her Temple , excolling the Graces 
of their new-found Goddeſs, and thinking 


that her firſt kindnefles oblige her to a con. 


tinuance of them ; whereas her levity is 
ſuch, that ſhe waiteth a time to laugh at 
their vanity, and triumph in their miſery. 
Fortunes favonrs are commanly the fooliſh 
ſinners glory : But they who negle& the 
governance of Gods Spirit, and give Luſt 
the Maſtery of Reaſon, preſuming to find 
Fortxne attending their conrſe, muſt know 
It rare to find her, or being found, to have 
her contiant. Succeſs in evil draweth many 
ppon the ſame, or greater attempts 3;but 
changes being common , ſhould give. ns 
exution. All times aſſure us, how wicked: 
neſs in the beginning plauſible, hath had 

a Q3 - Tragical 
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Tragical and moſt ſhameful concluſions :: 1 
Mens fooliſh fancies never feaſt them ſo; 
highat Noon, but that they. undoubtedly. 
make the Supper cf as courſe Fare as the: 
Dinner was fine. They who tyaſt that the: 
future events will anſwer the beginnings, 
will be undeceived when they find them- 
{elves cheated, and their glory turned into 
diſgrace.” The hope of a gaining day , be» 
cauſe at the beginning he won , maketh the 
Country ſtrangers Purſe. empty, and the 
Cheater laugh at his confidence : So he 
who reckoneth vp his fortunate ſins, ſhall 
be ſure of a loſing Caſt, which will mar 
all, his boaſting. Some men think thems 
ſelves certainly eſpouſed to Fortune, be- 
cauſe ſhe hath ſung them ſome Love- ſonners 
and. imbraced 'them' with flattering kind- 
nefſes ; But the ſame, who have known het 
once unchaſt , muſt know her always uns 
.conſtant. It is an aſſured truth delivered us 
by God himſelf, that the proſperity of Fools 
ſhalt deſtroy them; So is it with the Thief, 
whote my diſhoneſty / incourageth him 
to go on till he come to an infamous death, 
yet his merited reward, the Gallows, And 
the Trajtor ( kind to none, worſt to him». 
ſelf) having taſted the forbidden fruits of 
a a proſperous Rebellion, by promiſing-him- | 


al | 
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—*Iclf Fortunes conſtancy , and that ſhe will - 
 Fyet add. to his Trophies ſuch plories as 
{Jwill fill his aſpiring mind, proceederh till 
4 be be taken in his own ſhare, and falleth the 
"PExecutzoners Victim and Prey. : 
© OUR unfortunate Age (fruitful in the 


production of men, who were the Curſe 


—— 


ss 


© [and Plague of their time ) as it faw it ſelf 
I miſerable in thoſe itnouriſhed, fo in much 
© { meaſure avenged of the injuries _it ſuffer. . 
- ed, whenthe Heads of the Rebellious mul- 
titude, came to be judged by him whom 
F they had offended, and molt, of the reſt 
. | came each ſubmitting himſelf with pieces of 
; flyer. Theſe who ſuffered not 'by the 


Sword of Juſtice , but enjoyed the benefit- 
.of an unparalled Pardon ( chriſt only ex- 
cepted) cannot without impudence ſpeak 
for themiclves, or frame an excuſe, Rebe]- 
lion had infected them, and made them 
ngly 3 where might they think to appear? 
Yet were they not. {o ugly, but that the 
Eye of mercy could behold them. In which 


4 
ky 
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gracious condeſcention his Majeſty: manit- 
Eſte the exceeding goodneſs of his Na- 
4 tore , and the Ga/laniry of his Mind, that 
could humble it ſelf to the receiving ſuch 
into favour. Many who have , not been 
wanting in the mk of Patience, have in 
as wad 
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this of Remiſſion - And in a Xing, towardsFi 
Offenders of this nature, the work of fors|l 
giveneſs is far more glorious , becauſe the Jt 
offences moſt 'heinous, But Pardon pro: 
Py belonging to them who repent, T] 
 notknowing what toterm that Royal AG, 

ſpeak what I know in.anothers words : 


Xl negat, O+ ſeſe vel now poſcentibus offert. 
| Claud. Pan. Prob,  —_ : 
Truly magnanimous was the ſaying 
of his moſt Pious Father, 7 ſtil thought 
wy ſelf undiminiſied by my. largeſ# Con. 
ceſſions , if by them I might gain and cone 
firm the love of my people. {So our moſf 
gracious King , as the Sox of ſo good a 
Father , {tndieth the winning of all; and 
by the invitations of Mercy endeavorrreth 
the recovery of #he loft Sheep. Now the. 
more favour is conferred apon reafonable Þ 
people, the more the Favourites become Ja 
Funbly grateful, that the Favoxrer may 
be highly joyons. In'his Merciful Pardon 
he gavehimlſelf, reſolving upon zhe largeſt 
Conceſſion, that be might gain and confirm 
the love of his People. ' It is but fit that the 
people return themſelves as a part of fatif- 
faction, that he might find in their beſt ene | 
deavours at leaſt ſomewhat of that he EAVE, d bi 
; the | 
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the fruits of unfeigned Love. - I hope God 


Fo hath ſo much mercy in ſtore for him; as to 
he [give him many of the Hearrs he ſought - 
0: Jyct many are ſuch as they were before, who 

[ Jurged that bleſled Prince, King Charles the 


£ 


Firſt, to this character of them , that they 
were men who thought to ſatisfie all obliga- 


\ [tions to duty by their TN: of Religion ;, 


. 


ard. could leſi endure to ſee , than to ſin a- 
gainſt their BenefaFor, as wel as their. Soe 
veraign. I know not what aileth theſe 
pen, who being forgiven before they re- 
pented, will not be perſwaded yet to re- 
pent , but ſeek by obſtinacy to invalidate 
the Power'of Mercy, and by adding fin 
to fin, to cut themſelyes off in an untimety 
nour, If by the ſacceſs'of former times 
they aſlome hopes of the like proſperity, 


ſet them look upon thoſe exampics of Di- 
Fvine Vengeance, the moſt odious Regicidlers, 


and confeſs ingenuoully, y. 
Nonwnquamtulit 

 Documentafors majora, quam frag” loco 
Starent Je Sen. Lroad.. | 


Let them alſo conſt der the deſervedly un- 


| [fortunate- Aſertors of the Peoples Liber- 


ties 3 men, who' under that Title ſought to 


kindle 
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kindle aycw the flames of Rebellion, whe-! ; 
ther they were Emrgliſh or Scotch, openly Þþ 
rebellious, and privately promoting . its, T 
Let them not ſo much favour their deligns* 
with the remembrance of their beſt events, | 
as give themſelves the diſheartening Ws 
Qures of the croſs Events and ill Fortunes 
of their Complices and Brethren. And 
becauſe (as the Hiſtorian hath it) 
Panci prudentia honeſta 4 2 deterio. 
ribus, utilia a noxiis diſcernunt , 
pleres aliorum eventis docentur - Surely dt. I 
retions cannot be wanting amidift to freſh f# 
exatnples, which ſpeak this to the world, | 
that ſuch as think they plot againſt others, pt 
chiefly deſigne their. own ruine. They tor: / 
cibly thruſting themſelves into ' Treaſon 
able actions, even againſt their own Rea (j 
ſon, the further they proceed, the more | 
d 
f 


Tac. f. 3, 
Arro 


dangerouſly are they loſt in the Labyrinth 
of their own errdurs ;. and while they are 
framing deceitfil contrivances for the feet 
of others, their own itanding proveth ſlip- 
pery , and their pernicious wit taketh ng 8 
efie@t, but their downfal becometh admo-J; 
nitory, Which to wiſe men is ſo; only theſſ; 
obſequious Followers of Fancy (who think : 
themtclves ſufficient to overtop all difficul-l 
ties, till by them circumvented, and We 
| 7.” = 


2$ 
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4 bt) take nonotice*of the miſeries attend. 
Y, .Traytors, by reaſon of humane hatred, 


* nd the appointment of Divine Vengearce. 
” ey, look {0 upon the outward P omp, 


CEL 4 | . 
> Jyherein ſowe of them overtaken by Jſtice 
"* fance fouriſhed-, that the admiration and 


elire thereof maketh them -unmindful of 
the accompanying evils, and enſuing calaz 
mities. . Who ſonearly examineth them .in_ 
* ftheir beſt eſtate, when moſt happy by Vi- 
Qories ,, when the I-7ocent is {lain , ,and 
Ithey .in poſkefiion of, the Yirezard , (hall I 
find the King of Terrours dwelling. in their 
[abernacles , 'and that becanſe they are none 
if their own; he ſhall find them foreboding 
terrible , things ,; the. confounding conſe- 
quences of their notorious. fallity:: And. 
following them farther , may obſerve them 
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h bes, other reſpects were unacquaited 
; I\vith truth) moſt unercing Prophets of their 


- 
, 


own ſhame, and certain deſtruction. He 
ſhall ſee the ſteps of their ſtrength by de> 
prees ſtraitned , and their own counſel to 
taſt them down ; that they are caſt into a 
Net: by their own feet , that they alway walk. 
bor the ſnare, The Complication of Re- 
bels becometh not unto them a Wreath, of 
Laſting Hononr, but rather an unfortunate 
Cord of Execytion, or one of the molt 
Af brittle 


; 
| 
- 


Jo 


& 


236 How little the A f Chap. ov | 


— + —  — 


brittle of the black Threads of Deſting, X 
made of the outcaſt and very deſpicablghþ 
matter of her labonrs, which will ſcarceÞ 
brook time to be ſpun to any length , and 
then cut off, but ſuddenly ſaappeth aſunſf 
der of ir ſelf, For beſides that the very \ 
' nature of it rendereth it apt to ſadden.rups 
tures, many things intervene to prevent|! 
that natural one by amore ſpeedy nel 
For the time that they are in the height off 
their Glory, while the vailed Bonnet, and|# 
bended knee, with whatſoever admiration tl 
of the ſilly Vulgar,, who with their vai f 
breath ſwell things beyond their naturg® 
while(T fay) theſe ſeem to afford them Fo (c 
ſure , and they are much advanred', the 
are but like Promothens , (eated' indeed 
high , but miſerably 'vexed at the cal 
and inwardly gnawed with a devouring 01 
plague: And yet it is ſeen, that as the mubſfi 
titude in an extravagant fit ſpeaketh thing ts 
agreeing with the humour of ambitious 
- men, having once extolled them , they 
glory as much in their reproach and ſhame| 
This:then 1s the beſt of their time; upoh| nf 
this empty Air is the whole dependance offi 
their,joy : And how apt this wind is t oh E 
turn, who doth not perceive ? Nay, wh gf 


knoweth not me It. cannot long | blow 
; p! fron: : 
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from that Point? And as the ſporting Dol- 
«0362s, dancing in their liquid Field, poſlefs 
eIwith gratefnl. delights men nnacquainted 
4Fvich the certainty of an approaching Tem. 
ipelt ; fo do the Gratulatory Songs of the 
Popies aftetions, when Rebels come to 
» the Stern, and fail inthe Seasof Dominion, 
+{puch pleaſe theſe Novices in Government ; . 
; [bar preſently follow the rough Storms of 
#[0bloquy , heightned with loud threats, 
gland clamorous complaints z which make. 
withat place, which at firſt ſeemed the moſt 
aIplceaſing, to appear the moſt dangerous and 
{horrid of all that worldly miſery ever poſ- 
wiicliced. So doth this preceding glory be-, 
yicome no orher than the neareſt way to af- 
Meared infamy., and the. contempt is the. 
+lpreater, when it falleth upon men ſometime 
zJoverladen with undue honours. And what 
pltidiculous Toys, what odious things For- 
(tne maketh ſuch her once admired ones, 


d. 


als lately ſhewn , when thoſe, to whom it 
gave the moſt Honourable Titles of the 
[Supreme Head, and the Supreme Authority, 
lie people transformed after the ſtrangeſt 
Flmanner, thinking the name of the moſt un- 
allightly and unclean part of the body moſt 
gliuitable to them , no taunt, or ſcoftl, being 
githought ſufficient for their demerits, Their . 
"Y affairs, 
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affairs, when they hope for the belt , pre 
fently turn'to the worſt ; all {till happening 
otherwiſe than they hope 3-and then; with 
the Devil, they think themſelves tormentell 
before their time; - Indeed their .own ConF 


}« 


Is the more fpeedy in performanc 


word , whereby he hath made his 


to hope, which 1s, that blgx 


Ship ſwallowed up by the Quick: fandsÞf 
with only a Maſts top appearing uſeful to 
all that paſs by , although it ſelf utterlyÞ* 

| periſhingeÞ- 


— 
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riſhing. It: warneth them to avoid that 
Pangerous Road , where is nothing to be 
efted but mercileſs deſtruction, and to 


/ provide for their welfare by a better Courſe. 


3 | L — Ap te, Genitor, quum fulming torques 
5 borremas 2 


1 'Good God), how little 1s thy Wrath - 
wIfeared > How regardleſs are miſerable men 
& of thy difpleaſure , when no examples of 
ſeverity will admoniſh them? God 7s angry 
| with the wicked every day; yet others will 
ns {wor 222derſtanrd, or be wiſe. How many Con- 
6{{piracies have onr late days ſeen dilcover- 
fled; and (by the blefling of God) con- 
le founded ? We cannot boaſt of a righte- 
n,fouſneſs in his ſight deſerving it ,” but God 
ai{was angry with the wicked. Rebellion and 
a | itubbornnefſs arc before him ſuch:abomina-- 
ble ſins, that if we: conſider the multitude” 
PA | of miſcarriages, the ſufferings of many, 
9 & ? id the impenitency of others pardoned, 
bee might be much of the fear (did we not 
ipIknow God infinitely gracious, and proteſt- 
ang, that he willeth rot the death of a fin- 
| wer ) that they exclude Mercy. Many who 
wave been aCtive, and ſince pardoned, have 
f ' 'd cen incouraging themſelves, and their 
lj _ language, 
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language, tending to the diſhearte:xing d 
his MajeſtiePFriends , and inconragementf 
of Forreign Enemies : And theſe would 
not learn, from other men their Leadergh 
' what muſt be their merited portion. Thos 
Enemies to Peace, and themſelves, who willþþ 
not accept a ſmall reproof mixt with abuns | 
dant favours, are deſervedly brought underſF 
the Wheel, for what doth more ſuir with 
the contempt of Mercy , than ſeverity andſþ 
vengeance? . EN  ....-, 
.SOME there are who would ſeem ad»Jk 
mirably well affeted to the Royal Caſe, Ji 
whileſt frequent in rehearſals of their aceſhi 
quitted Crimes. Who ſo gloriethin his ſig, fy 
doth ſo often react it as he boaſtingly men:ſp 
tioneth. it: which isa thing too too comp 
man among multitudes concerned in the ji 
AT of Pardon, Surely it teſtifieth the abyJ 
{ence of all holy ſorrow conceived for for 
mer Diſloyalties, and (if I may inoffenlive;}j 
Iy (peak my thoughts) argueth a readinels ſil 
Upon occalion, to att over again what theyy 
love to repeat. God calleth for mourning 
and ſorrow , that pious tears may walha-J 
way . the ſtains of Innocent and Lo al 
Blood ; without which, a good man forrlt 
giving , the moſt juſt Judge will by, no 
means acquit or indemnifie, For want Off 
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WMheſe , Gods. provoked anger may: ( if his. 
nt hercies prevent not.) render the; whole 
IdÞtand a' confuſed Maſs of Calamity over-; 
$whelmed with a.jult' overthrow. Blood #t: 
| 
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lefileth the Land: The defilement hath not” 


” 


len - ardinary , but: ſuperabundant'; the 
ns. _ of moſt 'Towns and: Cities, the, 
e&tields and Highways complain even yet of 
thike injurious burthep, and cry for ven- 
id ſkeance unto him , who will undoubtedly 
+ Jhudge in Truthand Equity. Pure and un*s 
& ſigned: Repentance will(and nothing elle): 
ſe, I&move' the burthen ,- and ſtop the cry, If 
cefhis diſtinguiſhing ,compaſſiion ſpare others, 
ty Jyet the-guilty and; obſtinate- maſt by their 
n-fpuniſhment- purge away the defilement 2 
wIfor before either. Sorrow or.,-Jadgement 
hefpurge- the Land-, we cannot! well, expect 
byJhac our God cax be fawourable and.gracious 
two Sow. Confiderwe.the overthrow of 
&itruſalem by Nebutbadnezzar, God, by 


, pet rophet Jeremy, threatned the'deltru- 
7 [ion of Judah and: Jerrſalers far the Inno» 
gitnt - Blood which' Adarafſeb ſhed. :' Mas 
&+Iefeb had ſhed much , bur w.s repentant + 
alſjet-we find-che wrath of God pronounced as 
ritaioſt Jedeb,cvenaſter A/anafſeh'sdeath;for 
wthat Blood which he had ſhed... But God 
ofoth not puniſh a Nation for one mans fins, 
el | R and 
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and he;penitent ; he is juſt, and makethÞþ 
every one bear his own'burden; neither will 
he judge them, who-impartially jadge and} 
condemn themſelves : But! Manafſeb(doubt- Fi 
tefs') had manyAnſtruments in ſuch' Tyrans 
nous Facts; wha reperited not. HisiRepens 
cance mipht procure his: own deliverance, 
but-was:no way beneficial to ethers, who 
being ewlry of blood (and' peradventure not 
barely Inftrumcnts,batF romoters of cruel. 
ty ;ſoughtnot by Contritrion to pacifie the 
ancenſed: Avenger, There'is no other r6- 
fuge appointed for ſinners, eſpecially thoſe 
ſtained wich blood - And if the Avenger]? 
overtake hiry that iſheÞ it before he eſcape]? 
thither,: there is no favour, no mercy to beſ{ 
fhewn.: The*tnnocent- Blood which ſome[? 
have-ſhed-(all that ever'bare Arms againſt x 
their Kg) muſt either be waſhed away]! 
with tears by al) 'theOffenders and -Inftre* 
ments, or will be by their blood. I ought]! 
to think that ſome of theſe have by their]* 
happy ſorrows quitted themſelves of theitf 
Crimſon 'miſeries, and have obtained thoſe|# 
propitiatory drops which make Blood [5 
guiltineſs diſappear as if ithad never been. ſs 
But yet -we ſee how impenitency driveth h 
many upon preſumptnous attempts, whichÞf 
mult unſheath the Sword of Juſtice , draw" 
Ng? 


' 
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Y, Chap.VII, ſome men are wrought upon, 243 
{ing blood from them, from whom tendred 
Wimercy could 'draw no tears; and how o- 
1d Jthers mock at their own calamity by vain- 
t- [glorious boaſtings, of -what temperate men: 
would account their greateſt ſhame, and 
n- {bluſh at the rehearſal, Theſe men, #l- 
2, [though not the X/araſſeb's who marched in 
ho [the Heads of the blogd-thirſly Regiments, . 
ot are equally culpable with their Leaders, 
|. {by the barbarous execution of their Jaw- 
he ſdeſs and mercileſs Commands : , And it 
6 |Vengeance f{trike the Head , making it bear 
& Jits ſhame, the members are partakers with 
er it, and cannot but undergo the infamy, Ste 
we how mans iniquity wearieth him inthe - 
be(ſ{carch after Juſtice, and the purſdir. of its 
meſreward, When God by his Vicegerents rev 
iſt [miſſion of paſt ottences required ſubmiſlive 
ay [£oyalty, and fincere Obedience , as if unable 
140 bear the burden, the offenders fly from 
hejit and either put the Cord about their 
rjown Neck, or elſe by owning their in, 
it|proclaim ir their juft deſert. His Gracicus 
fel@7aje/ty , as one molt excellertly well <kil- 
&[d in the Divine Facnlty. of compatſtion, 
n.1would not ſee theſe mens injuries in the: 
thIheight of malice. Hoping them to be foun1 
ch{tather ignorane than malicious, h--was + *» 1 
wiready to forgive, upon'this account, that 
ng they knew not what v4 did, But -” 
| 2 a- 
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ſaboureth to be known, it hateth to bean F 
ſtaken, and diſcovereth itſelf. The 4uthor | ; 
fire {ecrelie, and. to att in private; but} 
the ſin, which bath an obſcure Birth, foon 
walketh abroad of it ſclf, orelſe 1s carried 
on the Wings of Fame. 'There is no con. 
taining it within Lock or Fence, no d& : 
preſling t by the multiplicity of Arts ih- 
duſtziovs {ubtilites , becauſe although the 
Enemy of all, it would be unknown to 
none, It difdaineth. a curb, and he who 
would fiife it, giveth it the advantage 
to be made more apparent z hethat would 
conceale It , maketh 1t better known, 
'The ſinner is a blind Sextizel , he ftanderh 
much upon his Guards 3 but while he 
would not have ſuch as he hath mace his 
Adverfarics to obſerve his defects , his it 
poitures of body directed 'the contrary 
way, ſur-mon all to a nearer approach, and 
tO take their 61] of both revenge and ſcory, 
Rebellion not repented of thus, bringcth to 
confufion and ſhame the wretched Actors, 
If not at fiſt known, it ſoon betrayeth it 
ſelf; if known, and nor pun fhed , it mo- 
veth all its own Engines to 1ts own. oves 
throw: Ruine is the end it afpireth ro, aud 
it is indefatigable 1n:il that. is obtair.ed, 
'Elindþc pes ray lead the Authors Opinion 
tO or! er tt ongÞ 5, ard pri v.liltoa tu pi j 
za | 
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by — _—_ | | 
ball of tt by confidence, but the natnre of 
Ilin enclineth the mans motions towards a 


b 
'T 


1 


violent fare, and defireth to hurl him down 
an Irrecoverable precipice. | 

\ THIS being the nature ofthe fin, the 
general miſcarriges of Rebellious under- 
takings cannot be thought ſtrange. Such 
3s the counſels are, ſuch muſt be the for- 
tune; from whence they had a being they 
return in the end. The {tratagems of tte 
moſt ſubtle and cruel enemy of men are 
andiſcerned by both the ambitions and 
malitions. He ſmootheth over his bait 
with a delicate gloſs and fair appearance 
but his cruelty at laſt maketh even for all. 
The uncertain appearance of the premiſed 
good was never ſo pleafing as the certain 
evil proveth terribly diſtracting. ' But ſome 


men how far are they from ſhame or compaſ> 


fon upon themſelves, not remembring thar 
the counſels of the 7zſernal foe, though rhey 
raiſe the hopes to promotion, never miſs of 
bringing the abuſed Clients to deſtruction ! 
Examples being the ſure{t way of inſtructi- 
on, let us look abroad,and after ſearch ofan- 
tiquity ſee how many of its upſtart prodigics 
of honor died in peaceable poſition 'ot it, 
and came to their graves Sicca morte But cx- 
amples of our homebred conſpirators being 
DB: 2 =—7  - 
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more uſeful{eſpecially ſach asare freſh in ous 
. memories} we.may obſerve that ſuch wickjF 
edneſs cannot be long proſperous. The un! 
dertakings of this nature are- weighty, one ; 
counſet {till depreiiing another when 
all things ſeem to have attainedperfeGion, [* 
And this, that God may ſhew hiinſelf juſt J* 
and wiſe, who taketh the wiſe in their I* 
.craftineſs and diſappointeth the inventions [/ 
. of the wicked.. : I have already' fpoken of 
the moſt execrable Regicidet, whoſe ſuffer» 
ings I gladly mention, although it.greiveth 
me to remember the cauſe, . But confider- 
ing Sir Johz Hotham the firit profeſied rebel, |* 
whoſe treaſon at Hull found a ſuitable re || 
ward, I, think that. no faithleſs ſubject was [| 
ever more exactly fitted by kind Maſters ve- | 
rifying my-words in the former Chapter, 
Th#t the firſt aſſiſtance in Treaſonable Ai 
ons, have: many times the Fortune to be the | 


F 
] 
| 
firſt taſters of the mercileſs power of ſuch as 
{ 
{ 
{ 
. 


imployed them.:. We may fee.in the ations |, 
of traytors what they think to be the juſt 
recompence of their taiſhood, and accord: | 
ingly.jadge of their miſery, who by their 
own opinion pre-condemn- :themlſelves. I 
- And eafily miy we. diſcern what kind of 
4H happineſs theſe men have, who are not 
E- ſafe- one among another, | If judgement | 
3 : Qileth | 


i. 
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SJaileth to come upon them fram et{ewhere,, ; 
{it-ts uſual to have fire come ont fron Abimes | 


lech and devour the: men of Sechers and the: 
bouſe of Millo, anth to come out. from the. 
nex of Scchemand. thr houſe of Milo to de- 
vor Abimelech,Such:was the miferable end 
of that. treacherousKnight his con\plices 1N! 
Iniquity being (itis unccriain whether ) as. 
juſt towards him; .ashc, and thex; unjuſt aud 
tngra:eful roward their moſt kind and 114, 
beral 2rafter, Elmity it ſel6:con}d: not: 


Jhave invented a more proper revenge! 


for: ſuch a crimes / nor | of: alÞ examples: 
can/there (in myjudgement be found one 
more expreſly te>ching us the evil confe= 
quences of infidelity. - Hear we 1hut bleffed 
King, whom he hadſbimpudentiy afirant- 
ed, compaſhonately deliveririg his thoughts 
of it ;' Fopr Gentleman (faith he )he js now 
become @ notable monument of unproſpercus 
diſlogalty, teaching the Worlth by ſofad and un: 
foytnnate a ſpeFacle; that the vnde carriage 
of a ſubje& towards bis Sovereign carrieth 


alway its own vengeance withil dan inſepa- 


reble ſhadow. Hegmuety knew how to pity 
and fhewed by bjm what oth<rs might bett 
expeq. - He would! have had warning fo 
iaken-by him, as\that poſterity-migte fee 
no mgre ſuch LS 'nox haye occaſion 
= "It -.4 10 
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ra relate the mournful paſſages ofmen for! 


ſaken by grace and fortune. For | ſuch 


muſt needs be calamicous appropriating 


EN 
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and engrofling to themſelves the threatned | 


curſe, that becauſe they regard not the work 
of the Lord, nor the operation of his hands, 
'he ſhall deſiroy them and not build them ap, 
As one hunting a poor fugitive hare rideth 
after the chaſe through a deceitful land un+ 
dermined and by reaſon of many pits very 
perillous 3:ſo is. he who unlawfully purſueth 
konor' and: dominion; the prey taken can- 
not compenſate the danger or make re- 
compence for his fears; ;But there is an un- 
certainty of taking what heſeeketh accomsz 
panied. with a certainty. of perilhing whe- 
ther it be obtained or loſt. The worſt things 


deareſt bonght are the contentments of 


fools: Religion, reputation, liberty and 
peace, nay even all the goods of body and 
ſoul do. they paſs away in exchange for an 
unſeen glory and a projected proſperity , 
and will-not be guided by Wiſdome, nor 
in the leaſt own her, until fbe laugh at 
their calamity, end mock, when their fear is 
* TT is a moſt excellent.decree of Provi» 
Aence, that ſin ſhould cicher not be:profs 
perous , or proſper: to:its own ruin, As 
EQ TT. Re RF -—-”.. ._ 
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r'} Natzre inſtructeth us'in things 24onſtrone, 
1 | that they never generate, or things of a 
7 | Viperows kind, which although they gene- 
1 | rate, yet bring forth at ence their Fruit 
k | and Death 3 ſo obſervation in paſſages of 
, | Providence will teach us, that wickedneſs 
, | either hath no procedure, or an unfortus 
h | nate one. Evil counſels commonly vaniſh 
» | into nothing, and the Axthors' vex at 
y | their hopes , proving fruitleſs Dreams : 
h | But it (as it ſometimes happeneth ) -rhey 
- | raiſe the Authors to a Throne of Sublimi= 
ty, yet have they no enjoyment of theſe 
ſucceſſes; for the very ſucceiles are the 
molt certain and killing miſchiefs. More 
than the tbe Viperous Race do ſuch profpes= 
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\ 


$ | rities not only deſtroy them of whom 
f | they had a being. bur hinder Generation 
d | in thoſe minds, which being otherwiſe apt, 
1 | are by fear diſabled. Rebe/jor (too tod 
n | common-notwithſtandingy would more as 


bundantly multiply its curſed Off ſpring, 
did not the haſty diſpatches of the Divine 
Wrath overthrow thoſe Mountains of Fes 
lteity, which proud-men having iaiſed to 
themſebves, do conceive immoveable. Some 
whole inclinations are not averſe to baſe 
undertakings, do ſomewhat forbear,, 'bep 
cauſe (being not {o' wholly-yoid'of _ 
5: | wag 
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ſon as others } they ſee the danger, and } 
will not ingage, But where the want of. | 
judgment talketh away fear, men are ative | 
to their hurt, for fo it alway. proveth, 
there being no ſolid hopes of an happy end 
without a good beginning, Would any 
one, who knew the danger, plunge himſelf 
all over head and body in aboiling Fur- 
nace? or leap down a ſteep Rock into a 
devouring Gulph? -Netther can any man 
of a ſober mind caft himſelf off from rhe 
ſecure Rock of Lozalty, into the I#birlpool of 
Diſobedience, He ſeeth no cauſc, no profit, 
no honour, not the leaſt,enrher convenience 
or neceſiity, to perſwade him to any ſuch 
thing. He well cftcemeth it the abjeQtion 
of himſelf, and 1n the beſt ſtate of Forty- 
nate Diſloyalty, feeth nothing tempting 
him to the experiment of the waiſt, And 
ſome, who in contempt of God would eyen 
dare tofin, arereſtrained by. the continual 
miſcarriages, either early or Jater, of ſuch 
as Humane Vengeance, by the appointment 
of the Divine, hath taken away ſrom the 
mieſt. of the Earth-at times, when they 
leaſt expected evi}, and moſt preſumed ups 

on the goodneſs of their Fortune. Theſe | 
(although ſcarce other than blind:}: diſcern | 
how ſhert a blefling 'Fortyne conferreth 


vpon 


Coe Woe. BT. Oe... 
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| Þ upon ſuch undeſerving ſervants z ard that 
: | fhe fiieth fram: them with more ſpeed than 


ſtruous? Can they eſteem that-l;ght, which 


the Sun , Fram his Riſing to. his Setting » 
From ſuch ſhe commonly maketh an unu. 
ſual' halt, making her Mornmg come Jate, 


and her Evening ſoon ; then. leaving them 


to the darkneſs of their guilty minds , but 
the.open puniſhment of their odious as. 
The.miſczies and juſt ſufferings of theſe 
are uſeful to ethers, I wiſh could fay to 
all : But God, who maketh other mens evils 
to become his Childrens goed, hath not 
been pleaſed to grant them ſo fu}l a favour, 
as to bring into their Sacred Society all 
thoſe who have forſaken the Paths of Life, 
10 tread the Ways of Darkneſs, whom he. 
hath yetſpared, that they may repent, and 
not polt forward to Judgment by a per- 
verſe obſtinacy in what he abhorreth, and 
will ſorely puniſh with preſent and eternal 
Flagues, 

THEY who have had fach Motives to 
Humility, ſhould adviſedly repair to their 
Offices and Duties of Allegianee , certify-= 
ing themſelves of the rigour of provoked 


' patience, when turned into fury. Why 


will they multiply thoſe tranſgreflions, 
whereof the leaft' 1s in Gods tight mon+ 


God 
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God fo remarakably puniſheth above o- 
ther ſins? The Crowns and ' Dignities of 
Kings are among the chief of Conſecrated 
Treaſures. In them, asthe Depoſitories of 
of the moſt precious things of his Charch,: 
God layeth the concerns of her glory and 
ſafety : So that deſtroy them, and we know 
not where to find Aaron budding Rad, net- 
ther the Golden Pot that bath Manna; the 
Ehareh goeth to ruine, the Pillars of it are 
diſſolved, the Foundations removed, and 
both Decency and Order, tay all Religion 
is then utterly ſubverted, When Kings, 
who are her Nurſing Fathers, are ſpurned at, 
and inſulted -over by the foot of Pride, 
rhere can be no Peace i# Jeruſalem, 0 Pro- 
ſperity within ber Palaces. Andit is indeed 
ro9 well known, that Rebels ſpare'no part 
of the Body, when they can give Law to 
the Head ; and that they never ſetk to in- 
jure the Cuarities , unleſs their Luſt covet 
the Churches defilement, But although they 
attempt much, ſetting themſelves ro the 
ſtud y and reſtleſs praGtiſes of whatſoever 
they imagine conducing to their aims, they 
thall never-be able to proſper ; and through 
the tender mercies of the H ebeſt, our Chief- 
tain and Head (hall not avs, The for- 
midable Powers of the Churches prayers 
| are 
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Þ are alway fighting againlt them ,| as well: 28 


their own fins; againſt which thetr ſubtilty 
can never prevail. Although they ſtrive, 


and with continued Jabours endeavour to 


get ſome advantage, the profit of their la+ 
bours will be fummed up in a Cypher; but 


their lofies muſt needs riſe to-an infinite acC- 


count. Malltheir ways = 


FO Tncedtunt per Teanes t 
Suppoſitos cineri doloſo + 


And their miſerable end frequently hap» 


peneth to be unawares and fugden, butun- 


doubtedly ecrtain. So many Loyal Sub- _ 


jeds faithful Arms dedicated: to:their Prizy 
ces lafety , fail not of Viftory., becauſe 


they implore, and even provekeby av ho». 


ly violence, @xmipotercy tobe a concerned 
Oppoſite. : Feradventure fome mconlidera- 
ble ſucceſs may heighten'tteir lofty ſpirits, 


and make them truſt totheindulgeaces of a 


Step- mother - But then faith God unto them, 
Lift not np your Horn on high; jpeak ndt 


with a ſtiff neck, 'He maketh them them to 
know, that he 3s. Fudge, that in his han# 


there is a Cup, and the Wine red ;, that it" is 
full of mixtive, and ke poureth out the ſams ;; 
but ihe dregs thereof all theſe wicked of be 


APRN | Farih 


4 ou 4 
- 


When #ortuzebeltoweth on them a favour, 
let them manage it to the utmoſt of their 
induſtry and power, it will prove but a 
feeble inſufficiency, Could they work ex 
ven many things in the Neighbourhood of 
what is ſupernatural , yet much more ealily 
God can and will give Victory unto, and 
eſtabliſh in his juſt fruntons him, for whom 
we inceſlantly pray , thinking our felves 


never ſafer, than when ſo contending for his 


preſcrvation. Were there nothing but his 
, Innocence and undoubted Propriety, theſe 
are ſufficient to immure him from their baſe 
purpoles, and give him a glut of revenge 
upon audacious Conſpirators, Theſe are, 
through Gods: pleaſed approbation, every 
where triumphant, in deſpite of Fortune, 


Pelicy, and all the machinatrons and deviſes | 


of ungodly Wit; infomuch that an Hea- 
then Foet could declare the ſucceſs of In- 
tegrity, eminent over all other ſucceedings, 


Extruite immanes ſcopulos, attollite tarres,- 
Cingite vos fluviis, vaſt as opponite ſulvas, 

Gargannm Alpinis, Appeninumque zivalem 
Permiſtis ſociate jugis, &*rupibus Hzmum | 
Addite Caucaſeis, izvolvite Pelion Oltz. 

Nox dabitis murum ſceleri qui vindicat abit. 
Omnia 
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1 Chap.V1i. ſome men are wrought #pon. 2585 
| 0ninia ſubſident meliori pervia cauſe. 


el mens Rn i277 


Claude. Pan. de 49 Conf. Honor. 
Which may be thus Engliſhed : 


Heap up huge Rocks, to Heaven raiſe Towers, 


' zncloſe 
Tour ſelves with Rivers, Deſerts vaſt oppoſe - 
Gargan fo the Alps, and Swowy Appenine 
With mingled ridges wed, Hzms conjoyre 
To the Caucaſean Rocks, Mount Pelion 


.0n Oſla. Hence for Treaſon ye'l find none ; 


Th Avenger will find way,all things will yield 
To th' better Cauſe: an edſie paſs and Field. 


The preteaion of the Innocent 1s Gods 
Glory ; he rejoyceth in nothing more, 
than tobe called their Deliverance, and De- 
liverer, ' He taketh marvellous delight in 


their Songs of Triumph; and therefore 


ſheweth hrmſelf ready to plead their Cauſe, 
and work their Peace, When they com- 
plain of the injurious dealings of men,” he 
preſerveth them, by delivering the wicked 


over to their own miſchief.” - When theRod 


1s caſt into the fire, the Children are fecure, 
and have then more cauſe and liberty to 
contemphte, and magnifie that infmite 
Goodneſs by which they-are ſaved; atid 
their ſtrovgeſt Enemies confounded. © 

AND 


-” — - an eta en cm. 


[7 
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| AND of this Goodneſs and Juſtice he' 
giverh clear and continual teſtimonies, 
which that they may be the more frequent, 
peradventure is the cauſe why: he did not 
bring ſach as deſerved puniſhment for their 
tnnatural 'Revellion all at once to their 
merited ends, bnt ſuffered many of them 
to proceed, from contempt of former mers' 
cies, to nitore and: more inſolent perpetrax, 
tions. 


F 
1 
| 
{ 
| 
; 


Noz perit ut poſſtt ſepe perire jecur,- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 

Had they all preſently ſuffered , the me- | 
mory of their ſufferings had been leſs dus | 
rable ; whereas diſregarding all favour, | 
and Jabouring to fill up the meaſures of | | 
thoſe who went before, they fall into the | | 
ſnare by degrees, and are the contiqual Vis | | 
Ctims offered up: for the common. peace.. | | 
The P/almiſt praying againſt a miſchieyovs | | 
Crew of his time, although he delired God | 
vol to:be merciful ta ay wicked tranſgreſ- *] 
for, yet ſoon after entreateth of God asa | * 
favour, that he would not {lay them, leaſt 
(faith he) my people forget. Some remainy | \ 
ing afrer the reſt, when the Inſtraments of | | 
Vengeance ſeem. dull, will by erage od { 
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Chap. VII. | ſome men are wrought upon. 2 57 
n abufive provocations, be ſtill whetting and 


ſharpning them , and alway jefting with_ 
them, until they receive the: fatal ſtroak : 
And latter Executions revive and renew 
the remembrance of former Adts of Juſtice, - 
Which good men' confider with compaſli- 
onate aftetions, bemoaning their wilfu}- | 
neſs, whoſe hearts nothing could mollifie, 
but by devout joy expreſling their grati-- 
tude to their Redeemer , who exalteth In- 
nocency to a Throne, and dejecteth Iniqui- - 


ty. to a Dunghill. Gods Patience indeed is 


admirable z he waiteth long expeding mans - 
change, and the Renovation of his mind : 
But without fatisfation / Patience muſt at_ 


| length give” up its place to Wrath, Sin 


moveth Heaven it ſelf to compaſſion , but - 
Impenitency rejedeth it, as the Rock doth 
the Showres',:which elſewhere are enter- 
tained, and ſoftning. Continuance in Re. 
bellion' muft needs repeal the greateſt of - 


fers of Oracez and- obdurate hearts, de. - 
;Hphting in cruelty only, ſhall aſſnredly 


tave their fill of implacable ſeyerity.: *'' © - 
WHEN it cometh tothis , uſele($''re- 
pentance is cheap and common : Then men 
wiſh that they had been: provident , when - 


they cannot regain their lofles, He, who 
before his 'entry upon his deſperate. ats: - 


tempts 


$ + #& \ 


x | 
e're he begin, that na tewpteth miſchief 


dare what wiſe men dread, who was ac«' 
quainted with the conſequences, and fo be-'| 
trazed himſelf , becoming his Enemies | 
Slave by his own baſe ſurrender of himſelf; 
Man;may nor think to make his will his 
protection. By following the Counſel and. 
Willof God , he may be ſure to proſper; 
for that. Will is the only Rule of Satety, 
Ta go contrariwiſe., and be ſurprized by 
| zi Uns 
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| unhappy events is but what is common and 


gra and bewail, their overſeeming fol-. 


0 0 V2. Of 6, A 000A 


thens of diſobedience they willingly bare, * 
15S D 2 3 El 


,unavaidable. Yet as'if it were ſome unexpe- 
\Red novelity which hapged unto them,men | 
overtakenbytheir own deſert then begin to 


» when 'tis altogether too late, When'' 
the thoughts of their diſgraceful undertak. 
ings perplex their minds, and the evil of - 


adverſity pincheth and tormenth their body, 


then they confeſs' what the world be- 
fore knew, that folly directed them and * 


madneſs carrieth them on headlong to 


the unlucky ſtate, at which they are arrived. 
Temporal calamities make them confeſs 
their indifcretion; tnder them they are 
ſorrowfal, but maſt commonly it is rather 


becauſe they ſuffer what they defired to in- 


fli&t onothers, then out of a pious grief for 


their offences. That they are diſappointed 


of their beloved miſcheif is the matter of 
their grief; . Their aſpiring thoughts and 


lofty aims brought down to ſhame, cauſe | 
thery bitterly to mourn; whenalas! they 


ought firſt to have weighed the lawfulneſle 
of their deſires, and then the probability 
of ſacceſs, But: of the miſery of the ſoul 


| which they long lay under, they were al» 


together inſeniible; Thoſe ſtupifying bur- | 


nd 
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260 . How little the minds of Chap. VII, 
and the Aites backs being broken, are ones | 
ly ſorcy they can bear no loriger. Surely, 
the affiiftions of a ſtained conſcience are 
the moſt intollerable ; It 1s ſtrange that he 
who can patiently abide them, cannot con-- 
tentedly endure the diſappointments aftd 
fallitics of Fortune. Her 1njuries are 
nothing in compariſon of the inſulting Ty- 
rannies of ſin, Neither would any know 
what the miſeries of body meant, if the cru» 
elty of {in had not firſt overladen them with 
_ its yoke. All things which afftiict. us are 
ſin contracted maladies, from which the 
beſt cannot glory in an immunity. But 
the difference between religious and difor- 
derly men is, that thoſe with all their might 
and diligence ſhun the evil of fin out of 
an holy hatred thereof, theſe as furiouſly 
fly from virtue , and with equal violence 
purſue what the others fear. In whom mi- 
ſeries muſt have the more perft& encreale, 
becauſe ſin the greater growth, Miſeries 
indeed are not in them preſently accom- 
pliſhed, partly becauſe their great fitis do 
not preſently gather into a body, and partly 
becauſe the greatelt evils, have the longel 

time e're they are formed and come to the 
birth. As many: (and thoſe moſt incura.- 
ble) diſeaſes do not ſhew themſelves till 
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by a long confluxion of peccant' humors 


they have gotten ſtrength enough to de- 
ſtroy that body in which they reſide: fo 
many calamities, which are the juſt judg- 


ments of God, and are daily nourifhed by 


finful acts and deſires, have not a being 
as ſoon as the ins, (for the birth muſt be 
younger then the parent) but after a cer- 
tain time break, forth as beirig then mature 
and able for their. deſigned employment. 
But now 1t a delight in fin arm them nor 
with a wounding and killing power, the 
harms of tempoural crofles are” not matter - 
of dread, nor other then ſuch/as men bare- 
ly imagine to be harms. Where the guilt 
and horrors of a'polluted mind make-them 
not hurtful ,” adverſities are but ſtingleſs 
ferpents, which will not hurt us., it 'we 
fear not'the name, but we may ſately con- 
verſe and play with them. Toſuch as have 
wilfally broken the commandement, God” 
ſendeth them as offenſive: tokens of dil. 
pleaſure to thwart the unjuſt men in their 
wayes. He will. not ſuffer them to reap 
the joys of the ſeed they have ſown 3 but 
as he ſendeth- ſometimes. ſhowres and uns 
ſeaſonable flouds' upon the Huſbandmans 
labours, Pprefently. after he' hath intruſted 


the prepared Soyl with the pledges of his 


d -3 | hopesz 
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| hopes; or atother times with continual: 
droppings, and overfiowings at Harveſt, 
 maketh his ſuppoſed rich xeturn,to be chan» 
 ged into an.impoveriſhing dearth: So ſome- 
times 1n the Bud, ſometirhes-in-the full Ear, 
' when almoſt ripened, he deftroyeth the 
Rebels confidence, by the ſecret diftilJati- 
ons of his anger, or the -apen floyds of a 
{weeping Vengeance. Mans conditton here 
. will. not allow him an alway undiſturbed: 
felicity.z but Rebellion - permitteth- nos 
that little time of repoſe, which they were 
- otherwiſe capable of, to fall into the Ax- 
thors Lot. And then by the benefit of a 
quieted Conſcience, the caſualties of life 
are to good men void of trouble, batto 
ungodly men they are irkſome, and-intol{c- 
rable ; they groan and repine under them; 
Which reſtleſneſs is not given: by outward 
trouble, but by inward guilt , Conſcience 
*aggravating, nay making it grief.. That 
therefore men may the better bear com+ 
mom ones, and not incur extraordinary 
troubles ; or if they ſhould happen, that 
they may not. make them miſerable, let 
them free themſelves from guilt ; and! by 
obedienceput themſelves under the defence 
LORD of the Almighty. Res magne eſt 
Seri, ep, 53, habere 7mbecibitaters hominis, ſe- 

| __ enritatert 


onr deſpicable fraiſty, but the: 
carity.. If we ſhun the examples of proud 


+4 
ave © 
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enrHatew Det , . faid a wife c man+ LT camiot 
ſay he was 4 Chriſtian, bue affaredly the 


| words do well become Chriftzan lips. For' 


indeed, look'every where; ant ſearch the 
world over; there 1s no where a pA help for 
vine Ses 


and  diſloyal men, walking in\ the paths 
made plain for us by Chrift, and his devort 
Followeys, thisſecurity, asan mmpenetrable 
Bulwark;, wit keep off evilsfrom us; this 
will ſarround ns ; and Goals Eye , pleafed 


with" our walks; will alway beover for us 


our good; His bliſgful Countenance wilF eq: 
lhghren and enliven us, and nothing; ſhall 
eclipſe 6urjoy; which taking'its beginning 
from his ſferpzee, fhall'be perfeted 1 Imends 
leſs Glory, Avren, 


C That mine head were waters, and mine 

eves 4 FOwntdin of tedis ," that I might 
weep day and night for the inponitency of 
thoſe 10 whom my Soul wiſheth' peace, but ny 
delight in miſchief and contention. 

Many, O' Lord ,'there ave who'f, Yor{akong 
thee walk, in th eways of Baht. who will 
not open their eyes , leſt they ſhould ſee "vv 
their ears, leſt they ould hide y #oal ſibuld 
kr conderreptyag. thou - hn Beal Fhenv.- 


S 4 They 


9 
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They have reje&ed thy Law, and made void. 
thy Covenant, making among themſelves the 
Covenant of falſhood., and the League of 
Tniquity , jo the intent that the Name of U- 
racl ſhould be no more in remembrance. - 

And although thou.haſt cut off Corah, Da- | 
than, ad Abiram, yet the refedue of the re-. 
.bellivus Children do exalt themſelves, and be- 
have themſelves frowardly in thy ſight. - 

They regard wot thee, O ever bleſſed King, 


neither thine Image, whom thou haſt ſet up3 | 


they worfip neither thee, nor thy Gods. 

. They add Rebellion unto Rebellion, andſin 
unto fin, not knowing the power of thy wrath, 
zor how much thou art to be feared, and that 
none may ſtand in thy ſight when once thou 
art angry; but as if thine Arm could not a- 
venge the injury of thine Honour, they multi» 
ply reproaches againſt thee , and thine Ae 
nointed.. . | | ns. 4 
. Whom as thou haſt hitherto ſo defended; 
that the Sons of Violence could not. hart © 
bim «. As thou haſt hitherto made their faces, 
who bated him, to be aſhamed; ſo we be. 
feech thee to put thems to 4 perpetual rebuke, 
who ſhall yet preſume- to riſe. up to offend 

NI 4 at 

As tbox haſt given him an heart to endea- 
vour to ſerve thee in thine own way of _—_ 
. and 
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and forgiv/eneſs , ſo make him happy in his 
"People , mhoſe gratitude may contend for ſn- 
periority with his great love. . © | 
But npon all _ to 'whom hie Clemency 
ſeemeth vile, whoſe traiterous pride diſdain: 
eth the mild:mixture of : Authority and Com- 
paſſion, pour out thine Indignation , for cer- 
tainly they ſeek, to devonr Jacob, and lay 


& 


waſt his dwelling place. | 
- * Had they good will ts Sion, they would 


. | firive for-peace, and intercede unto thee by 


prayers, that thou wonldeſt be pleaſed 19 
heal np the breaches of thy torn and divided 
Church. 0 ſcatter thoſe who ſeek ber hurt, 
ſo ſhall ſhe be exalted in thine Hononr , ani 
make her beaſt in thy glory for ever and-'e- 
ver, = BoB 

How fooliſh and ignorant are they why 
ſeek: Honour by offending thee, and Proſperity 
without thee / Should not a people ſeek to 
their God, and make the obſervance of thy 
Staintes their glory and delight / L 
. - But their delight is in rapine and miſchief, 
and to ſhed Innocent blood: ' And although 
by © many. examples thou halt admoniſhed 
them , yet they regard not thy works, nor 
the operations of thy hands; they deſpiſe thy 
loving kindneſs, and thy * Judgments they 
pil not: ebſerve, — -* li 


Oo 
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O thou C Comforter r of the righteous and 
Judge of all, how wonderful art thou in thy 
wercies , who being angry with the wicked 


every day, doeſt firſt give him warming be- 
fore thoy [miteſt e 


If be turn not, then thou whetteſt thy 


Sword, bende(t thy Bow, and makoſt it rea- 
dy ; thou prepares for hin the Injiruments 
of Death, and ordaineſt thine Arrows a+ 
gainſt him, that thy threatnings may wake 
him wiſe , and thy gentle correFrion may 
make him great, whom evil _— had des 
preſſed, and covered with 

Theſe are thy Fatherly ade 1 compaſſionato 
Premonitions eve thon wilt deſtroy. And as 

we praiſe thee. for that unto thee belong Mer- 


cies, ſo alſo for that thou art juſt, and-re+ 


waerdeſt the obſtimate according, #o' his works. 
 O conſider our trouble. that will ſuſſer of 
thens that hate ws , give them humility a 
repentance, but let the wilful and difobedi+ 
ent periſh in their ini wity. 
Let not diſlczalty thrive , nor diſobedience 
proſper , leſt the. ſeeming glory thereof tempt 

the' 1gnorant to reach out their bands to zh 
forbidden fruit. 

But as thou haſt dealt graciouſly with ns 


hitherto , by making the wicked plot againſt 
themſelves, and run into their own Jnare | 


Ja 
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ſo let their own devices continue to be thtie 
ſhame, andbring them down conmtennaily.; 0 
' Lord, our ſtrength. a 65% 3% 
Then ſhell'\the vighteous yixeS where he 
ſeeth the vengeance , when be ſeeth Judge+- 
mend finding. out thoſe falje ones, whe tribe 
ed in the abundance of their. riches's. and; 
thought themſelves enciroley with power be+. 


pond oppoſetion. 


Thou maheſt us know that tou" forgetteſ# 
208 the prayers of thy people. who calt Apan' 
thee faithfully ; for when the wicked: drew 
their Sword, and bent their Bow to ſlay ſuch 
4s by of upright Converſation, thow cauſedſt 


their Sword to enter into their own heart, 


and their Bow to be broken. 


O that our hearts ' were made ſo dire@, 
that we might keep thy Statutes, and alway 
ſfmmrcerely love thee for that thou haſt done. 

Thou haſt magnified us exceedingly , and 
brought ws ts great: honour * O let our lips be 
evermore filled with thy praiſe, for it becom- 
eth thy ſervants to be inceſſantly thank ful. * 
And by this which thou baſt wrought for 
#t,, teach us to reſt in thee , and wait pati= 
ently for thee ;, but not to fret. at thoſe who 
for a lime proſper in their way , nor becauſe 


| of the men who bring wicked devices to pals, 


For we ſee, that according to thy word, 
a7 1-46 evil 


ne . 
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evil doers ſhall be cut off; that in 4 little 
while they ſhall not be, neither their places to 
be found. | Pte 
Continue thy loving kindneſs towards as > 
preſerve thy Church , encreaſing her Beauty 
and Honour , make every Member thereof, 
through. Chriſt our Savionr , plentifully to 
bring forth the fruits of Holineſs ;, jo ſhall 
we be aſſured of preſent and Eternal Joys 7 
For thou, Lord, wilt bleſs the righteous ; with 
thy favour wilt then encompaſs him as with 
4 Shield, Amen, 


Our Father which art in Heaven, ec. 
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LEVY UCH is the turbulency and. nnfet. | 
| A tledneſs- of Humane Diſpoſitions, | 
| — that men are commonly diſpleaſed 
; | with what their Fathers prized , and not 
well affected totheir own former pleaſures, 
Mens minds are feldom at reſt but in alte- 
ration and change : Which although it 
pleaſe the Fancy, yet I ſee not where it 
leaveth place for Gontent z without which, 
I wonder at thoſe who can imagine them= 
ſelves happy, and well. Mens falſe fight 
| loveth not what 1s beſt, but what is new. in 
the ſeeking whereof is all the pleaſure: For 
while its novelty perſwadeth,and the ſearch 
taketh up time, it becometh ſtale as ſoon as 
obtained, and the thoughts are taken off 
from the joy of poſſeftion, by the renewed: 
> | deſires of ſome other Upſtart, and untryed 
good, In ſuch varying motions men love 
to Paſs their time, and are no otherwiſe 
eaſie than in'this continuai unquietneſs. 
"The reaſon of this the-Tragediar hath : 


Duiſquis 
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Quilquis ſe candies rebus exultas mimic, 
Fluitque luxwu, ſemper inſolita appetit. 


Proſperity maketh many men mad. Such 
as have more than they can wiſely manage, 
deſpiſe what they: enjoy , and make theip 
Pleaſures abortive by unſeaſonable long- 
ipgs. Continuance of what 1s good ſur= 
feiteth the minds of many who might have 
been long happy, it they had known con+. 
tentment. But, alas! it is a Diſeaſe which 
_ creepethin with Peace and Plenty, to cor-. 
rupt and deſtroy them ; that contentment | 
is lealtknown, where there is greateſt a-, 
bundance of what Mortals' account the |. 
chief Ingredients, and Compounds of Fes | 
licity. Where there is more thanenough,.|' 
there is commonly leaſt fatisfation , and |' 
molt inordinate deſires. But herein would. | 
not be ſo much caufe of diſlike, if men did. 
not(ſo diltaſt their preſent happineſs, as to. 

\ 


undervalue it, by making it the purchaſe ] 

of ſome certain grief. The favour of the. 

Greateſt, heaps of Wealth, multiplicity of. [: 

Honours, and whatever elſe is moſt prized: 
by the admirers of terrene flouriſhes, and 
fading Beauties, have by many (who once Þ 
| thought 
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thought theſe the only things deſirable ) 
been judged things ſo inconfiderable, that 
theſe, together with their lives, they have 
| eremn for ſome conceired good, which 
| few others could view with approbation, 
; but moſt with amazement at the Seekers do, 
| tage : Of which Itruly am one confeſling, 
2-1 that I never. thought any fo mad as 
thoſe whom I have ſeen raiſed very high by 
Proſperity , who ( as if unable to brook 
that height) have with brain-fick counſels 
hurled themſelves down, It is uſnal with 
þ | men lifted up beyond what their conditi- 
on will bear , by endeayoursto leap higher 
| for more ſafety , to, fall paſt recovery. 
\. | Neither is it news to any , bit thoſe who 
are diſtrafted with the manifold blandiſh- 
ments of a bewitching Fortune. For in 
WE deed it 1s no new thing to ſee men adven- 
4 [fare to climb ſofar , that when they muſt 
4 [<ome dawn , there 1s no deſcent but by a 
4 [Pxecipice. With examples of this nature 
the world is ſtored; and if freſh ones 
@ |{pcak not more than can wy Pen, I might 
[be induced to enlarge upon this Subject. 
What I have ſeen maketh me ſad, and many 
Ito complain z and both the paſt and pre- 
*Ifent damages which we have and do ſu ain 
by the madneſs of ſuch as might beat eaſe, 
3 Yes but 
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but would nor, make me fear further evil, 


- * - 


and cry ont - 
At as parentun pejor avis falit 
Nos nequiores mox daturos 
Progeniem vitioſtorem. 
Hor. Car. /. 3+ 


If men ſought, or truly prized Happi- 
neſs, or well weighed the miſeries of thoſe. 
mteſtine Commorions, which they love to 
cheriſh to their awn hurt, this fear were 
canſlefts, The 7#con{tancies of the Elder. 
would not encourage the Younger to be 
diſfolute, 1f Conſtancy were thought either 
a Virtue , or uſeful. But men inſtead of 
conftancy and gratitude tor received fa- 
vours, by receiving grow more and more 
ungrateful, and oblivious of the Bexefa- 
Gor. If they mention his Name 1n time of | 
neceſiity, they forget it when relieved, and 
never think themſelves.more tured, than . 
when too full and proſperous. Many are 
not ſo repining in extremity , as difcon- 
rented in overmuct plenty. God pleafeth 
them on neither hand ; either want, or 
wantonneſs, maketh them always trouble- 
fome, and they (when their wants are 0- 
ver) wickedly' make Worldly Pn 
: | what 


© 
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_fident of theintentions, do openly calum- | 
:niate the aftions of their.compaſſionate | 
"and tender F;ther, with his' great and wiſe 
_ Miniſters of State. Peace and reſt diſcome'f 
poſeth them, and they are never more que. 
_Tulous, than when they have leaſt cauſe: 
"ContradiCting all reafon, and deſirous to: 

* deſtroy their preſent tranquility, the 0/zze- 

 riam days are recalled, and they had ra-' 

ther make brick with ftubble, than live mer. 
rily at their own pleaſure” withour fear, and- 
plentifully, as well as eaſily, by a contifiu- 
ance pf Fadiffing gratitude, Thus was 

Peace diſeſteemed , although; no worldly 
bleſfling more deſirable; whoſe glory and 
beauty are the'more raviſhing, becaufe the 
1sfo like and near of Kin to that gladding 
Onion ,. which for ever maketh happy the 
Royal Subjects of the King of Kings. Ne- 
vertheleſs, her Graces and Endowments” 
prevail not with the greater number of 
men, for either welcome, or refpe&., And 

* what between her Relation-:to Heaven;and 

the publick fcorns whereby ſhe ſuffereth, 

' ſhe 1s rather defired by good men, than] 
known to many, Where ſhe ſometimes | - 
theweth her fair countenance, ſhejs ſo ab- 

Aolutely perſecuted with the foul PFOVOCaHe" 
KONG S FLY Fn Kot |. 
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| tions of wicked men , thatſbe ſoon begin- 


| 


| neth'to mourn 5: and covering thoſe radiant 
' $ looks with a: fable vail, to withdraw her - 
{elf from humane hbabitations. Although 


ſhe be a rate Gueſt, and-come but ſeldom, - 


: | ſhe is  afſured of injuries.' She ſeeketh to 


make glad: all among whom ſhe is; and 
whether to her true or adopted Children - 
no Mother equalleth her BenediQions, ſhe 
urpaſſeth them all in 'Munificence - Her 
kindneſs is incomparable, and thoſe who - 
receive her,ſhe gladly enricheth : Yet they, - 
to whom ſhe hath been moſt liberal, are 
uſually the firſt who repay her favours with - 
indignities. For whereas the mercies. of - 
Peace require a ſanaifed life , and the en-' 
creaſe of devout thankfulneſs, there is no- 
thing more common than to make uſe of 
the blefſings of Peace, in ſucha manner as 


ſhall ſooneſt cauſe her departure and ba- - 
mniſhment. Our Lad had not long known 
What it was to be at reſt\, e're the wanton - 


Inhabitants, by undue and irreligious mur- - 


murings, ſought to caſt ont the Motber, and - 
the true Children 3 Peace, and fuchas were - 
* conſtantly hers, whoſe daily practiſe itwas | 


to praiſe God for her preſence, arid humbly 


*entreat him for* her ſtay among us. The - 
 difreſpe@ of the benefit: maketh God again: . 


\ 


T 2 remove 
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remove it, F orreign Enemies take occaſi-,, | 
on to diſcover their enmity ,-and. make a. 
breach with us, -hoping to make a proſpe- ; 
rous War by our diviſions at home. Our 
own inconſtancy- then fought againſt us, 
and our folly armed thofe who ſought our, | 
ruine. But Gods mercies were not anfwer- 
able to the multitudes vanity. Although 
the unquietneſs of our raving minds plead. | 
ed againlt us, he had pity upon os; and 
not ſuffering our Foes to rejoyce over us, 
hath remitted that graceful and amiable 
Preſervatrix of the Kingdowes Honour and 
Fortunes, wheteby we with it: may alway 
flouriſh ; "and may. men of all eſtates labour 
her preſervation , wherein all:mens good 
conliſteth. Nothing” but ingratitude can 
make vs vile , with which a Nation abound- 
ing, fallethinto the loweſt | degree of con. 
tempt, and is buried in ſcorn and infamy. 
THE dift eſpettive murmurings of the 
preſent times begin to affright ſuch as are | 
in. love with Peace, and cannot contented- 
ly brook /a wel from her: We ar 
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mend their condition by. thus loathing the 


Preſent, do mar thoſe undeſerved bleſſings 
wherewith ſacred Bounty: hath ſtored them. 


They, who have.been alway wont to vex at 


their preſent eſtate, muſt have a great 
change of difpolti ition to bring them to fe- 
lictty.'.. Continual complaints make nothing 
better, The unrulineſs: of a people is its 


wn Scourge.. And as diſquieted minds are 


yont to be followed withioutward trou- 
bles, ſoarethere none more. miſerable then 
they, who know nat when to rejoyce, 
who, when: a /jult cauſe; exciteth them to 
it, cannot-diſcern it. \ Thetrouble of their 


 inconſtancy and ignorant contempt of 'what 


1s good and defirable mdketh them wretch- 

ed. even When: nothiog,;is:;wanting.to: the 
compleating: ;their happineſs, but.the-e- 

vils, which diſcampaſe profperity, making 

good bat\,ydo-.[till 'ga.on:'to. make bad 
worſe, that :ſuch as: reproach; mercie may 
"deſervedly neyerbe exempt-from the croſſes 
,of - either,their; own..opmrion or fortunc. 
Tf ſo be-nejertheleſs the: .bleſlings.are not 
:ſo-abſolvtely;full : of :what I judge nece(- 
:ary- for the :work 'of +my joy ; before 1 
-find fault -1. niuſt gonſider whether Ljudge 


 aright;”or» whether 'thatz4which is wanting 
oh _ joy be nd}. more abundanyly; ſap* 
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ood to others, orclſe; 
uethe preſent bleſling, | 


_— 


' plied by a greater 8 
if 1 ſhould undervz {in 
: whether I am ſure of a better, and by re+ 


.Pining to amend not impair my preſenF 
condition and fortune, No man ts the more: | 
happy in being ſelf-willed, envious or raſh, 


Moſt men, who ſhew themſelves publick-! 


'ly vexed at the miſcarriages of the times, | 


are either envious , or ambitions, or blind 
followers of ſuch dark-fighted- guides, 


They are either diſquieted with their own - |: 


fooliſh hopes and feares , or other mens 
-troubleſome. counſels, and not judgeing 
.a right, whether they have a' cauſe :to be 
troubled, madly a& to the overthrow - of 
peace, whereby they affii& all, and better 
not, ' but rather-involve themſelves in the 
greateſt-calamities; For ſure}yno benefit 
'-can a-crew to rhe unconſtant and waver- 
ing man, who would be happy. but hateth 
the meanes. Except we beat unity among 
our ſelves , /we':cannot be! proſperons. 
This Unity is 0i#tment which 'covering the 
Head and running down to the rkirts mak- 
eth' the Prince glorious -and' the Subjel# 
happy; for where-.it is there the Lord bath 
commanded the - bleſſing. 'It is 'an Oracle 
/,':. , from the. moſt 'Holp One; In return- 
Ia.30.15, frg and-reſt ſpall ye be:ſaved, in 
j,  quiotneſs and confidence ſhall be 


: your 


Ws, » 


oo 


| Capri.” 
[your Prength. Let him, who, defireth feli-"; 
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city : riot | wander in. ſearch after jt ,:. 


but; abiding at home by a diligent obedi- 


ence and holy confidence in.God,.force it 
to be his inmate' and companion... Varie- 


|.ty -of perplexing thoughts and, contrary 


motions never finde: it. He, who ſecketh 
it every 'where, ſhall: find it no where ; for. 
indeed a reſtleſs life. bath no. agreement 
with it. Although it- wholly, ſpend it ſelf. 
in purſuing. it;-'yet; it continually affright-. 
eth-that fortune; which - it {o laboriouſly 
courteth, 'Wher the froward man. ts neers 
oft to'it; he is fartheſt from,,enjoyment of 
it," becauſe happineſs 4s. my the humble, 
the peaceable, and: (to: (a all) the: obedi-, 
ent muris-pottion;: !} It. Fear, that the\dif-. 
obedicht turbulent; man; mayyferm, ro cn- 
joy it. And if y makrhei ignorantand dem 
luded multitude; they: lhall; allure y,ou, that 

althoughir: beijll;proctred, {the TPP ets 

of 'manyſachiis mat:eo; be dulj 


Patsd. 
thou whoſocvery that boaſteſt of. thy. fa 


- hg 2 4 


rung ro their cw ” 6Poks 5 


learn thy 0 
pinion, . Angus own Fncka ege 1 am 
molt'certoim that thou Hu what thou 

T 4 ſcemeſt 
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lcemett; tor telicity and turbulency alway 
dwell apart. * When therefore thou foy- 


ſakeſt thy' preſent reſtleſs humors and:.bew 
rakeſt thy ' ſelf to quietneſs. and the be-. 


forementioned confidence, Iball be able to 


ſay to thee asSeneca to: his Lucilias, 


Epiſt.2, Bonar ſpem de'te coucipto,: m0 tune 
tationibus inquietaris, &c, But yet.it 
1s very ſeldome that difobedtence is ſo-for- 
tanate as to' parchaſe an eſteem” of  happj- 
neſs. ' True happineſs it never-hath; rarely 
ſo much as a ſuppoſed-one; ' It. rynnech 
into diftreſs' continually; and hath no mati. 
on but downward. :Ir-isin the condicion 
of many "Janguiſhing perſons, who._think 
by raiſing themſelves 'out:of their lick bed 
the ſooner to recover: ſtrength; but indeed 
caſt rhemfelves down paſtihopes of, reco- 
very. ' Such is the unquiet-ſubjef j_he-is 
pained' at the heart and;calt down by the 


multitude 'of his. vain- imaginations; 4heſe 


having caſt' him -down urge. the; ;xaiſing 
himſelf up and' providing: better for-the 
fature. © Bur "what -he :ſurmiſeth will;-be 
for his advancement and confirmation fail- 
eth not'sf: proving his deftrution.:; Now 
where there is in-a Commonwealth: fome- 
what ot: of that -excellent order ,,:which 
good men defire to be diligently;and;al- 
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{elf to 
; CANE rings ate frequent and adtive for the 


ways kepr, diſorderly motion dotmuch 


hyrt in introducing confuſion to..cure a 
ſmall. overſight The. hunting after: = | 
- uſing variety. of medicines doth commonly. 


more. diſtemper the body, than the, dilcaſe 
it ſelf. When it happeneth that good 


; order is in ſome things. wanting, we.,can 
: find no certain remedy gbvious but pati- 


ence. How much more then. doth it not 
concern.us to run after deſperate remedies 
for the curing diſtempers, which are only 
imaginary ?;.If ſuſpitions upon probable 
grounds. ſhould preſent. themſelves, Pa 
are to; be rejedted 4 neither may We , 

truth ſhould manifeſt a. miſcarriage , cotie 
tend for aremoyal otherwiſe then by pray- 


er and ſubmiſſive holineſs. But I may ſay 


that obſerving the complaints of late Gays 


concerning certain publick adminiſtrations 


;n, the, Kingdome, that ;fear and” opini- 
on are our, greateſt miſcheifes, The times 
of darkneſs > 'had ,ſo Tong and potent 
dominion, over ſome, that although it be 
now clear day , they; cannot. ſee the right 
path, but xyn. ont of the. way and'ftotBle 
- ever .thing,. But hat; ppinels offereth it 
Webs as key emfbioce i it, If refigious 


begertng jealpplic &5,and fears, a ſober -and 


"=. 


282 © The Bleſſings and Benefits Chap. VIII. 
religions man troubleth not his thoughts 
with the conſideration of other mens du- 
ties, but labourerh not to be faund for- 
getful of his own, And alway doth ſuch 
a man diſcover the moſt aſſured way tv 
a bleſfked and happy eſtate by obedience 
for conſcience fake. He remembceth $0.” 
lomons alſleveration and delighterh in the 
hope it giveth; In the way ' of 
Pro.12 29. rjghteonsreſs (faith be )z1 life, and. 
in the path way thereof there is no 

death. Into that way then will he dire& 
his foot ſteps, where he is ſure the YIþer 
hurketh not to bite his þ-e/, nor is the wet 
. privily ſpread to take his' in>ffenſive 
Foot, 'neither can misfortunes He .neer in 
ambaſh to ſurprize his ſecure ſo#/, Here- 
io if we would ,all walk, weſhobld pre- 
ſently obtain what with fruitleſs labours 
we are long ſeeking and wonder that we 
find not. Saint. Jaxpes his reaſon, toſuch 
as did ask yet did not receive, is mine 
to thoſe , who feek felicity with great 
earneftqeſs, yet could never come within 
- __ , view of it, Te bave wat becauſe ye 
Ch.4 3... ack and feck amiſs. Endeavours 
©" direfting vs the right and proper 

, way, come to a blefſed end.* Tknow not, 
"neither can 1 ever be perſwadel that fub+ 


| Chap VL. _ of Obedience, | __ 
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' jets. can have avy other rule leading. 
them. 80: prof} perity but religious obediences: 
"That: it /.is the: onely way to eternat 
Felicity is agreed upon and acknowledged 
dy them, who ,a& the | contrary. | And 
'F "mak; needs follow them. ſo.cloſe as ' to 
affirm; that then by conſequence it is that 
onely-which can 'conduce to the preſent 
"well being of a Nation, For: as no good 
can- come- elſewhere ' then from God , fo 
-no_ bleſling can deſcend upon thoſe aQtions 
which* have not -his warrant. Obedience 
hath too morives urging us to.its praQtiſe's 
the firſt, that it is a moſt plain and cafe 
walk ; the ſecond, that it hath moſt large 

promiſes and the beſt aſlurances, the very 
knowJedge whereof doth (donbtleſs) make 
1t more calie, It & the firſt, nay the only 
Commandement with promiſe, which we find 
in the Decaloge; and is. in none obſcrved 
by God without very hbigh-efteem and 
-acceptance. ' And conſider. with common 
' reaſon, that + as. nothing can be eafier then 
umilicy and'ſubmiſſfion, ſo nothing oner 
-Prevaileth for fattsfaQtion in what it ſuceth 
- for. ' The: moſt hanghty or and furiahs 
- znatite have been wont. 


rock —_ — Cinere exceptor ſuper alta lacare. 
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be more- offenſive to his compaſſionate na+ 
ture then to ſee humility paſs along irre- 
verenced , much more to ſee it ſcorned 
and injured. 'But neither" 1s this 'alf; for 
it being that virtue, wherewith he is chiefly 
converſant; he will undoubtedly ſoohres 


exerciſe in. the fame virtue hath commend. 
ed to him.” Likewiſe if affe&tions plead a 
reward (and'that no mean one) tobe their 
due, and he cannot ſuffer them by nep- 
le@ to be diſcouraged.i It mult then "be 
2 vanity and folly to travel far about 
'after an uncertainty, and flight an undouber. 
'ed good within reach, which without cate 
or fear is tobe poſleſſed, .Such are'ithe 
rewards of Religiows Loyalty; it with great 
facility thriveth and -proſpereth, and go; 
exempt from fear doth eafily keepits well 
"gotten (tore. - Honor and Riches are in- 
ſenfibly multiplied apon a Nation, thar'feek- 


' Lawful' Prince. © While :it looketh upon 
"Wxior as thebeſt accommodation and choi(- 
eſt treaſure, the Heavens" and Earth" con- 
ſpire to make it plentiful and abounding 
in all manner of Riches. © ' The neighbour- 


F 
- —_ \ * * 


And as for the mild man, who ſweetneth | 
all his attions with clemency; nothing can 


ceive into . his 'boſome ſuch as a' conſtant 


eth its glory by a dutifulſabmiſſiowroits | 


Ing 
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ing - Natzors with admiration gaze upon. 
| her /ornaments-and flouriſhing ſpring, and 
at once-envy-and wiſh for. her unſpeaka- 
Wo fruitious..and delights, When our 
whole care (next to.God) is, that our King 
be -as much as poſhbly we can | without - 
care, we make him the Arbitrator of other 
Princes fortunes, and ſet him as upon the : 
top of the grand Orb to difpofe unto them 
their potions of either proſperity or ad- 
verſity. His ſmiles will (as it were)enli . 
ven. them, and his frowns peirce their 
hearts with diſmaying terrors. Swbje&s,are 
never ſtrong but in their Kz#zs {trengrh 3 
and the Kings great {trength is the Szbje@s 
Love. Joyn we prayers and hands and, our 
utmoſt labors to fortifie him, and what we 
| do of this nature for him, redoundeth to 
our own advantage. It was rightly obſerved 
ex tug. by that wiſe Senator, that Armari. 
Caſfodtl., mm. Regis fortuna cunForum eſt , 
_32. eÞ.21 EG: merito refuginm omninnm dici» 
.-.. .- tur, #biuntverforum ſecuritas inve« 
zitur, The mad counſels the Kingdome 
hath. frequently given was to depreſs Roy- 
_ alty for the publick good. But ( to ſay 
.nothing of preſent inconveniences , which 
.we hope a timely care will'remove) look 
we back upon our late times, looking furs 
| ther 


a 


_— 
» 
- 


ly diſobedient as to ſpurnat and diſownthat 

malt excellent Kegiment, through which 
God had fo long conveighed his bleffings, 
and without, which it muſt never have 
hoped to be, fortunate or find a return'out 

. of Egypt. Bleſſings never mu)tiply where 
; diſobedience aboundeth. Diforderly Sb- 
| jeF's 


DT ewe hog —ondednancnyen > 0, 
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| je@e, when they have injured their Head 

1 muſt at !ength ſubmic_ to-his goverment 

for their own good, for as much as without 

 . It diffolution onely raigneth attended'by 
diſtraftion and confuſion. 


—— Now dliter daivere queant. 
Niſe converſo rurſud amore 
Ws cauſz, que dedit efſe_ 


Beot.de Confol.1.4; 


' Then onely are theſe calamities removed 
when the Crown dignifieth him, whoſe 
Lawful intieritance it is ; and the behold- 
-ing it there placed where it ought, ftrik- 
-eth into a juſt and awful reverence the 
Loving and © rejoycing - S#bjeFs, Then 
when UVnjon joyneth with an inſeperable 
bond the Members to the Head, when Love 
that an equal/power over the affetions of 
Prince: and People, we fee no more inha- 
bitants oF-atf earthly. Kingdome , but as it 
hath up'1ato the. poſieſfion 'of | Heaven, |. 
may very "well ſay fo; for ſo valt is the 
difference between the condition of men; ' 
Who living under the fame climate have: 
rheir. affeftons oppolite as Pole to Pole, 
and thoſe, who being thovght diverſe 
perſons yet” feem 1n many bodies to _ 
at 
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but. oneheart and Soul, that the-ſame place ? 
is.by ſacred love converted 1ntoa Paradiſe, | 
which by unnatural and | contemptuous Þ 
hatred is rendred a moſt yexations' Par- Þ 
gatory. In which reſpe& men, who have | 


ſipned up their hearts .to God, that they 


might be the more affured]y and plenti- ' 
fully ſtored with Love, have-cither Hea- } 
ven deſcending unte them, | or are them- } 
ſelyes : tranſlated. and made partakers of 


ſupernatural joyes, + - oe 
NOW in that, many menthink to pre- 
vent-great dangers by aCtive diſloyalty they 


too-too manifeſtly lay open their ignorance. - 
. What they judge the prevention is the be- - 


_ getting Gf dangers. - ' The wiſe Mar 
Prov. ſaith that A cood Man ſhall be ſatiſ- 


14-14. fied from himſelf; whereby: we are - 


to underſtand that his :works ſhall 
be proſperons; But he faith in che- fore- 


going words that the back-flider in heart © 
ſhall be filled with bis own wayes: where= 


by .he ſheweth. that they, who {ll off from 


the obſervation of the Commandement(up- | 
onthe. obſervance whereof the promiſe. of - 


bleſtedneſs was given) fortune and ſucceſs 
ſhall in like manner deſert them. Gene- 
rous . principles have an anſwerable iſſue; | 


but the contrary 1s moſt true of evil deeds, 
; h 'wWhich 
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TÞ which arc alway purſued with evil. Solomon 
F \ſheweth upon what hopes obedience and dif- 
F obedience have their dependance; The path of 
| 2he Juſt (faith he)is as the ſhining light which 


rrovy. Jhineth more and more uns the perfeZ 
18,19. day. The way of the wicked is as dark 
eſs;they know not at what they ſtumble. Obe- 
diexce groweth continually more. and more. 
happy,and itstapor burneth alway moreand 
more clearly,until in heaven it be extinguiſh, 
ed by that moſt glorious ſplendor,which giv- 
eth and comprehend<th all Iight.But the diſ- 
loyal and feditious walk in obſcurity and 
through miſts, ſfxmbling blocks and rocks of 
offence ſurround them,traps and ſnares every 
where lie prepared for them, they paſs their 
time in invincible troubles,and ſuddenly fall 
intothe pit of deſtruCtion. Let unquietSpirits 
ſeek toremove their ebnceited troubles and, 
prevent thoſe miſcheifs, whichtheir wild fan-. 
cy.preſenteth untothem;yet while they labor 
to..remove imaginary evils they are circum-. 
vented with rcal ones, Their toyl alſo is very. 
Tidiculous,if more probably ſucceſsful, ſeeing 
ealier means prevail for the greateſt goods. 


| And whereas (rather then not humor theix 
1Þ<!lious inclinations) unſetled minds haye 
for juſtification recourſe tothe pretended 


dreadof ſome imminent calamity, if timely 


a} of. wg , | 
Eare be not uſedireligion & daily Experience 


teach 


- 


teach us that fin averteth av. judgement, , 


ww hich is hovering over a Nation, But ras Þ 
ther fins ( eſpecially of rebellion ) haſten F 
that revenge, which God'taketh of ſuchas' Þ 


flight his admonitory threatnings, Where F 
we all men. who". did fear'fm” more then F 
ſorrow, ſufferings for fin wonld notſo of= F 
ten excite our gtiefes, and make oureyes F 
ſo plentiful in ſhowers. Certainly as ſe. 
ditious' comtnotions contract many future 
plagues, ſo do they never bring any pre. 
ſent benefit z empty hopes are the recom- 
pence of a tedious travel, : 
LET. us at the laſt rather then never 
begin to conſult what courſe of life Go 
hath appointed as that wherein Subjetts 
way live moſtſecure. Sur-ly great are the 
bleſlings, which his care keepeth in ſtore 
for, and his bounty conferreth npon thoſe, 
who ſeek to him as their ſole direQour, 
And in the plain way he leadeth them, 
which alſo proveth the richeit way. Inftead” 
_ of vexatious labours he appointeth them, as 
the greateſt pacificatory and obligation, the 
ealte task of the offering of 0bediemce, the 
beſt of ſacrifices , which he every where 1n 
his Holy Book commendeth, and alway ec, 
ven in this life rewardeth. * No incenſe af® 
cending with an' odornferous c'oud , no 
obiations, 


I 
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'F oblations, whote ſweet ſ:ivour and excel- 
F lency was wont to teſtifie the offerers ge- 
'F .neroſity and riches , did ever ſo procure 
= from the throne of grace the beatifique ſmiles. 


F_ of the moſt bouniitul Aajeſty, as the cheap | 
7 offering of 0bedience, which commendeth 
not it ſelf by the vanity of worldly oſtenta: 
tion, but the glory of a great and conſe- | 
crated heart, They who gave their bodies 
to be burnt, by the benefit hereof made 
their ſufferings thoſe harmleſs (though fe- 
ry) Chariots, that tranſported them to joy. 
This ſharpened the faith of the general aſ- 
fembly of the firſt born, enabling them to 

' ſee their names written in heaven. Holy 
men, knowing how.much this was the or. 
nament and felicity of the Chriſtian Church, 
found Temples and Oratories, where joynt ' 

prayers ſhould be offered up for Kings aud 
ſuch as were in authority, that under then * 
we might be godly and quictly governed. And 

' the unwearied exercite and profeſſion here- 
of wrought upon the hearts of the crnelleſt_ 

Tyrants, and introduced a feſtiyal peace 1ny 
to the world, .making ſome of the moſt 
violent gain-ſayers ſubmit to men of fo. 

.exalted ſpirits, and cheriſh fuch 2s they 
before perſecuted. And certainly God 

ſpaketh how much he is pleaſed withit <l 

0s 7 þ the 
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the evident returns of acceptance, thoſe" 
frequent collations of temporal honours? 
and riches, wherewith he graceth ſuch as! 
 dclire to encreaſe by. his Love only. And MF 
this purchaſe of liberty, wealth and great=PF 
neſs 15 the cheapeſt,. caſteft and ſureſt that Þ 
Heaven and Earth afford. Others colt F 
much labour, and deficiency is . at length F 
their-accompliſhment. Hence therefore is 
the excellence of Obedience commended , 
that it aſcendeth. without rub, let, or mo- 
Icſtation; it becometh great and glorious 
v. ithcut noiſe, and without either rhe Au- 
t!'ors or any ones injury, It findeth joy 
at hand, and without the wearying exam1- 
ration of the diverlity of opinions and 
manifold directions. where to ſeek mans 
Summum boxum, lodgeth it moit ſafety at 
home. The Obedient mans well fortified 
hcart hath joy thercin immoveably fixt and 
2nd knoweth the worth of its own poſlef- 
tion, which by the Love of God it hath 
obtained and confirmed. Now if we 
diſtract the mind with the inquiry after | 
ſuch goods as like the Rairebow look afar ' 
oft rich and promiſing, our deluſions will 
end in afhower, and our hopes waſht away 
into diſcontent and ſorrow, Orelf: our jay, 
whi:h we toolifhy fought, and aftcr much 

| | trou- 
a. 
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trouble unluckily obtained, will prove 
ike to a ſmall tree, which we bave ſome. 
F erme ſeen miſerably torn with the weight 
of its untimely fruit, They whos. by civil 
F diſtractions riſe to wealth and power, are 
F fo perſecuted with innumerable miſcheifs 
F that they have onely this comfort left 
F that they may ſay #berr deſired happineſs 
\ hath deſtrozed them, The obtaining ſuch 
deſires bebarreth them the fruition, they 
. | being more happy in hope then poſicfiion, 
; | Riches and honours procured by the vile 
. | ſubtilties. of a diſobedient induſtry, muſt 
- | be conſerved with more bafencſs then 
. | they were acquired, and bring more dan» 
| | gers to the purchaſers then the purchaſe 
, | colt, What between their own fears, the 
envy and emulation of their followers, 
| and; the general hatred ( not onely of 
| | good, but) all men, it muſt needs b<that 
, | Inſtead of their propoſcd exaltation they 
| | find themſelves grievoully depreſled, ard 
; | that the pit hath opened ber. mouth and 
| ſwallowed themnup. But while the aſcend- 
- | ing Fxtzes, or rather the deſcending vers 
geance taketh this prepoſlefiion of them, 
Obedrent men axe inaPavilion ſecurely reſt- 
ing, and wrapt;up in the ſweet folds of 
the celeſtial mercies. And this their feliy 
| V 3 - city. 
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city is not. a matter-of- chance or 'the 
diſpoſal of the propitious Stars concurring! ; 
at their birth, as it were in conſultation, 'F 
how to make them the Sons of Fortune"; 1 
v4 it 1s the work of true 7 dome mak-"* 1 
Ing all thoſe happy, who aſk counſel at: 
her Oracle, and make 1t their conſtant 1 
delight to be converſant in her facred' F 
Schools, There they are inſtrufted in 
thoſe unerring rules,-by which they 'at- 
rive at undoubted proſper ity. And among 
many moſt profitable rudiments,” with 
which they are furnithed as neceflary for' 
their ſafe' conduct thither, theſe are fome 
of the chief; Thar (f{ceing without holineſs 
219 man can ſee God, (and therefore never 
be happy}: which holineſs muſt not be fa» | 
lacious, becauſe ſuch. will not paſs the ex- 
amination of his dijudicative eye) it'iis 
a meer abjection of themſelves and hopes 
to attempt the raiſing themſelves high 
upon foundations of hypocriſic 3 3 Tharit 
is far better to live in eſteem by giving 
due honor to thoſe, whom God hath ſer 
over them', than to.\become: infamous 
by ſeeking to. inveſt + themſelves with 
thoſe Robes, which adorning the Swperior 
render the inferior the ridiculous ebjeft 
of contempt 5 That to aff the diſtretidd 
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Y and — ay them by timely ſupports i, $ 
'F proper to/a brave and. poble Spirit. but 
# to diſtreſs ſuch, whoſe welfare ſtanding 1 in 
oppoſition to the accompliſhment of their 
exorbitant luſts. is degenerous and bruit. 
tiſh ; That the approbation of the Supreaze 
Tudge, and the real commendations of in- 
nocency among mer (although the bleſſed 
Authors fit low) hath an exccllency tran(- 
cending the fergned title of the cither de- 
ceived or unwilling multicude; That by 
the benclit, of, an unſpotted mind nut. to 
ſhun the examinations or fear the counte= 
nance of the; inquilitive Jadge bring them 
home a plentiful harvelt of joy, when 
onely horrors, and confuſion multiply 
Oo thoſe breaſts, whoſe difloyal. pra- 
Chles have. rendred the faichful and' wiſe 
Judge thcir juſtly provokedenemy 3 that 
ro live frugally upon their. own (that is | 
bountitully without riot,) and to. purchafe 3 
bleftings upon 1r. by: the prayers of needy 
ſouls thereby, refreſhed and made glad, 
harh a more plauſible triumph then co,ſje 1 
on high in poſleſſiion of other men dig+ 4 
nities and cftates, which.alway bear, z@ 1 
the wretched: invaders the.,;briars..; 
thorns . of misfortunes by reaſon of the 
Fomplamts and curſes of the opprefled 
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ous Maſter, whom Gad hath ſet over them 
hath benefit and content, whereas Porn 
but inevitable deſtruction attendeth thoſe 


contrary to the Maſters guidance to drive 
the bottom they fail in upon rocks and 
ſhelves thereby to diſcredit and ruine 
him, who litteth at helm; Or elſe (and 
indeed that more properly ) they eſteem 
their fare and proſperity to be good and 
large enough , nay mightily ro abound 
while they ſir at home in the moſt ſecure 
harbor of Obedience, from whence they 
daily ſee the 'wracks of ſuchaslanch out 
Into the troudleſome waters of Diſogalry. 
And were there no more, yet to ſee ſuch 
mens misfortunes, while themſelves live in 
caſe and ſafety, maſt needs give a vaſt ine 
creaſe to the pleaſure of their mind, But 
how much more afſluredly when they 
know that Chriſt their prime pattern bee 
holdeth them with exceeding delight, pre- 
paring for them an additional, a ſuperas 
| boundant joy £ He doth indeed from his 
Throne behold them, intending no leſs then 


deſperate Lovers of miſcheif, who labor 4 


and are made barren by being water®e Þ 
ed with the briniſh tears of the ine Þ 
jared mourners ; That to fail quietly F 
\and' keep a fafe courſe: under that judiciz= | 
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the deifying thoſe, who for his ſake do care- 
F folly wh” his glorious. (though mortal 
is honor have all his Saints. 


4 He wore then great Xerxes at the $4. 
| Iaminian battle uſeth all diligence that ex 
F very a@ of Chriſtian Obedience, either de" 


fending the Royal Prerogative, or [toutly 
reſiſting the ſeducing temptations of its 
Oppoſers, be richly rewarded, and both in« 
viteth and helpeth us to a lawrel. Thus 
with greater eaſe may we be happy then 
miſerable, and at cheaper rates gain not 
onely earthly but ſupernatural treaſures 
then many procure to themſelves preſent” 
and eternal confufion. Without over-. 
turning Order, diverting the courſe of 
Nature, ſearching the abyſſe$of the earth, 
and ripping up its bowels, overthrowing. 
' walls and bulwarks, or defacing the glory. 
of flouriſhingCities and Kingdoms, thou, 
O Chriftian SubjeF, mayelt find and em-. 
brace happineſs. Fear God, and Honor 
the King, thy work is done, This is 
the 'inchoation, and will be the un- 
doubted conſummation of Felicity, 4+ 
men. ; 
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SN Thou ever bleſſed Fountain of Goods | 
neſs, give us moderation and thanks "F< 
fulneſs, that we neither abuſe zor flight thy 'Þ - 
favours, but cheiſty delight in thee , who | 
givelt us all things richly toenjoy. 
-* Let proſperity make us joyous, notmad Þ} 1 
and ſinful; for ſo ſhould we deſtroy our | 
happineſs by forſaking thee the Author. | 
"Great benefits haſt thou conferretluponus |. « 
by the renewed and ſinguiar blejjings of peace; 
O let not uncorſtaxncy with calummnies and f 
Znjurious complaints break down 1hzs pillar 
of” our welfare, but make us with az holy | } 


thankſulneſs evermore Jo preſerve it en. | - 
nre, Ede 1 


f 


e Grant that we may alway be ſtanding 
pon our watch hearkening what t hox 5. 0 
Lord of life, doſt command, and eſpecially 
obſerving thoie thy ſacred znjunt i ons of giv- | 
ing honor where honor Zs due, and Follows ; 
zng peace with all men. 


©'They, who otherwiſe ſeek proſperity, do 

| but trouble themſelves. for this is the way of 
life; hold thou our goings in this way, and ; 

keep us that' our footſtept ſlip not , that 

T there be nofalling into decay by our treading 
aſide this path. | 
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FE ' Help us thith true meckneſs to receive t 


F*cimmands, ejt evil get dominion over ys. 
F azd the great tranſgreſſions Ni wo We. IA. 
FF Then when our ear js ready to hear, and. 
} our will to obey, glory ſhall dwell in our land, 
| the earrb ſhall geild her encreaſe, and thou, 0: 


God, ſhalt give us thy bleſſings. 
. Great peace have they, who Love thy Law, 
 andnothing ſhall offend them. ; let theſpirit of 
Love replenifh us with holy deſires, that offen- 
ces may ceaſe, and thy true religzon flouriſh. 
Happy are they, whom thou cauſeſt to ap= 
proach unto thee, whom Love and Obedience 
have made one with thee 5, they ſhall alway be 
praiſing thee-with joyful lips. 7 
--- Thou ſhalt —keep them- ſafely - fron —tbe 


ſtrife of tongues, thou ſhalt make them 
great through thy favour,and after a large por» 
tion of Joy in thzs life ſhalt give them Joys,that 
paſs mans underſtanding. 

Thou from thy Throne bebolding and encou- 
raging their labour of. kove, for thy Names 
ſake, ſhalt abundantly recompence them in 
this life. and wilt alſo continue thy Lov- 
ing ' kindneſs towards them and bring the 
ito life eternal, 
og And 
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foot of pride, and in a pavilion from the 
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"And, moſt gracious God, we de fri 
I i incommunicable to feſh axd blooa 
e ſatisfied with theſe earthly belengn 
_ | Fi large and manifold, "The" E71Joymen 7a 
of - #hy falneſs onely can pt ar end to our” 
zpepernons longings,  _ * 2 
"Therefore make haſt, 0 Beloved, 0 come, 
Jeſus, come quickly, Amen, FEY 


OnrFather which art in Heaven,Gc.. 
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